
Farm Feature: Spring Hill Sugar House - Exeter, RI 
Gibby Fountain contacted us four years ago with an unusual condition on his pumpkins, which we diagnosed as Bacte-
rial Leaf Spot (Xanthomonas cucurbitae). It is not a common disease in the Northeast. He had seen this in earlier years 
but never this bad. He had been planting his pumpkins without plowing and generally minimizing tillage for several 
years, and even though he was rotating between other crops, the disease kept appearing. We suspected that the bac-
teria were surviving in old residue and carrying over even with an alternating year rotation. X. cucurbitae is known to 
survive in the field for at least 18 months. We suggested going back to plowing to deeply bury crop residue so it thor-
oughly decomposes. Since he returned to that practice, the disease has disappeared. He’s also adjusted his fertilizer 
application, which has improved the health of his plants. This has allowed him to reduce insecticide applications to 
only back-pack applied spot treatments for squash vine borer. In fact, July pumpkin flowers are loaded with squash 
bees, which are the most efficient and well-adapted pollinators for cucurbits. 

Gibby works full time as the mechanic for Turf Inc. in Exeter. In his “spare” time over the last 30 years, he’s 
been producing maple syrup, 
pressing apples, and growing 
pumpkins. This year he has about 
2.5 acres of wholesale pumpkins, 
3.7 acres of pick-your-own, anoth-
er 2.5 acres of sugar pumpkins and 
gourds, and a 5 acre silage corn 
maze. This past winter, he pro-
duced about 375 gallons of maple 
syrup from a mix of sugar and red 
maples.  

Production is better than ever. And 
he’s now open for business with the 
maze, pyo pumpkins, and his shop 
which of course, is full of MAPLE SYR-
UP! We congratulate you on doing 
such a great job, Gibby! 

PEST ALERTS: Alliums– More and more locations in NY and NE are reporting problems with Allium leaf miner, even now affecting leeks– if you see 

leaf miner damage in your leeks, let us know; Brassicas– Cabbage aphids being seen in various parts of New England, pay attention to growing tips

– you don’t want these to get out of hand and spoil your beautiful fall crops… Black Rot on Brussels sprouts seen in Little Compton– if only on low-

er leaves, try to remove infected material if possible;  Tomato/Pepper– Anthracnose being seen– be vigilant when washing and packing to avoid 

customer upset 

THANKS TO ALL WHO CAME OUT TO OUR TWILIGHT MEETING– A FINE TIME WAS HAD BY ALL! 

 

--> Need to discuss? Got something you need looked at? URI Extension: 401-874-2967/andy_radin@uri.edu, hfaubert@uri.edu 



 

Top left: Squash bees filling up a 

pumpkin flower at Gibby’s; Above: 

Pick Your Own Wheelbarrow and fill 

it with pumpkins– after Gibby turns 

off the electric fence (left). Below: 

Entrance to the corn maze; Lower 

left: the retail shop on Gardner Rd. 



 



 



 



 


