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To find a septic system permit / plan:
Step 1: Do some homework

Collect the following information about
the property:

* Current address (street #, street name,
Rl town)

* Some street names change over time — list old
names too!

* Some addresses in permits refer to telephone pole
#s —bthese might be the same today, or they might
not be

* Town’s tax assessor’s Plat & Lot number

e Search on the town tax assessor’s database — in Rl,
this is often using “Vision Government Solutions”
webpages

e Can search for the lot on town’s web GIS database
(if available)

* Note: These numbers may be different today than
they were 30+ years ago

* Names of past property owners /
developers

* May be listed on parcel / tax card info

* May need to contact town hall to find previous
owners if there are many

* If possible... find out

* Rough age of system / year of installation / repair
* Any permit numbers associated with the system



Onsite Wastewater Resource Center @ URI

To find a septic system permit / plan:
Step 2: go to
https://www.ri.gov/DEM/owts

Stote of Rhode Ishand

5
OWTS Search - Office of Water Resources OWTS Website  Rlgov

2 Cepartment of Environmental Monogement

i S te TEr [all | arch Th ] 1
| ) - B il 1 by & E L et Of TEHIMS weard after 19 t
1 T 3 m 1 | 1 e T Fie | £ fion, desi ] 1 1 mair al}

j fior the treatment and dispersol of wostewotes, which i< oneceentiol part of protecting pubfc health and

1L . i f . '

Enter sepereh eriteris | W b viewe hisbarical infoemation oo paremit skotus far ol spplicotisns. When vieering the
detads ol a corfarmed permil you mimy Devwnbogd POF orages (il awvailabls] af Generate o Certifcate of
Conformoance o oll pemmis if one hos been granked b the O

To schedule o DEM Fils Revies, el & Fegquesst 1or A

DEM OWTS {Septic System) Permit Search

Step 1: EMTER the OWTS Parmit & for the record wou want to view OF select the City/Toam wihene the
property ko locoted ond click SEARCH

Stap £ WAIT for the next search box to appear where you can enter odditional criteria to filler. sort ond
segroh within the results.

Chf Ty

OWTS Permit #: Select City,/Town >

|:| Mew Applicotions Received in the lost 30 days |:| Approved in the lost 30 doys

I:l Confarmed m the last B0 days
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To find a septic system permit / plan:
Step 3a: If you know permit #
(format: [#][#][#][#]-[#][#][#])

X )
3.

% OWTS Search - Office of Water Resources OWTS Website  Rlgov

2 Cepartment of Environmental Monogement

- Stote of Rhode Iskand

permiting cotivities administered by the Stote for OWTS permit opplications received after L1960 Permits are

Enter Permit | -
(e.8. 1234-0087) P m s e oo it

into box

o schedule o DEM File Reviewy, sl @ Request for Ae

DEM OWTSMSeptic System) Permit Search

Step 1: EMTERRhe OW TS Parmit & for the record wou want to view OF select the City/Toam wihane the
property io locded ond click SEARCH

Stap & WAIT follthe next search box to oppear where you con enter odditienal criterio to filter, sort ond
search within thawesults.

Chf Ty

OWTS Permit #: Select City,/Town >

|:| Mew Applicotions Received in the lost 30 days |:| Approved in the lost 30 doys
I:l Confarmed m the last B0 days

Rt Then click

search
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To find a septic system permit / plan:
Step 3b: If you don’t know permit #

Stote of Rhode Ishand

=¥ OWTS Search - Office of Water Resources OWTS Website  Al.gow

2 Cepartment of Environmental Monogement

3

:'I-.'.-'-h':l.-...-:.-:.-'h: I‘-I::r': -- 'I-Illll III.::--I:.' X ”'l' 'il'v';-':"-'-lll.-'-I-i-:'-l -I'I- I -I-II-'- :.-.I.-.--:.-II:!'-II-I-. select RI
L e s i)l City/Town

worlarmed periirl vyl iy []l}ﬂ-’ll!{lﬂl:l: CHF it ek (I dwenlabse| af LrEr
Conformoance far oll penmis i one has been granbed b the DER

To schedule o DEM Fils Revies, el & Fegquesst 1or A

DEM OWTS {Septic System) Permit Search

Step 1: ENTER the OWTS Permit & for the recond you weant to view OF select the CibgTonam
property io locoted ond click SEARCH

are the

Stap & WAIT for the next search box to oppear where you con enter odditienal criterio to fifer, sort ond

cegreh within the resaults.

