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An update on PFAS testing in 

Cape Cod drinking water



101 volunteer wells sampled in 2018

Locations of private wells on Cape Cod

STEEP study of PFAS in 

Cape Cod private wells

Samples analyzed for:
✓ PFAS
✓ Nitrate
✓ Boron 
✓ Trace metals



Private wells study team

Project leaders:
• Laurel Schaider, Silent Spring Institute
• Alyson McCann, University of Rhode Island

Harvard University:
• Elsie Sunderland, Heidi Pickard, Prentiss Balcom

Silent Spring Institute:
• Amanda Hernandez, Katie Boronow, Erik Haugsjaa

University of Rhode Island:
• Rainer Lohmann, Jitka Becanova, Lisa Philo, Amy Wengefeld

Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition:
• Cheryl Osimo



Initial findings

• No wells exceeded U.S. EPA guideline

• 3% of wells exceeded new Mass. standard 
of 20 ppt for 6 PFAS

• PFAS were detected in 46% of wells

• 28% of wells had 2 or more PFAS detected

• Both legacy and newer alternative PFAS

• Wells with higher nitrate were more likely 
to have PFAS

https://web.uri.edu/steep/files/wellwater_prelim-findings_web.pdf



New MassDEP website to learn about 

PFAS in public water supplies

www.mass.gov/info-details/per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas

Click on: “PFAS detected in drinking water supplies in Massachusetts”

http://www.mass.gov/info-details/per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas


To sign up for our private wells study:

Visit: web.uri.edu/steep/wellwater

Email: Alyson McCann (amccann@uri.edu)
Laurel Schaider (schaider@silentspring.org)  

Visit the STEEP website for our past webinars:

PFAS in drinking water – February 3

PFAS health effects – March 11

PFAS in consumer products – April 14

https://web.uri.edu/steep

web.uri.edu/wellwater
mailto:amccann@uri.edu
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