¢ RHODE ISLAND

—— Q) NSF EPSCoR

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Seed Grants for Use-Inspired Research:
Info Session
Rhode Island Network for Excellence in Science & Technology (RI-NEST)
July 17, 2025

THE

S5 M \
UNIVERSITY ISLAND - 5}  Roger Williams
OF RHODE ISLAND

COLLEGE




—— &) NSF EPSCoR

ADVANCING GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY IN STEM

Today’s Agenda

1. Introductions

2. What is RI NSF EPSCoR?
And RI-NEST?

3. RI-NEST Seed Grants:
Goals & Structure

4. Discussion

5. Closing & Ways to Stay Connected

Above: The Hlluminated Bay, a visualization exhibit which interactively

displays ecological data about Narragansett Bay’s changing
environments. . Developed under RI NSF EPSCoR’s previous major
grant, RI C-AIM. Photo by Shann Kirby
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Introductions

from RI-NEST

Elin Torell Howard Dooleyj, Jr. Shaun Kirby
Principal Investigator Project Administrator Communications &
and Project Director Outreach Coordinator

hdoolev(@uri.edu skirbv(@uri.edu
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What is EPSCoR?

Funded through the U.S. National Science
Foundation, the Established Program to
Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR)
seeks to enhancing research competitiveness
and broaden STEM participation among 27
states. Since 2004 and with the dedicated
support of our US. congressional delegation,
RI has received four major collaborative grants
through the NSF EPSCoR program to
advance scientific research and broaden
participation among institutions across the
state.

Scan for list of
recent EPSCoR
awards in

Rhode Island

@ﬁg i@

And RI-NEST?

RI-NEST Vision: Thriving communities engaged with and
benefiting from science and technology endeavors across Rhode
Island and the Narragansett Indian Tribe and its people.

RI-NEST Mission: Enable the State of Rhode Island and the
Narragansett Indian

Tribe to grow and

sustain research

infrastructure that provides social and economic benefit to all and
is founded on use-inspired science and technology, science
communications, and workforce development opportunities.

Inside RI-NEST

Strengthen workforce
development by

Catalyze ips by

seeding diverse and use-
inspired research, focusing on

for science communication, |
visualization, and data

Overarching broadening opportunities  small businesses that increase sharing to improve
for research and education, competitiveness in Rhode translation of science for ./
Goals which in turn creates I§Iand‘s Blue Economy and understanding and use by a |
pathways to careers in tech retain STEAM graduates from broad spectrum of partners

i 9 state inst ions of higher and increase funding inf e

and research industries. R s f high di funding into th

education. state.
1 - =
<] RI’'s research ecosystem is supported through RI-NEST’s 4 “Cores” >

e

Science

Workforce
D Ci
sl HERE Garrin 1o

808 G5 usercommunis

View
RI-NEST’s
Strategic Plan




RHODE ISLAND

—— i NSF EPSCoR

— ADVANCING GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY IN STEM

Seed Grant Categories

Research Seed Grants Up
to $10,000 for faculty
and researchers at Rhode
Island institutions of
higher education.

Student Research Seed

Grants

Up to $5,000 for full-time
graduate students at
Rhode Island institutions
of higher education.

Seed Grants - Goals & Structure

Evaluation Criteria

Does the proposal align with RI-NEST’s strategic goals and embody principles
of use-inspired research?

b

Does the proposal align with one of the five priority domains of Rhode Island’s
Science & Technology Plan?

Is the proposal well-defined, and does it present a clear research question, approach,
and realistic timeline?

Will this proposal contribute meaningfully to research, innovation, and/or student
development in STEM fields?

Does the budget cleatly support the proposal’s scope of work?

Does the proposal cleatly outline faculty or institutional support to help ensure
project success? For graduate student applicants only.
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Seed Grants - Goals & Structure

RI-NEST Goals

Strengthen workforce development by broadening opportunities for research and education,

which in turn creates pathways to careers in tech and research industries.

Catalyze partnerships by seeding diverse and use-inspired research, focusing on small

businesses that increase competitiveness in Rhode Island’s Blue Economy and retain STEAM

graduates from state institutions of higher education.

Implement opportunities for science communication, visualization, and data sharing to

improve translation of science for understanding and use by a broad spectrum of partners, and

increase funding into the state.
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Seed Grants - Goals & Structure

Proposals must be ...

But may also be...

Use-inspired

Research is driven by the potential for practical application
and societal social and/or economic benefits, while also
advancing scientific knowledge.

Research that integrates knowledge across academic
disciplines with participation by non-academic partners to
address societal & economic challenges.

THE RESEARCH 1S GUIDED BY THE PRINCIPLE THAT ‘SCIENTIFIC RIGOR MEETS SOCIETAL & ECONOMIC RELEVANCE.
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Seed Grants - Goals & Structure

Domains & cross-cutting competencies in RI’s

Science & Technology Plan

LIFE FOOD
SCIENCE & MARINE ENERGY ADVANCED § INNOVATION
PUBLIC SCIENCES MATERIALS &
HEALTH TECHNOLOGY

DESIGN

APPLIEDIT RANSLATIONAL SCIENCE
SCIENCE COMMUNICATION

View the RI Science &
Technology Plan in full
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Discussion

Questions?

Concerns?
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Closing and Ways to Connect

% Applications due by September 1
% Decisions will be announced by October

% Don’t hesitate to reach out and ask further
questions of us prior to the deadline.

Upcoming RI-NEST Events

2025 SURF Symposium
Friday, Angust 1, Yam-12pm

Seed Grant Info Session 2
Tuesday, August 5, 3pm

The Open Newsroom’s Community Conversation Night
Monday, Augnst 18, 5-7pm

Scan to visit RI NSF EPSCoR
Homepage and sign up for our
monthly newsletter