Chf Ty

OWTS Permit #: Select City,/Town >

|:| Mew Applicotions Received in the lost 30 days |:| Approved in the lost 30 doys
I:l Confarmed m the last B0 days

Rt Then click

search
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To find a septic system permit / plan:
Step 4: use past owners, street
address, plat/lot to filter results...

T Merasn

OWTS Permit &: Charlestown =

m Hew Applications Recerved in the lost 30 days n Approved n the last 30 days
[] Conformed in the last 90 days

SEARCH

Type here to

narrow down
results

Step 3: ADD ony search criteria to filter results. Click columin b

fidings to sort results.

Search A
";r'.f'f“ Haore e filtor 'll.:"' Stroer. Owner .I".i'-e"ql':".‘rlf"r_ HatA ot n

entries

Permit & *  City'Town Location Owner Designer Pla

Charkestown  Lody Slipper Drve Sievern Dudshyn Donald jacksod s '_'-'-'-I-.

Chorestows Lody Shpper Dave K Eyvin Todmkins Donabd Jockson 230

Chortestownm 780 Alton-Carolima Jeck Whoodmonses Andre Boisvert FaI%

Charlestown  West Beoch Road AJT Realty Partners, LLC jozeph Fh i 23
Chaorlestown  Marrow Lone Jortmasuth Homes, Inc Donakd jockson

Chorlectoam Dubaomel Avenus ryELtico Corparation |omes Kasierski 1 71

Chorlestown  Kings Foctory Rood Lee Boy Ring Alfred DHCTio 2114

Choar

SO

Chorsestoam

Wlest Wvay [LMlities Undenground)

35 Sapfshde Avenue

Solly Whitiemere

Toim Bottisto

W illsoim Dowsecla]] 1 2l

Wil Dovaechel] Fal g
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To find a septic system permit / plan:
Step 5: find your permit! (hopefully)

Search
Smith
Permit & =  City/Town
Ju =
I 05 B Ty legionsd
I Choriesion
[ |
I 1 B Choresio
I Chorlestonw
|
B Chorlesion
Il:' horiesto
|
m Chioriestow
I I Chorlestonw
|
m Charkesiansm
I I Charlesstaonsm
|
m Chorkestonsm
I i I':"\-l.lrit".'.-:--.-.-l-
[
4 g Charieshen
I ' I-:'u RO
|
NOrEskowT
I I Chorlestown
|
g Choriestowsn
I I':' borkestown
| i
Chorlestovmn
[ |
I I Charlesionsn
T Eam 0

Showing 1 o 20 of 143 entries

matches your
property info

Laeatian

Click on blue
permit
number when

you find a
permit that

16 Fond bifFadow Rood

1654 Jnset e

g Tom Dinse
166 Rom |sland Rood
46 Blue Ridge Drive
140 Kings Factory Rood
93 Burdickville Rood
Hazen 5t
Hozen 54
Charlestown Beoch Rd
Essex Dr

[filtered from 6,427 total entries)

Ohner
| F Smmith Bu
JF. Smith Bu
Wil St
Geatt Smath
Willord Samnit]
Willard . Srr
Willard |. S
Timothy Srmik
jabin Samath
Patricia E. Smth
Cathwerine Smdth
Edwaard P Sith
Michoel Smith
Kark & Smithey
Mike Smith
jeffrey | Smit
Waoynie £ Sgith
Fobert HEmith
andreo | Smith

Hargd E Srmuth

reviows [l 2 3 4

o B

7
Lal

enbmes

Designer

Navigate
through
pages... if too

many, can add

extra info to
search bar

L CE L

LIt
Dongyd Jackson
Hofavailakle
mathy STasiunas
Damiel Harmngton, 1l
Eugense Spring
Duariene Gardmer
Wieshey Grant. I
Thomes Burdick
Mot avarlobde
Mot ovodloble
avmiable

' [e 1

Mot avarlable

Mext
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Files pre-1990 have less info

## = town

%- e Office ater Reso

; “\/; 1)
OWTS Permit#:| 72050 HH C I Ic k VI ew

)
T ——

<

Locotion: Charlestown d, Charlestown Permit ID # to See PDF Of
roee 1328 Y'Y Of permit permit

Civenier Smith

° . +
Diesigner: Mot avoilable appllca’tlon
Tatal Daily Flow: Mot available SYStem Plans

For residentsal use, colculate approved number of bedrooms by dnading the Total Dgg Ty 150 gallons/edroom Tor
wystems approved before 2008 or by 115 golonsibedrooem for syslemeg o in or after 2008
EEE § EEE § Em =

I Conformed File WIEW
]

