
 

 

Minutes of the April 23, 2018 Meeting of the CELS Executive Council 
 
Call to Order:  A meeting of the College of the Environment and Life Sciences Executive 
Council was held at 11:00 am at the CBLS 435 conference room. Members present were 
Department Chairs Dalton, Gold, Gomez-Chiarri, Savage, Preisser, Sun and Uchida; Associate 
Deans, Sheely, Thornber and Veeger; ex-officio members Morreira, Palmer, and Van Buren; and 
Faculty Secretary Rice.  Absent member was Department Chair Mitkowski  and ex officio 
member Silvia .   Dean Kirby presided.  
 
Approval of the Minutes:    A motion was made by Morreira and seconded by Gomez-Chiarri 
to approve the  October 25, 2017 and  February 26, 2018 Minutes of the Executive Council and 
the minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Announcements: 

Dean Kirby: 
1) Dean Kirby announced that when CELS faculty and staff are nominated for 

university-wide awards such as the research or teaching awards, we fare very well.  
The problem is in the getting the nominations made.  All are encouraged to celebrate 
good works of our CELS colleagues. 

2) The Academic Program Review Committee (APRC) provided an overview of their 
activities to the Council of Deans.  A summary of their report is provided in 
Appendix I.  A major effort of the committee this year is to update the frequency and 
amount of data to be collected from department chairs while complying with the 
periodic needs of institutional accreditation. 

3) There is continued effort by the Provost's Office to encourage URI's presence in the 
on-line instructional world.   

4) Information was shared from the Institutional Research Office about metrics of 
teaching productivity by college.  The data for CELS is presented in Appendix II.  
There is an apparent need for teaching loads to be distributed equitably among faculty 
in different academic ranks.   

5) Admissions data (Appendix III) suggests that we are on track as to student admissions 
in CELS, not much 'melt' or students accepting admission but failing to show is 
expected.  The expectation is a new record or near record class size of undergraduates.  
Indications are that many colleges including CELS are at 'carrying capacity,' so unless 
there is greater investment in facilities and faculty more dramatic increases in 
enrollment are not expected.  There may be greater capacity for graduate enrollment 
increments.   

6) There is a case of grad student in college arrested for felonious actions.   The 
individual in question is on administrative leave from the university.  In such cases 
policy is that the University is committed to protecting the civil rights of the accused 
student while the justice system but walking a tight line of assuring safety among 
other students and members of the campus community. 

 
             Associate Dean Veeger: 

1) Textbook orders for Fall are now due.  Even if there is no textbook for courses, 
faculty are asked to affirm that through the online textbook ordering system so that 
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the bookstore can properly keep track of whether or not there is a need to issue 
reminders.  The bookstore reminds faculty that the ample lead time in notification 
allows for considerable cost savings to students on books purchased through the 
bookstore. 

2) The IDEA course evaluation system is now online and active for this Spring Semester 
courses, and will be open until the last day of classes.  The gateway URL is: 
https://web.uri.edu/provost/idea/   

3) Tuesday May 1 is acting as a Wednesday on the academic calendar for faculty to use 
as last day of class if needed.  Weather closures hit on two Wednesdays this semester, 
so a reading day was devoted for make-up. 

4) Reviews of all lecturers is now due from department chairs. 
5) CBLS 452 will be coming offline as a classroom for remodeling into  office space; 

Also CBLS 252 & Weaver Auditorium will be managed differently as to course 
assignment, no more automatic rollovers of reservations from year to year. 

6) The AAUP Contract required annual departmental votes on procedures for annual 
review for 2018-19 are coming up (Before May 1) 

7) Questions have arisen about students not being allowed to travel due to university 
sanctions.  There is an existing system of student conduct review on all students 
engaged in off-campus university-sponsored events (e.g. J-term, sports travel, etc.).   

 
Associate Dean Thornber: 
1) Connie Heird is now instituting an online system of laboratory inspection tracking. 
2) Feedback is requested on the new grants management software. 
3) Start up RAs are being allocated for junior faculty 

              
 Faculty Secretary Rice: 

1) Results of the online CELS Senatorial election were announced. out of 5 ballots cast 
by the faculty of CELS,   There were three of for open URI Faculty Senate Seats 
filled.  Bridget Ruemmele (PLE), Becky Sartini (FAVS), and Joel Chandlee (CMB).  
The fourth Senate seat remains open. 

2) Elections for CELS committee members will be held at the May 2 CELS general 
college meeting. 

3) The New Faculty Senate Committee structure goes into place in the 2018-19 
Academic year.  All Senate Committees wil be staffed by sitting Senators. 
Information about the committee structure and service is presented in Appendix IV. 

 
Old Business:   There was no old business. 
 
New Business:   There was no new business 
 
Adjournment:   It was moved and seconded to adjourn at 11:50am 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Michael A. Rice, Faculty Secretary 
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Appendix I   Academic Program Review Committee Report 
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Appendix II  Academic Affairs Unit Productivity Data  -  CELS 
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Appendix III  April Admissions Data 
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APPENDIX IV  New URI Faculty Senate Committees 

 
 

 


