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The Committee met in October 2008 and March 2009 to review progress and provide feedback in areas of classroom support.  The following summary is the progress that occurred relative to the committee’s oversight.

Classroom Technology Advancements
In the prior year, the committee had focused on the development of a classroom technology master plan in which levels of technology for classrooms were articulated.  The following is a progress report of activity relative to those plans.  

Seven NOMAD (Next Order Multi-modal Advanced Design) classrooms have been brought online for the Spring 2009 semester.  Six of them are general assignment:

Chafee 
104*, 219, 251 

Quinn 

209, 213, 214, 219

*Departmental classroom
All seven rooms are equipped as Level 2 classrooms complete with flat panel displays and collaboration systems for problem based learning.

The next rooms to receive NOMAD upgrades are:

Chafee

235, 244, 101

East

112, 301, Auditorium

Providence
317 (pending resolution of potential HVAC issues)
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Figure 1: Standard NOMAD classroom technology; touch-screen controls, document camera, instructor computer, wall mounted LCD screens for problem based learning with ClassSpot collaboration software.

Additional laptop carts have been purchased.  The location, model, quantity and funding source respectively are as follows:



Chafee, 101
HP

25
NOMAD



Chafee, 213
HP

25
NOMAD



Library
,CML
MacBook Pro
25
NOMAD



Lippitt, 205
HP

25
NOMAD



Swan,301
MacBook Pro
25
CMA

The CBLS (Center for Biotechnology and Life Sciences) building came online in January with 3 general assignment classrooms.  Two of the rooms are auditoria (rooms 10 & 100) equipped as Level 3 classrooms, each with an Accordent Capture Station for course capture.  The third is room 452 and a Level 0.  

GAC Configurations:


Fall 08
     Spring 09*
Level 0
48

39

Level 1
22 

23


Example: 
Independence 313

Level 2 
36 

42




Ballentine 101
Level 3
0

2




CBLS 10, 100

* Technology level for GAC count for Spring 09 needs to be confirmed through physical audit.
The TV studio control room in Chafee 205 was upgraded during the fall semester via a $119,000 Champlin grant.  The antiquated analog studio gear has been upgraded to digital and can monitor, mix, send and receive content throughout campus and to anywhere in the world that a broadcast signal or internet connection can reach. 
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Figure 2:  URI TV Studio control room, Chafee 205
WebCheckOut is the web backend software reached via the URI web page that allows faculty to reserve rooms and portable classroom technology.  Improvements to the functioning of the related software were being made as of March 2009.

Turning Point audience response systems (a.k.a. clicker system) is to be the standard classroom clicker system as voted by the Council of Deans on March 4, 2009.  This decision was based on faculty feedback during an evaluation of systems.  Turning Point is already the standard in the College of Business and the College of Pharmacy.  In addition to the benefits that standardization brings to technical support, this decision also saves students the cost of purchasing multiple clicker response units.
Improvements in Disseminating Classroom Information
The Classroom Database, with a user-friendlier interface, was developed and placed into production.  This resource allows for the searching of classrooms with various parameters such as:  installed technology, capacity, building, handicap access, etc. 

A wiki for Classroom Media Assistance was created this year and is expected to grow rapidly during the next 12 months. Media and Technology Services also hosted an open house on February 25th.  Approximately 70 people attended the event.  Stations were setup to demonstrate various technologies such as: on-screen annotation, audience response systems, portable media devices, studio production capabilities, laptop carts, etc.  The Open House included Live demonstrations of video conferencing, using Sakai and the NOMAD rooms and several faculty used the time for Q&A.

In December, Vice President Weygand testified in front of the Rhode Island General Assembly regarding URI’s potential use of Rhode Island state economic stimulus funds.  Although not yet confirmed, there is a possibility that URI will receive enough funding to bring 64, Level 0 classrooms up to Level 1 – meaning ceiling mounted projectors and SmartBox video switching would be installed.

Classroom Scheduling, Coordination, and Physical Improvements
Classroom furniture was replaced in Washburn Hall, Rooms 309 and 316.  The newly renovated Lippitt Hall has all new departmental classrooms. The University acquired 

3 new classrooms in Independence Square II. Three new classrooms were added in the Center for Biological Life Science (CBLS), which replace the same number lost in the BISC forthcoming demolition.  In CBLS:  Rm. 100 has 319 seats, Rm. 10 has 94 seats, and Rm. 452 has 26 seats.  Rm. 100 and Rm. 10 have technology and Rm. 452 has a whiteboard.

Enrollment Services reported continued efforts and improvement in a more evenly spread pattern of scheduling by departments in conjunction with scheduling guidelines.  This results in far greater efficiency in class offerings and scheduling. Additionally, with the NOMAD upgrade there are more technologically equipped rooms available.
 
With continued growth in enrollment, and buildings being taken on and off line with renovations, challenges continue in the scheduling of classes in the most effective configuration. The proportion of general versus departmental assignment classrooms has impacts upon effective scheduling and must be carefully considered. Using data from September 2008, there are: 106 general assignment classrooms and 42 that are not,  totaling 148 classrooms (not including teaching labs). The committee will continue to monitor and review the need for general assignment classrooms. 