Historical Information:

Ho historical infermation is availoble for permits conformed before 1990,

Lost Updoted: 0=/ 1720022 F14 PR

SEARCH AGAIM = 'E.':|_1Il_l :.| |'._|:.-_|:_u_. Il_.|:;'||_‘|

¥ = =
hﬂ OWTS Search - Office of Water Resources
e

" Deepartment of Ervarenmentod BManogement

e 4-H H
SO 0TS Permits: 63051

ooatiorr. Hazen SR, Charlestown
PianiLot f13

Creener Waoyne E Smith

s Mt ovadlable

wicl Daity Flevw: Mot ovollobls

Histarical Information:
Ha histesical ndormatisn s gealobls [or permits éanfaimed bifors 1900

Lot Lipdioted 043 203 T-14 Fu
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Example of permit

(late 1960s — 1970s vintages)

Property
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Example of permit plan
(late 1960s — 1970s vintages)

e ww -_u_-__-]_r‘_rﬁ“ﬁ-:-.—- ——
LT L I
- Jh r-lr_l-rTm'_'r_T'-[?i-
JL LT '

o

Bed-type |F=——otth
drainfield Bl oL

o | = P ——— , 'I.:' 'i_'__ _'
:I! Septic Tank | || ' 1 [T enf E geaEx
:EI (750 gallons) I\ o (0 [H D 1:nd .
T N T e e

% Pt = '.-':.'_':

i
I I | B e A
-, | S 0 O 5 e o N |
ez e Y L1 | . | .

Sumal 5 H '
.ﬁ.!_r_._; -:: I i
o[ 1] Important I/ el
-[' system info | "
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Files post-1990 have more info on
permit landing page
State of Rhode Island

OWTS Search - C=snurces OWTS Website Al gow

\ - Department of Environmentdl Management

OWTS F‘Eﬁnit#: 2 g

—
Location: Marraw Lane, CMhegestown Per'mlt ID #
Xth permit received that year for that town

Plat/Lot 20/ -
YY of permit This is most likely a
Designer: William Dowdell conventional system for a
K o Daily Flow: 600 gallons NEW 4-bedroom house

Chwerer Smith

For residential use, coloulate approved number of bedrggms by dividing the Total Daily Flow by 150 gallons/bedroom

far systems approved belore 2008 ar |;_:l_|. 115 gal Hongedioom for systems approved in or alter 2008

r':-r*-fi:-lr"’:cd Fike: I CIiCk “VieW”

e to see PDF of
Historical Informatio

S E SN E EEm N l_l_l_. Permit

m  OFO5 2000 applicotion Canformed

I &S 1412000 Cover [nspection I application +
system plans

I 10413/ 1995 & pplicotion Appraved

OES23/1998 Mew Building Construction App. Rec'd I
I I EEm = EEm & =
Last Updated: 0472 LA202 2 7:14 Py

GENERATE CERTIFILATE OF CONFORN ANLCE

SEARCH AGAIN

Conventional systems
tend to have few
details listed




Files post-1990 have more info on

bermit landing page
3 State of Rhode [sland m
IE OWTS Search - Of e ——— JUrces

) Department of Environmentolonogement

e

s Permit ID #
P Xth permit received that year for that town

OWTS Website  Rlgow

OWTS Permito:

Léeation H!Il'l.-g Tam Drive,
FiatiLot 7
Onaner; Smith

Designer: Dankel Harrington, 1l

e e e e el Sl This is an ADVANCED
I gtal Diaily Flows 460 gallons
o mmm m mm system for a NEW 4-
dpproved before Z00B or by 115 golonsbedroom Tor systems appged bedroom house

For residentiol use, calculate approved number of bedvooms by dividinggs
I | I | ] u

I Conformed File I
. Click “View”

Historical Information:

P — to see PDF of

08 F7 /2016 Conformonce Moiled

[
O/ 27r2016 Application Conformed Pel"m It
I OS 2712016 Under Rewievs for Condermance application +

m | OG29/2016 Cover Inspectan

I 05/26/2016 Submit Certificate of Construction SYStem Pla‘ns
06202016 Siart of Construction

1 TA1412015 fApprovaal Maoiled

1T Application Appraved Advanced systems

m | 09/26/2016 Operation & Maintenance Report Required are named
12/1412015 ADVANTEX AX-20 FILTER

[ ol iy (Advantex AX-2.0),'
12/04/2015% Mew Building Construction App. Rec'd mOdern perm’ts

