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Consequences of habitat degradation

Native Oyster Restoration Alliance



Barriers to Aquaculture Expansion

- Negative 
perceptions

- Use conflicts

- Scenic value

- Permitting 

Dalton and Thompson 2013



Preliminary conclusions

1.What drives whether coastal residents’ perceptions of and support for oyster 
aquaculture?

a. Support for aquaculture was high; little regional variation
b. Aquaculture knowledge and support for aquaculture expansion were associated with 

a higher acceptance of various visual representations of aquaculture farms
c. Gulf of Maine residents have the lowest scores for knowledge, with knowledge 

increasing in the south

2. Does oyster aquaculture gear type influence whether coastal residents 
support or oppose oyster aquaculture?
a. Prefer low relief gear >>> high relief gear
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COVID-19 Impacts on Oyster 
Aquaculture in the United 
States
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Why do we 
care?

Restorative Aquaculture Strategy

Collapse of the oyster aquaculture industry 
would mean losing the valuable ecosystem 
services that oyster farms provide

© Susan Allen
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• 200 marine restoration 
projects globally

• Created foundational 
resources and guidance on 
oyster reef restoration 
deployed around the world

• History of collaborating with 
oyster aquaculture industry 
on restoration projects

• TNC & partners need oysters 
for restoration projects!

Oyster Restoration 



Conservation Impact 
3.5+ million 
oysters 
purchased

~40 acres of 
oyster reef 
supported

25 restoration 
sites



Economic Impact
125 growers 
participated

450+ jobs 
sustained



SOAR 
Shellfish 
Growers 
Resiliency 
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The Priorities

• Farmer engagement in shellfish 

restoration, marine conservation, or 

broader environmental outcomes

• Efficient farming operations

• Product marketing to increase demand

• New products and species

• Diversity, equity, and inclusion in the 

shellfish aquaculture industry

• Advancing payments for ecosystem 

services

• Long-term markets for restoration

• Product marketing to increase 

demand

• New products and species

• Supporting infrastructure and 

services

• Regulation of shellfish aquaculture

Small Award Large Award



SMALL AWARD

28 projects 

LARGE AWARD

8 projects 



Going Forward

• Farmer engagement in shellfish 

restoration, marine conservation, or 

broader environmental outcomes

• Address Barriers

• More Restoration sites

• Social License

• Product marketing to increase demand

• New products and species

• Diversity, equity, and inclusion in the 

shellfish aquaculture industry

• Advancing payments for ecosystem 

services

• Long-term markets for restoration

• Product marketing to increase 

demand

• New products and species

• Supporting infrastructure and 

services

• Regulation of shellfish aquaculture

Scale Up!



SOAR 
Massachusetts 

Video
https://youtu.be/tKoJKVUAlVo
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www.nature.org/massaquaculture

www.nature.org/soar
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