
APRIL – MAY 2024
Note: This is the ideal timeline. It may be adapted for a later start, but deadlines remain the same.

Spend time exploring the Fulbright website (us.fulbrightonline.org) and take advantage of their webinars,
videos and tutorials. Access the URI Padlet for campus-specific guidance and tools.

Meet individually via phone or video with URI Fulbright Program Adviser (“FPA”) Kathleen Maher to
strategize. She will be available throughout the summer with the exception of a few weeks of vacation. Do
not hesitate to contact her with any questions or to bounce around ideas! Just email in advance to set up
an appointment time.

Discuss or email FPA a list of your intended recommenders prior to requesting any letters. She will help
you decide on the best combination of writers for this application.

Work on acquiring a letter of affiliation from a host institution, if applicable. (Consult with FPA.)

Get your recommenders on board. When possible, meet with them to request their evaluation. It is
courteous to allow at least a month before deadline. Share a copy of your resume, an unofficial transcript,
a bulleted list regarding your planned program, and a brief rationale for your application. Also provide
them with the letter (read it yourself first) from the URI FPA, which explains what kind of information
Fulbright wants to know and provides instructions on how to submit for the campus deadline. Once
available, also share a draft of application essays (which can double as a “gentle reminder” a few weeks
before the deadline).

Create an online account. ONLY use the portal accessed via us.fulbrightonline.org .

Under “Award Information” be sure to choose URI as “Selected School”.
Note: Those who already hold a degree (and are not currently matriculated) have the option of forgoing the
campus process and submitting the Fulbright as an “at-large” by the national deadline; however, there
many benefits to working with the FPA, so first discuss with Kathleen Maher.

NOTE: Your referees should submit directly online by the campus deadline, but only add their
email addresses to the application system after they have agreed to provide a reference.

ETA Applicants: Be sure they understand it is a form with very specific questions, NOT a letter.

MAY – AUGUST 2024

Submit an email “declaration of intent” to kmaher@uri.edu once you are sure that you would like to pursue
this opportunity. Include the country you will apply to and the program type. If you do not plan to apply this
year, notify Kathleen so that she will stop sending you emails.

Work with FPA and faculty mentors on refining your proposal throughout the course of the summer. To
assure that you are on the right track prior to the campus deadline, share a solid (not first) draft with FPA by
August 1, ideally earlier. From there, plan to revise and refine your application multiple times before the
campus deadline. You should share drafts with your faculty mentors and recommenders early in the process as
well.

When you have writer’s block, spend some time entering information in the online application. The short
essays (abstract, host country engagement, etc.) require some forethought and the platform is tedious.

TURN OVER

http://us.fulbrightonline.org/
https://us.fulbrightonline.org/about/videos-tutorials
https://us.fulbrightonline.org/about/videos-tutorials
https://padlet.com/URI_ONFAO/Fulbright
https://apply.embark.com/student/fulbright/usa/26/
http://us.fulbrightonline.org/
mailto:kmaher@uri.edu


SEPTEMBER 4th – OCTOBER 4th:: Between the campus and national deadline you will be interviewed and
evaluated by a committee, as is required by Fulbright. When available, the committee will include a campus expert
in your field and/or host country. You will be given the opportunity to make final revisions on your application
based upon feedback at the interview. Do not procrastinate turning around drafts! While the Fulbright NATIONAL
Deadline is at 5 PM on Tuesday, October 8th, the application system is often unstable in the days leading to this
date. For this reason, to guarantee campus endorsement, we require you to resubmit a final time by noon on
October 4th.

AFTER NATIONAL DEADLINE: If applicable, you must apply to the grad program directly and/or complete
more steps prior to mid-January 2025. Notification of your preliminary status in the competition will be
announced by February 1, 2025. If you are selected as a semi-finalist, your application will then be forwarded to
the host country commission along with any supplement docs required. Final word comes between March 1 and
May 31 (varies by country). While you are highly encouraged to pursue “Plan B” applications (aka backup plans),
we expect you will accept this very high honor if selected. We have yet to encounter a graduate program that
would not defer admission for a Fulbright year!

kmaher@uri.edu Appointments: bit.ly/meet_w_Kathleen Zoom: uri-edu.zoom.us/my/kathleen.d.maher

https://uri-edu.zoom.us/my/kathleen.d.maher