I 11/06/2015 Site Evaluation Report Maoiled have more

" | 11/06/2015 Site Evaluation Approved regulatory

I 11/06/2015 Site Evaluation Form Review requirements &

JORZ01 Sate Evialuntic arm AeCene
a | 1M0572015 Site Evaluntion Form Received
I 102572015 Sail Evaluation - COMCUR
[
10/2812015 Dy Season Inspection for 5o
10/13/2015 Diry Season Apphcatson Recered
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Example of a conventional system
certificate of construction (1980s)

IONMEN" - ANKRCEfn .o 0

DEPARTM.:. 0° b°
DEVISTE | OF LAND RE:OURCES

'[HI:H-.'JT'DHAL SEUACE DISFPULSAL SYSTEMS

CERTIFICATE OF CONSTRUCTION

FOR INSTALLERS OF INDIVIDUAL SEWACE DISPOSAL SYSTEHS

! —
I. W) Ehk 'p‘- - I';“'EMEE ALl , to ehe excanc thae T have perfoceed
INSTALLEES NAHE PRINTED

B RY ey er_ MAY a9,
i
tify chac the individusl sevage disposal systes as shown om che plaae for

o5 - s HEH

I5D5 PERMIT HO.)
fuch syefem ad appievaed by Che Divédter €f Eavironmenial Hanagewmant,

Beco &d., (Fo/e # YitHd

(STREET)

work om said syscem as of the

vas inetalled Lo cooformamce with tha permit and plans

The proparcy ie located at MHuc Ke W
— L

//]/;mfe ﬁ"fmu

(CITY OR TOWN)

The sepeic cank Lis located as sac forch Belaw

N T . |

i g | e— THNL
1% Fa 7 . :
r | Swing ties
Hmj (measurements)
. help locate tank
MoT To SLALE

WATR

1 -

_ =

o Buckeye BRook Toad  (Fpg ”##ﬁ
Pl '
oMot L/ ) :
- ) -
. bk Pl i:l-—'-{'-‘r:-i-.‘n: d?::br-é'ﬂ
(SYSTEM LNSPECTED av) .‘___J.-"'.,:HETJ\LLI'.FIE SIGHATURE)
sl S EE

5

- A0 - B E

(JaTE

OF LRSFPECTIOMNY

5= =3

{{DnTgﬁ

LLICENSE NO,)
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xample o
site plan (1990s)
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Canorhamer Doy Carficson atucred? LTS [P a1 )
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'ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁ.ﬂh- -y
P

=T

§ i
/G
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Example of a conventional system
certificate of construction (1990s

[T E0

DIVISION OF GROUNDWATER & I1SDS

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
= INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL S§YSTEMS SECTION

INSTALLER'S CERTIFICATE OF CONSTRUCTION FOR ISDS SYSTEM
APPLICATIONNO. 7 3 0S ~/ HH#

I, E 1.:_."-'-. 3E!ﬁ Q i Hﬂ i T . to the extent that | have performed the
Installer"s Nama (Plagsa Print]

+4
work on ssid system asof the _ & dayof __ fppRcCh . 197€,

certify that the individual sawage disposal systam as shown on the plans for ISDS Parmit

Mofios -1 as ingtalled in confarmancea with tha parmit and plans for such systam

as approved by the Director of the Rhode Island Dapartment of Environmental

Managamaent.
Tha property is located at (Streat) pﬂ'a*'ﬁ 10y e QL‘-” in the City
or Town of _l{;__h_u_f;_f_k— 3‘:,1“--‘—— ) . The septic tank and D-Box (if any)

ars locatad as sat forth balaw:

Swing ties
(measurements) .
help locate tank & :
distribution box

DR LAy

Qb R s 7

Installer's Signature License No.

Mared o 1996
Date Signed
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Example of a conventional system

site plan (~2020)

RAGURET: BECTHOH VIEW — TRERNCH S'YETEM = LEVEL 2T

| #OF DESIGN UNITS -

| uniT DESIGN FLOW £ /3" gallons per gp_(mm-mm.nmur FLOW 3"1’5 oo
| TANKSIZE___ /500 gallons DESIGNLOADINGRATE ____ ¢9.4f _gpdist
| MINIMUM REQUIRED LEACHFIELD AREA L4 squarefe.&t' '

‘| LEACHFIELD TYPE Clegw 65

RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMEN"
ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATI
www.d

AFPLICA“UNH:: .?“?a5 i/

TYPE OF APPLli"‘AﬂON (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)

