The Role of Mechanical Aging and Photoweathering
in the Fragmentation of Glitter Microplastics
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SEM revealed bacterial growth in the wastewater simulation
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Nanoplastics were not uniformly shaped, but generally had
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10wy A biofilm-like layer, likely dead cells and extracellular matrix,
covered much of the filter, hindering nanoplastic detection.

More cell material was observed in filters from higher-con-
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