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e Ms. Lynn Owens, Associate Secretary

1. ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA

Chair Nicolato reported that, as a quorum was not present, this item is deferred to the September 23,
2021 Governance Committee meeting.

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
a. Minutes of the January 14, 2021 Meeting Enclosure 2.a.

Chair Nicolato reported that, as a quorum was not present, this item is deferred to the September
23, 2021 Governance Committee meeting.

3. DISCUSSION ITEM

a. Board of Trustees Remote Meeting Participation Enclosure 3.a.

Chair Nicolato introduced this discussion item and asked General Counsel Alyssa Boss to walk
the Committee through the draft policy document.

General Counsel Boss stated that recent legislative changes to the Open Meetings Act (OMA)
allow the University of Rhode Island Board of Trustees to meet remotely provided a quorum is
in person. The Board of Trustees must create rules; this policy is intended to comply with the
provisions of the OMA.

Committee members reviewed the draft Board of Trustees Remote Meeting Participation policy
statement and the itemized provisions of the policy. Committee members expressed thoughtful
comments on some of the itemized provisions. Following discussion, the general counsel was
directed to strike Items 4 and 5 from the draft document and modify language in Items 7 and 8.

The revised draft policy entitled “Board of Trustees Remote Meeting Participation” will be
considered at the September 23, 2021 Governance Committee meeting, with planned action to
recommend for approval to the URI Board of Trustees.

Chair Nicolato stated that a lot of legislation tied to the URI Board of Trustees relates to its
setup, and not to its management. She noted that policies governing Board management will be
identified and considered by the Committee at future meetings.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cMNjQqmXaNAe6KIycNRAY4bnM23dIuIJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fgprMUuAmRADXoGyBLSbXVyUU4u9UW4M/view?usp=sharing
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4. ADJOURN

Chair Nicolato called for a motion to adjourn the meeting of September 9, 2021.
On a motion duly made by Michael McNally and seconded by Jay Placencia, it was

VOTED: THAT  The University of Rhode Island Board of Trustees Governance
Committee adjourn the meeting of September 9, 2021.

VOTE: 3 members voted in the affirmative and 0 members voted in the
negative.

YEAS:  Cortney Nicolato, Michael McNally, and Jay Placencia.
NAYS: O
ABSTAIN: 0

The meeting adjourned at 10:22 a.m.

The next regular meeting of the URI Board of Trustees Governance Committee is scheduled for
September 23, 2021.