ZINEW BUILDING  CONSTRUCTION | O AE TECHNOLOGY TYPE
| O ALTERATION Q VARIANCE
O REPAIR O REDESIGN

JA-IRANSFER 0 JOINT OWTS / WETLANDS PD
SITE INFORMATION

kﬂ"}'fffﬁ'bq"’w‘y ZonD

NO. STREET CITYITOWN POLE #
PLAT NUMBER __ Z LOTNUMBER_ {,  SUBDIVISION LOT NUMBER
LOT SIZE 5 _/SFIACRES

SUBDIVISION NAME _ Gcvd e s Favm

SUBDIVISION SITE SUITABILITY CERTIFICATION #
DWNER INFORMATION

paccs Sear
LAST NAME / ‘FIRST NAME i M.l
: CNL ol 2y - 1@1' 2
NO. STREET CITYITOWN, ZiP CODE

RIDEM APPLICATION HISTORY
& ves LnNo  APPLICATION# 42048 —

PREVIOUS SITE TESTING
DEPTH TO APPROVED WATER TABLE 4 “how DETERMINED _ S/ Lopyf

T_EST HDLE#__j_ DATE EHC&‘J&TEDj_-I_'ZiL_{,ZWEﬂANDSWiHn 200 OF OWTS h ves U No
werLaND DETERMMATION ) ves O no riEm FILE# /§2Y  oate 7 1 /¥ | /F
LARGE SYSTEM (] YES ] NO  OCI FILE # IF APPLICABLE

DESIGN INFORMATION :

BUILDING USE: & Residential O Commercial
U other

WATER SUPPLY;:" a public water |:| publlc ws!l a pr]vate well

TOTAL AREA OF MFJHL PROVIDED 4 &2 squarefeet

- DEM SEE INSTRUCTIOM



Example of a conventional system
certificate of construction (2021)

DiPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MAAEIERT"

OFFICE OF WATER RESOURCESy(v 16 202 7

R PERMITTING SECTION r'*‘l
ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS Wﬁ? B OGRAM

DESIGNER'S CERTIFICATE OF CONSTRUCTION FOR OWTS

Permit No. |70 5 - \HHH
L Sana e & wa A AC WS eeans the designer of record for the OWTS inmllaf'n:-n I:}cz.ued at
(Street) WG S TACTORS 2 ToASS q jhe Citv o
O A S AT ST Oy T hereby certify that . .
Swing ties

performed by the installer named below, and to the best of my informn
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Example of an advanced system
site plan e
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Example of an advanced
site plan
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Example of an advanced system
certificate of construction (201 6)

Permit No. 1@!:35 ‘D###

,_Michael A, Del&oss; | asthe designer of record for the OWTS installation located at
(Street)  Cooaf Uuol., DRWE in the City ar Town of

CHARLE S Te wind hereby certify that the installation of the OWTS was
performed by the installer named below, and fo the best of my information, koowledge and belief, was
witnessed and inspected in actordance with RIDEM/OWTS Rules, and that, in my professional opinion, the
installation of the OWTS conforms with the plans, specifications, applicable stafuies, regulations, and
construction tolerances as approved by the Director of the Rhode Island Depantment of Environmentsl
Management. [ further certify that [ have documented the installation im accordance with RIDEM/OWTS
Rules. This certification is effective as of (date): Septempear 29 zoil
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Tips for finding an OLD septic
system permit / plan (pre-1990):

* Permits don’t exist pre-1968

* Many plans (especially subdevelopments) don’t

Ihachahtactual addresses — go by pole # or subdivision
ot #.

* Look at as many neighboring/nearby plans as you can and look
at their location relative to today’s address — often times you
can figure out which lot is yours tzly looking at the parcel shape,
orientation (which way is N?), and general location relative to
roads and intersections

* Sometimes road names change

 Beware of town’s tax assessor’s Plat & Lot number

* Not always tied to plans; some towns re-numbered their lots in
the pellsltI:D~3O years. The town may be able to help ID your old
parce

* Names of past property owners / developers

* May be listed on parcel / tax card info, but may need to contact
town hall to find previous owners if property has changed
hands many times OR original owner has had property for 40+
years

* If you can’t find a permit...
* Some permits got lost in some of the transitions from paper to
microfilm to digital files at DEM...

* Your local town hall may have info — if not the plans, perhaps
they have maintenance/inspection records and info that may
provide clues

. Ifgou find your permit number, but aren’t able to look at
PDF plans, you can request that DEM digitize them — fill
out a records request (directions on permit website)

* Don’t trust previous owners’ memories of where the
system might be — memory is tricky, and you might have
maLor' regrets if the system is not where it is remembered
to be!
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