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THE DUMB WAITER is presented by special arrangement with 
Broadway Licensing, LLC, servicing the Dramatists Play Service. 
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Free Range Chickens 
By Ann Wuehler 

 
 

The Dumb Waiter 
By Harold Pinter 

 
 



 
 

DIRECTORS’ NOTES 

 
 

From Kenneth Dunn, Director, Free Range Chickens 
One of the most important things that I’m looking for when 

I set out to make a play is a sense of nervous laughter. To find 
something that leads us to that. In my mind, it’s better than normal 
laughter. Nervous laughter operates on the same frequency as a 
“gasp,” or some other form of shock, delivers apprehension, but 
also has inbuilt in it, laughter, which is indicative of joy. It’s 
something I look for when I seek out artistic work a lot -what makes 
me laugh, but also slightly uncomfortable in the back of my head? 
Free Range Chickens is a show that evoked that feeling for me, 
and I hope it does for you too. It involves two strangers at a bus 
station. It’s one of those shows that is almost impossible to write 
about for fear of giving the game away — spoilers — and I hope 
that when you sit in your seat and view all of the excellent work 
people have put into this - that you are just as surprised as I was 
when I first read it.  

 
From Brandon Tallardy, Director, The Dumb Waiter 

Harold Pinter’s The Dumb Waiter lives in the tension 
between silence and explosion - between what is said, what is unsaid, 
and what can’t be admitted out loud. In this production, we explore 
the fragile loyalties and quiet terrors that bind two men waiting for 
instructions from an unseen power. Pinter asks us to lean into the 
discomfort, to recognize the absurdity in the banal, and to confront the 
systems—personal or political—that demand obedience without 
explanation. Thank you for joining us in the room where uncertainty 
takes center stage.  
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URI Theatre Mission Statement 
The URI Theatre program provides a conservatory experience with a pre-
professional liberal art setting. The distinguished faculty, guest artists and 

staff place an equal emphasis on the theoretical and practical understanding 
of theatre. Artistically vibrant, relevant and rooted in collaboration, our 

unique production program enriches all students and serves the educational 
and cultural needs of the university and the greater community 

 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

by William Shakespeare 
February 27- March 1 & 4-8, 2026 

Robert E. Will Theatre, URI Fine Arts Center 
 
 

Ride The Cyclone 
Book, Music, and Lyrics by Jacob Richmond & Brooke Maxwell 

April 17-19 & 22-26, 2026 
Robert E. Will Theatre, URI Fine Arts Center  
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