
September 2014, volunteers build 20 new garden beds at RCF





October 2015, one of 40 families harvesting from their garden



Now, about those school gardens…







Cesar Batalla School 
March 7, 2012

Cesar Batalla School  
October 13, 2012



Hector Sanchez, Principal of the school is also very handy with a wheelbarrow, as it turns out







Garden Build at 
Madison 

Elementary 
School 

Bridgeport  2014



Garden Build at Curiale School – April 2012



Garden Build at Columbus School – June 2012



Garden Build at Hallen School – October 2012



Luis Marin School Garden Build – students ‘get it done’















Seedlings ready for planting at Read Schools’ new garden, donated  by Sal Gilbertie



Mitzvah Day for the Conservative Synagogue in Westport, held at Read School in Bridgeport  



Hallen School – planting in the new garden beds  - September 14th, 2012



Planting tulips, October 2011, Thomas Hooker School, Bridgeport CT



Interns teaching about worm composting to summer school students





Worm Compost lessons in the Classroom





The action of ‘pulling a carrot out of the ground’…



…is to realize an unexpected gift from the earth



The experience brings its own level of hope, and a tasty treat!



‘This carrot’s for you…maybe not...’



Raise a carrot!



Field Days at Reservoir Community Farm





Teacher, students and interns after planting spring crops 2013







“Taste
of 

Sunshine”



Challenges in the School Garden:  Garden Ignored



“Legislators are passing laws requiring the teaching of 
elementary agriculture, to the confusion and consternation 
of the teachers, who are appalled by the vastness of the 
subject, their lack of preparation, and the apparent difficult 
of fitting the new course into the curriculum for children.”   





GVI Interns, clearing an overgrown fence at Curiale School



Challenges in the School Garden: Change of Staff



Blackham School – June 30th, 2012
The garden club planting for summer
after Spring Harvest.  By August they
were enjoying squash, cucumber,
beans, followed in the fall by carrots,
beets, cabbage, kale and broccolli



Challenges in the School Garden: Pests & Diseases



Challenges in the School Garden: No Time to Teach



“Let’s just say it’s a matter of taste”



Benefits of School Gardens:

Children who are familiar 
with growing their own food 
tend to eat more fruits and 
vegetables (Bell & Dyment, 
2008), and are more inclined 
to continue healthy eating 
habits through adulthood 
(Morris & Zidenberg- Cherr, 
2002). 
.



‘Try it, you’ll like it!’







USDA supports school gardens as a proven tactic for improving 
children’s attitudes and consumption of produce, and for 
incorporating experiential nutrition and agriculture education 
into school curriculum. 

























TO SUPPORT SCHOOL GARDEN PROGRAMS, WE:
PLANT
Garden Knowledge and Infrastructure

NURTURE
Curriculum and Teacher Training

CROSS-POLLINATE
Networking and Community Engagement





Madison Wierzel, FoodCorps member, teaches about ‘Plant Parts We Eat’ during  a 
field day at the farm.
















