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3 Big Steps Towards Digital Accessibility

B

Add one to your syllabus for
every course.

This statement lets students know
where and how they can get

disability-related assistance at URI.

Captioned Videos

Caption all videos in your
courses.

Essential for access for students with
hearing impairments and is often
beneficial for ESL students and
students with auditory processing
disorders.

O

Add content that can be read by
a screen reader.

Several common content types
cannot normally be accessed by a
screen-reader, but can be made
accessible through a few simple
steps.



Disability Statement +

Students with disabilities experience a more inclusive and supportive
learning environment when instructors acknowledge their presence or
invite them to come forward. Online and blended courses can feel
especially daunting to students who require digital accessibility.

When going over the syllabus on the first day of
class, reinforce that you are interested in helping
all students access digital materials and that you
welcome conversations about how you can make

content more accessible.

Remind students to let you or ITS know if
accessibility features are not enabled or
working on Brightspace or other platforms.

“Any student with a documented disability is welcome to contact me as early
in the semester as soon as possible so that we may arrange reasonable
accommodations. As part of this process, please contact Disability, Access, and
Inclusion (DAI): 302 Memorial Union, 401-874-2098. dai@uri.edu

Remember that groups like DSS, ITS, and ATL
can provide assistance, information, and
resources to support students and instructors
with accessibility questions.



Captions, Transcriptions, & Audio Descriptions

Why? For Published Content For Content You Have Recorded

Students who are deaf, or have low or Choose videos that already have captions. Modern Add your own captions. URI's Panopto can help you to

no hearing, require captions to be videos from major publishers often have captions; create captioning for your videos and slide decks.

able to read auditory video content. test to see if they are included before sharing a YouTube also has a built-in captioning tool that can
video with your class. e.x.videos from textbook partially automate the process of creating a captioning
publishers, news videos, documentaries file.
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For Audio-only Content ¢ Audio Descriptions . Where to Get Assistance

Provide a digital transcript. ex. For students with visual impairments, audio Make an appointment with ITS to learn more!

podcasts, taped interviews, radio descriptions of the actions on-screen are required.

programs

Captioned Videos



Screen-readable Content

Why?

Several common content types cannot
normally be accessed by a screen-reader
- a technology commonly used by
students with low or no vision.

Alt Tags for Images

Images (and text as part of an image)
need an ALT tag to be read by a screen
reader. ALT tags should describe the
literal elements of the photo that are
relevant to the course material.

Organized and Labeled Headers
Titles of text sections should have hierarchical header
tags in the HTML (ex. H1, HZ, H3, ect.) This organizes
the content logically and allows a screen reader to
skim the content in the same way sighted readers do.

+ Use OCR on Scanned PDFs

If the text in your pdf can't be highlighted and
copied and pasted, then it can't be read by a screen
reader and needs to be run through an OCR (Optical
Character Recognition) program. Adobe Acrobat PRO
is an example of a program with this feature.

Descriptive Hyperlinks

Long character strings common to many web addresses
do not make sense when read by a screen reader.
Replace long urls (ex. hitps.//url.edu/dss/for-faculty)
with descriptive hyperlinks (ex. D55 Faculty Page).

- Brightspace Accessibility Checker

When writing content in Brightspace, click the
Accessibility Checker tool ¥ before publishing
your material to help catch and correct common
issues that may make you content difficult or
impossible for some students to access.

O

Screen-readable



https://uri.edu/dss/for-faculty
https://web.uri.edu/disability/for-faculty-and-staff/

Screen-readable Content

Use OCR on Scanned PDFs

If the text in your pdf can't be highlighted and
copied and pasted, then it can't be read by a
screen reader and needs to be run through an
OCR (Optical Character Recognition) program.
Adobe Acrobat PRO is an example of a program
with this feature.

Animation: Using the “Enhance Scans”
feature in Adobe Acrobat Pro to convert an
image of a journal article into a pdf with
text that can be accessed by a screen
reader.
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2015 NORTHEASTERN NATURALIST 2(3):501-512
Responses of Birds to Humans at a Coastal Barrier Beach:
Napatree Point, Rhode Island
Thomas W. Mayo'*, Peter W.C. Paton’, and Peter V. August?

Abstract - Human activity is one of the most important factors affecting disturbance

to birds that use coastal blmer h nn hern New England. The barrier beach at
Nap Point, RI, provid P b g habitat for several bird species, key stop-
over habitat for th ds of migrats horebird: , and is also a popular destination for

people. Anecdotal evidence snggesled that wnlkers joggers, dogs, and watercraft were
disrupting birds that foraged and roosted at this site. Our objectives were to character-
ize the frequency and sources of disturbance to birds and use this information to develop
81 d to minimize the freq y of human disturbances to birds
at Nap Point. We ducted 106 hours of observation from May through August in
2013. Of 211 flight responses, the most common sources of disturbance to birds were
beach walkers (57.8%), motorboats (8.5%), kayaks (8.5%), bird watchers (7.6%), and an-
glers (6.2%). Birds typically flushed when p (eg.. bird h and
anglers) were within 39 + 24 m (median = mm quartile range) and wnercnﬁ (e. g mo-
torboats and kayaks) were within 38 = 33 m. Flight resp were p
with the number of people on the beach and the number of boats in thc area. Dumrbancet
to birds peaked in July when human visitation was highest. Using a spatially explicit den-
sity map of flight-initiation distance vectors, we identified the most important area to set
as a buffer zone for human access if managers seek to reduce the frequency of human dis-
turbances to birds at Napatree Poiat.
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Additional Resources

Here are some additional resources to explore related to
accessibility at URI:

B DAI - Disability, Access, and Inclusion
DAl Home Page
For Faculty

[ ITS - Information Technology Services
ITS - Web Accessibility
ITS Training Calendar

[ ATL-Advancement for Teaching and Learning
ATL Home Page
Accessibility Information for Online Courses



https://web.uri.edu/disability/
https://web.uri.edu/disability/for-faculty-and-staff/
https://web.uri.edu/its-training/web-accessibility/
https://web.uri.edu/its-training/training/
https://web.uri.edu/online
https://web.uri.edu/online/accessibility-information/

