
Minutes of the October 11, 2017 Meeting of the CELS Executive Council

Call to Order:  A meeting of the College of the Environment and Life Sciences Executive 
Council was held at 3:00 pm at the CBLS 435 conference room. Members present were 
Department Chairs Gold, Gomez-Chiarri, Mitkowski, Opaluch, Preisser, Savage and Sun; 
Associate Deans, Sheely, Thornber and Veeger; ex-officio members Palmer and Van Buren; ex 
officio member Morreira, and Faculty Secretary Rice.  Absent members were Department Chair 
Dalton; ex officio member Silvia, and Dean Kirby. Associate Dean Veeger presided.  Prof. 
Frazier represented MAF and Prof Hiro Uchida of ENRE was in attendance .

Approval of the Minutes:    It was moved by Opaluch and seconded by Gomez-Chiarri to 
approve of the September 13, 2017 Minutes of the Executive Council.  The minutes were 
approved unanimously.

Announcements:
Carol Thornber:
1) Adding new members of the CELS Community  personnel has generated problems 

with people not being on various listservers.   Department chairs are asked to identify 
people who may be missing communications being sent out via the various 
communications channels.

2) Department chairs are asked to complete a laboratory space needs inventory created 
by University Architect Ryan Carillo.  There is a move to design a new "General 
Laboratory Building" on campus to handle increased demand for lab space brought 
by the new faculty hires.  

3) In the Cayuse Grant Proposal Management System, there is a Facilities and 
Administrative Revenue/Cost Sharing Form that needs to be filled out if cost sharing 
is involved.  There has been confusion about how the forms are to be filled out.  
Appendix 1 shows the form and instructions on how the form is to be filled out.

            Anne Veeger:  
1) URI Open House dates are Saturday October 14 and Sunday October 29.  

Departments have been contacted about staffing requirements.
2) Monday October 16 is the first of the workshops on "Deep Teaching at URI" hosted 

by Bryan Dewsbury, Michelle Fontes-Barros and Annemarie Viccaro.  Information is
presented in Appendix 2.  At least one representative from each department is asked 
to participate. 

3) On Thursday October 19 from 9:00am to 2:00pm will be the launch of the new 
Strategic Plan for Equity & Diversity at the University of Rhode Island.  Details of 
the Program are in Appendix 3.

4) On October 20th the Alumni and Family Weekend will begin.  There will be displays 
set up with CELS programs being showcased and CELS faculty participating in the 
afternoon Featured Faculty Lectures Program in Swan Hall.

5) Beginning October 23 there will be a three-day visit by the NEASC Accreditation 
Team as part of URI's decennial reaccreditation process.  Opportunities for faculty, 
staff & student meetings with team members is being arranged.



6) Delivery of the General Education Curriculum delivery remains a continued critical 
concern at the Council of Deans.

7) President Dooley has set forth a strengthened strategy on University-wide 
communications that all are obliged to follow.   Details of the Strategy are presented 
in Appendix 4.   Chandu Dondeti will serve as the person in CELS knowledgeable 
about URI Branding Standards and will be able to assist in assuring compliance with 
the standards.

8) The URI email communications will be using iModules to allow for better 
management of email lists.

Deborah Sheely:
1) On October 14th the RI 4-H Program will be holding their First Annual Halloween 

fundraiser and "Spooktacular" 5k Run/Walk at Ninigret Park in Charlestown 
beginning with an 8:30am registration.  All are welcome.  Information can be found 
at: https://kstone520.wixsite.com/4-hspooktackular-run

Kari VanBuren:
1) From 11am-1pm on October 20, will be a meeting of the CELS Advisory Council.  

Some of the Council will be staying round to attend Alumni & Family Weekend 
Activities.  If people are interested in meeting the Advisory Council Members, most 
of whom are CELS Alumni with industry connections, please contact Kari.

2) This Saturday Oct 14 is the URI Distinguished Alumni Banquet at the Newport 
Marriott.  Dr. David Bengtson a two-degree graduate of CELS will be receiving the 
Distinguished Alumni Award.   Congratulations were offered by the whole Executive
Council to Dr. Bengtson.

3) There was a $5 cash donation to Dr. Brad Wetherbee's shark research with a 
handwritten note:  "Dear Kari, I saw Dr. Weterbee on GoLocalProv talking about 
sharks at URI and saying that money would help with the program.  I've always loved
sharks and I want to go to URI for marine biology when I get older." signed Alyssa 
Murray

Old Business:   There was no old business.

New Business:   
1) Department Chair Gold voiced concern about unannounced visitors making 

measurements of room space and doing other work.  He requested that if this sort of 
work by non-university contractors does go on, that visitors be required to check in 
with departments as a courtesy and as a security measure.

Adjournment:   It was moved by Gold and seconded by Mitkowski to adjourn at 3:40pm

Respectfully submitted:

Michael A. Rice, Faculty Secretary
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