Deepening Connections through Community Engagement

Authors: Emily Diamond, Departments of Communication Studies and Marine Affairs, University of Rhode Island; Jaclyn Witterschein, Coastal Institute at the University of Rhode Island; Amber Neville, Coastal Institute at University of Rhode Island; Laurel Schaider, Silent Spring Institute

ﬁ COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AIMS / RESEARCH TRANSLATION AIMS '-
/ N

4

Project | SRP Center

o’ Offera testing program for homegrown produce and locally caught fish and
E support STEEP's extended exposure assessment in Hyannis. /

' S INTERNAL Outreach  Jpy5a4 Spectrum
COMMUNICATION Outreach
Collaborate with Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe to collect fish and shellfish for f= Prov;de releva;t andI
333 I I I I I roject SRR ecific Focus . I
MR PFAS testing, develop identity-based messaging strategies, and evaluate Project2 N Specic tlmde y research translation
effectiveness of messages and delivery channels to reduce PFAS exposure. / sTEEr Y and engagement.

“' of information

Administrative Core
\ ISommunit)jc . .
rogerer: | ldentify and work with

. Connect STEEP trainees with high schools on Cape Cod to enhance \ Projct 3 .
| . ey echanss ML y new/existing stakeholders
. understanding of PFAS and other water quality issues through supplemental Advory
222 i Dissemination and collaborators.

curriculum and Cape-wide high school water quality summits. SQu rces, Tra nsport’ Exposu re & Effects Of PFAS o termaden S

Management

. . . UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND SUPERFUND RESEARCH PROGRAM o OUTREACH N \
Collaborate with community organizations on Cape Cod and more broadly to \

educate and empower communities affected by PFAS contamination.

JAN

firetighting foams and other sources. CEC activities are planned to engage visibility through trainee promotion and the creation of responsive, modern, and effective RESEARCH o UL L

private well owners, members of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe, high communication products.

-
school students, and other residents on Cape Cod.

LEAD:  Elsie Sunderland, PhD, Harvard University John A. Paulson School of Engineering and Applied Science

Multiple areas around Cape Cod have been impacted by PFAS from RTC activities springboard from CEC and Project goals, and aim to enhance STEEP g‘FEE#

. . AIMS:  Characterize the contribution of contaminated Cape Cod site to downstream biota and develop model

S2& FEATURED ACTIVITY: SHARE STEEP S TEED

R E S E A R C H E R S Sources, Transport, Exposure & Effects of PFAS [

% FEATURED ACTIVITY: TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT

. . . * Share research and create products to support work with CEC for Cape Cod residents and
e Implement fish and shellfish testing. tribal partners.

Dr. Rainer Lohmann is Professor of Oceanography at the University of Rhode Island’s Graduate School of
Oceanography. As the Director of the URI Superfund Research Center STEEP (Sources, Transport,
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® research into the sources, transport, and bioaccumulation of anthropogenic pollutants. Lohmann initiated a
global effort to monitor organic contaminants in the waters of the world, termed AQUA-GAPS. Lohmann

* Collaborate to understand community risk perceptions e Create continuous cycle of engagement with RETCC to promote research, accomplishments.

Philippe Grandjean, Ph.D., University of Rhode Island College of Pharmacy dsites in Rl and on Cape Cod,

and concerns. e Support RETCC mentorships in writing, rhetoric, and digital communications.

Dr. Philippe Grandjean conducts international research to assess adverse health effects that are linked
to exposures to environmental chemicals, especially those that occur prenatally during highly vulnerable
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* Continuing testing from prior years, a second round of samples were collected from ® Establish a formal partnership with the University of Rhode Island Harrington School of

* PFAS analysis was completed in September 2022, as well as testing for markers of septic Bethsaida Cardona, sorting private student-driven studioc work.
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COVID restrictions necessitated flexibility and encouraged STEEP to further engage Cape Cod residents
in a community-led science effort: participants and organized volunteers were trained to collect their
own well water samples. Future project goals include expansion of testing to homegrown produce and
locally caught fish, and a similar community-science model may be used for data collection.
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