
 2023 Bacteria Data - Bristol Harbor and Mount Hope Bay and Tributaries: Fecal coliform enterococci

Save Bristol Harbor and Bristol County Water Authority Sites Fecal Coliform Data 
 Watershed 

code Monitoring Location 25-May 22-Jun 20-Jul 17-Aug 14-Sep 12-Oct GEOMEAN

NA BH - Elks Club <10 10 41 <10 62 <10 <10
NA BH - Bristol Harbor Inn <10 <10 318 <10 393 <10 <10
NA BH - Silver Creek 439 776 1086 10 52 10 112
NA BH - Silver Bridge 311 744 232 2613 11588 882 1062
NA BH - DaPonte/Wood St. 10 31 52 Dry 164 63 44
NA BH - Silver West 302 <10 1287 1130 8164 112 271
NA Bristol Golf Course A 49 20 333 63 8164 >9678 >348
NA Bristol Golf Course B 63 25 74 72 4611 20 96
NA BH - Silver East <10 63 41 51 705 8 30
NA BH - Windmill Pt <10 10 63 10 53 <10 <10
NA BH - Mill Pond <10 - 2098 399 886 <10 59
NA BH - Sanroma <10 <10 41 20 42 <10 <10
NA BH - Bristol Yacht Club <10 <10 63 <10 75 <10 <10
NA BH - Brito Dock <10 <10 10 10 75 <10 <10
NA BH - Herreshoff <10 <10 41 <10 10 <10 <10
MH BCWA - Upper Kickemuit Impoundment 108 20 1106 708 107 12 114
MH BCWA - Lower Kickemuit Reservoir 465 41 10 446 4611 2452 314
MH BCWA - Kickemuit Estuary 292 857 512 364 1607 7701 912
MH BH - Kickemuit 10 <10 20 20 53 <10 <10
MH BH - Annawamscutt Dr <10 41 74 <10 324 <10 10

In Rhode Island (RI) two groups of bacteria are monitored to indicate the presense of human sewage and associated pathogens, or 
disease causing organisms - fecal coliforms and enterococci. The RI Department of Health (RIHealth) uses a single-value 
enterococci standard for licensed swimming beaches.  The RI Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) uses a 
geometric mean approach for contact recreation standards on all other waters (fresh and salt).  In addition, as required by the 
National Shellfish Sanitation Program for shellfish waters and their tributaries and as an indicator of overall water quality, RIDEM 
assesses fecal coliform levels. 

While URIWW's analytical laboratories are certified by the State, URIWW data is for screening purposes only. Our data are very 
valuable for targeting areas of concerns and for tracking potential sources of bacterial contamination.  Any result above the state 
standard is considered unsafe, and swimmers should refrain from swimming until results return to acceptable levels, or at least for 
several days after heavy rain.

RI Department of Environmental Management fecal coliform standards:
Shellfish Waters - Not to exceed 14 fecal coliform per 100 mL (Exceedence indicated by YELLOW text).

Salt Waters Primary Contact/Swimming Standard - Not to exceed a geometric mean value of 50 fecal coliform per 100 mL.
(Swimming standard exceedence indicated by RED text). (NA = Construction prevented access)

Most Probable Number of Fecal coliform / 100 ml

The Mount Hope Bridge (Image from https://www.providencejournal.com/)

URI Watershed Watch Data - https://web.uri.edu/watershedwatch/ 



 2023 Bacteria Data - Bristol Harbor and Mount Hope Bay and Tributaries: Fecal coliform enterococci

Save Bristol Harbor and Bristol County Water Authority Sites Enterococci Data
 Watershed 

code Save Bristol Harbor Sites 25-May 22-Jun 20-Jul 17-Aug 14-Sep 12-Oct GEOMEAN

NA BH - Elks Club 53 <10 - <10 41 10 <10
NA BH - Bristol Harbor Inn <10 <10 - 10 313 <10 <10
NA BH - Silver Creek Lab Error 857 - 10 10 20 36
NA BH - Silver Bridge Lab Error 1576 - 1631 9222 414 1770
NA BH - DaPonte/Wood St. <10 98 - Dry 837 50 45
NA BH - Silver West 114 <10 - 379 5172 211 136
NA Bristol Golf Course A 21 41 - 30 4106 4185 213
NA Bristol Golf Course B 20 75 - 201 1723 3922 289
NA BH - Silver East Lab Error 108 - 933 5867 7945 1472
NA BH - Windmill Pt Lab Error <10 - 20 10 <10 <10
NA BH - Mill Pond Lab Error - - 161 743 10 106
NA BH - Sanroma Lab Error <10 - 64 164 42 26
NA BH - Bristol Yacht Club <10 <10 - 20 31 <10 <10
NA BH - Brito Dock Lab Error <10 - <10 Lab error <10 <10
NA BH - Herreshoff Lab Error <10 - 10 Lab error <10 <10
MH BCWA - Upper Kickemuit Impoundment 41 10 - 426 381 12 61
MH BCWA - Lower Kickemuit Reservoir 85 5794 - 144 364 2452 576
MH BCWA - Kickemuit Estuary 132 74 - 109 175 7701 270
MH BH - Kickemuit Lab Error 292 - 10 10 10 23
MH BH - Annawamscutt Dr <10 31 - <10 Lab error <10 <10

Bristol Harbor (Image from https://www.frommers.com/slideshohttps://www.frommers.com/slideshows/847945-america-s-
best-summer-towns-bristol-rhode-island)

Most Probable Number of Enterococci / 100 ml

RIDEM Primary Contact Recreationa/Swimming Geometric Mean Density (Geomean):

 Not to exceed 35 enterococci per 100 mL. 

RIHealth standards at licenced beaches: Not to exceed 60 enterococci per 100 mL
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URI Watershed Watch Data - https://web.uri.edu/watershedwatch/ 


