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Six Key Elements of E-RISE:
(Bolded terms have been emphasized multiple times to us by program officers)

1) Building of a jurisdiction-wide network of individuals, institutions, and 
organizations to develop high-quality research aligned with jurisdictional 
scientific priority areas and the EPSCoR mission and goals

2) Incorporation of Diversity, Equity, Access, and Culture of Inclusion of different 
institution types and sectors (DEACI)
 At least one PUI and/or MSI

3) Development of a skilled workforce that is relevant to the project and its 
outcomes (WFD)

4) Incorporation of use-inspired perspectives and societal impact (SI)

5) Building of a pathway to sustainability

6) Development of a continual improvement cycle



Project Description (20 pages)

I. Research and Capacity-Building Goals and Vision
 A. Overview:
 B. Vision:
 C. Workforce Development:
 D. Jurisdictional Impact and Sustainability:

II. Execution, Planning, and Assessment
 A. Strategic Plan: 
 B. Evaluation Plan:

III. Organization and Management
 A. Management Plan:
 B. Institutional Configuration:
 C. Diversity and Culture of Inclusion:

IV. Results from Relevant Prior Support



Microplastics are Ubiquitous - What are their effects in coastal ecosystems?



Science Questions That Guide This Project

Q1. What processes govern the fate and transport of NMPs within coastal ecosystems and 
how is this dependent upon environmental transformations? 

Q2. How do changing environmental variability, anthropogenic stressors, and future NMP 
sources combine to influence NMPs entry into the environment, food web and trophic 
cascades, marine organisms, and ecosystems?

Q3. How can socially and scientifically informed approaches be designed to advise policy 
governing the impacts of NMPs?

 

E-RISE RII: Socio-ecological Impact of Microplastics in Coastal Ecosystems (SIMCoast)
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Roadmap



Other E-RISE Tips I’ve Learned…

1. Needs to be able to standalone from E-CORE
Budget for administrative support, seed grants, workforce development needs to be included

2. 4-year and 7-year goals need to be clearly defined.

3. Direct alignment with Jurisdiction Science and Technology Plan.

 “Marine sciences, mitigation of contaminants from land to sea”

4. Use-Inspired Perspectives and Societal Impacts cannot be an after thought. Needs to guide the 
research from the beginning. 

5. Incubator, not Research Center. Needs to be able to continuously adapt and change.

6. Does not have to be even split of funds. Any institution/entity should be justified. 

7. Start Early! Weekly meetings for SIMCoast started in September (4 months prior to submission)


