
Minutes of the February 10, 2016 Meeting of the CELS Executive Council

Call to Order:  A meeting of the College of the Environment and Life Sciences Executive 
Council was held at 1:00 pm at the CBLS 435 conference room.  Members present were 
Department Chairs, English, Fastovsky, Gold, Goldsmith, Gomez-Chiarri, Sun, and Thompson; 
Associate Deans Rhodes, Sheely and Veeger; and Faculty Secretary Rice and ex-officio members 
Morreira, Palmer, Silvia, and Van Buren.  Department Chairs Mitkowski, and Opaluch were 
absent; Dean Kirby presided.  

Approval of Minutes:   It was moved by English and seconded by Gold to approve the minutes 
of January 27, 2016 and they were unanimously approved after discussion.   

Chairperson Gold inquired about the need to assign faculty members to University College 
advising during the Fall Semester as newly hired professional UC advisors are being trained and 
gain experience.  The advice from Dean Kirby was that it may be a good idea to have faculty 
backup during the transition period.

Announcements: 

Dean Kirby:
1) The search for a second academic advisor to be based in the CELS Student Affairs Of-

fices is now advertised and underway.  The new person should be onboard in a couple of 
months.

2) Academic Program Review.   There is a renewed effort to engage in full review of the 
University Academic Programs in  preparation for the upcoming NEASC Self-Study.  Informa-
tion documents from the Provost's Office are provided as Appendix 1.

3)  Four CELS Faculty are participating in the Online Faculty Fellows Program: Profes-
sors Boving, Cardace and Pradhanang from GEO, and Professor Sullivan from PLS.

4)  Freshman Admissions into the College is strong.  Data released by the Provost (Appen-
dix 2) show that in most measures of faculty productivity based upon student numbers and 
teaching remain high.  Student:Faculty ratio in the college has been growing, and well above 
institutional target of 17:1.

5)  Governor Raimondo's budget has been released.  There is a proposed freeze in tuition 
offset by a $11 million increase in state appropriations, including $5.5 million in the Capital 
Improvement fund (RICAP).

Other  Announcements:
1) Associate Dean Rhodes announced that Agcore Technologies LLC, Cranston received a

$50,000 from the Rhode Island Commerce Corporation to partner with the Prof. Terry Bradley 
University of Rhode Island Department of Fisheries, Animal & Veterinary Science in the field 
of algae farming for fish feed additives and biofuel products.

2) Meredith Silvia announced the T-card system is being implemented now.  .   
3) Kari Van Buren is eager to hear from faculty about accomplishments of CELS Alums 

so that they can be featured in our recruiting communications. 
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4) Faculty Secretary Rice announced that Rep. Eileen Naughton and Senator Susan Sos-
nowski have now filed bills (2016H-7234 and 2016S-2194) to provide dedicated state funds 
within the state higher education budget to match on a 1:1 basis the federal funds provided an-
nually to fund the Land Grant and Sea Grant programs.  Support of the clientele communities 
is requested.  

5)  Associate Dean Veeger mentioned to department chairs that course scheduling and 
staffing at CCE needs continuing attention.  There was a case of CCE listing some old courses 
but no instructors were assigned.  Staffing of courses at CCE is the responsibility of the De-
partments.   

- Workload planning statements for faculty will be coming up soon. 
- Due to the transition of the Chemistry Department from Pastore Hall to the new Chem-

istry Building, there will be a severe shortage of seats in chemistry labs.  Students need to be 
advised accordingly.

6) Associate Dean Sheely announced that a year-long effort to develop a strategic plan for 
Rhode Island Cooperative Extension is now underway.   The URI Cooperative Extension 
Strategic Planning Committee Consists of the following individuals:  Kenneth Ayars, Shannon 
Brawley, Ammala Douangsavanh, Arthur Gold, Deborah Imondi, Daniel Levinson, Ellen 
Lynch, Alyson McCann, Christopher Modisette, Marcia Morreira, Kenneth Payne, Andrew 
Radin, Michael Rice, Linda Sepelia, Deborah Sheely, Dinalyn Spears, and Kate Venturini.  
The first meeting of the group would be held at 3pm on February 10.

  
 Old Business:
         There was no old business

New Business:    
          Chairperson Gomez-Chiarri showed the trophy awarded for the first place finish by CELS 
AVS students at the recent 2016 livestock judging competitions Northeast Student Affiliate 
(NESA) of the of the American Dairy Science Association (ADSA).

Chairperson Gold made and Chairperson Thompson seconded a motion to offer the 
congratulations of the Executive Council to the victorious AVS student livestock judging 
team for their well-deserved accomplishment.

Adjournment:   It was moved & seconded to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:55pm

Respectfully Submitted:
Michael A. Rice, Faculty Secretary  
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