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URI Theatre Presents

Proof
by David Auburn

SCAN HERE FOR FULL PROGRAM —

RODETL ...t Isaiah Agabi
Catherine .....co.eevviriiiieiecieeee e Princess Johnson
Hal oo Jake DeShiro
CLAITC.....eeeie ettt Abraphine Ngafaih
RODETt U/S .. Jeremy Rodriquez
Catherine U/S ...ccveviiviiiiiiierieeieeeeeeee e Jolina Phin
Hal U/8 o Henry Kerr
ClLaITE U/S . Nabia Morris
SETTING: TIME:
The back porch of a house in Chicago. Fall of 2006
ACT ONE: ACT TWO:
Scene 1 Night. Catherine’s 25th Scene 1 Flashback to September, 4
Birthday. Fall 2006. years ago.
Scene 2 The next day. Morning of Scene 2 We return to the morning—
Robert’s funeral. an instant after the end of
Scene 3 The night of the funeral. Act One, Fall 2006.
Scene 4 The next morning. Scene 3 The next day. Fall 2006.
Scene 4 A flashback to last Winter.
Scene 5 The present, a week later.
Fall 2006.

There will be one ten-minute intermission.

Please turn off or place cell phones on silent mode. Their use, along with cameras,
recording devices, social media postings, and smoking, is PROHIBITED.

PROOF is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals
on behalf of Dramatists Play Service.

www.concordtheatricals.com
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URI Theatre Mission Statement
The URI Theatre program provides a conservatory experience with a pre-
professional liberal arts setting. The distinguished faculty, guest artists, and staff
place an equal emphasis on the theoretical and practical understanding of theatre.
Artistically vibrant, relevant and rooted in collaboration, our unique production
program enriches all students and serves the educational and cultural needs of
the university and the greater community.

Proof
by David Auburn

Originally presented by Manhattan Theatre Club on May 23, 2000

Subsequently produced on Broadway by Manhattan Theatre Club (Lynne Meadow,
Artistic Director; Barry Grove, Executive Producer) Roger Berlind, Carole
Shorenstein Hays, Jujamcyn Theatres, Ostar Enterprises, Daryl Roth and Stuart
Thompson on October 24 2000.

Original Music and Sound Design by John Gromada

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER
AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION
AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY
MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY
PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS
AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT
LAW, FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT:
https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists




DRAMATURG’S NOTE

by Eva St. Germaine

The Guardian raves that, “Auburn carefully calibrates the funny with
the sad, balances credible realism with fugues of understated poetry.”
New York Theater magazine offers its praise by stating, “Proof asks us
to contemplate many things, such as the sacrifices of caretaking, the
uncertainty of life in your twenties, the burden of genius. It also asks
us to consider the beauty of mathematics, and the humanity of
mathematicians.” Variety notes, “Proof remains a scintillating play.”
These are just a few of the many positive reviews of David Auburn’s
award-winning play Proof.

David Auburn is an American playwright, screenwriter, and director.
He is best known for his play Proof, which was developed at the New
Brunswick Playhouse in New Jersey, during the 1999 Next Stage
series of new plays. It first premiered Off-Broadway in May 2000
before making its Broadway debut in October 2000. It won three Tony
Awards: Best Play, Best Performance by a Leading Actress in a Play,
and Best Direction of a Play. In 2001, it received the Pulitzer Prize for
Drama. It appeared on the big screen in 2005, with its feature film
starring Anthony Hopkins and Gwyneth Paltrow. It most recently had
a revival on Broadway, which closed in July 2026.

Our version of Proofis set in the city of Chicago in 2006. The story
takes place in Robert and Catherine’s backyard, at their home in a
rundown academic area near the University of Chicago.

At first glance, Proof presents a family drama centered around a
mathematical genius and his struggle with mental illness. However, it
is also a hauntingly beautiful story that follows a young woman,
Catherine, as she struggles with her identity, depression, her own
mathematical ambition, and the grief of her father’s death. Catherine
also navigates her personal relationships, including her sister Claire,
whom she deeply resents for not being around to care for their father,
and her father’s student Hal, who becomes the source of a budding
romance. Robert’s presence just won’t leave her alone, and his
appearances in her memories bring with them the possibility that she
may be just like her father.



Proof explores mathematical excellence and its pressures, sisterhood,
women in academia, and grief in a riveting way. It presents how young
women have been, and still can be, looked down upon in mathematics
and forces us to come to terms with our own gender biases.

Despite being written in 2000, Proof is still extremely relevant today.
It transports us directly into Catherine’s world, a world of notebooks,
math, and intellectual conversations, but also pain, misunderstanding,
and grief. Proofis a highly acclaimed play with lots of heart that
allows us all to look at the world through a different lens.
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