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Parts of a Bird



Canada Goose
Overall Color Brownish

Color of top of head Black

Breast Color Tan

Back Color Brown

Other Characteristics Black legs, long 
neck, white 

cheeks, dark bill, 
flock flies in well 

defined V 
formation

Size Large



Mute Swan
Overall Color White

Color of top of head White

Breast Color White

Back Color White

Other Characteristics Long neck, 
orange bill, 
introduced 

from Europe
Size Large



Mallard

Overall Color Grayish

Color of top of head Green

Breast Color Tan

Back Color Tan/Brown

Other Characteristics Yellow bill, 
orange feet

Size LargeFemale

Male



Red-tailed Hawk

Overall Color Brown

Color of top of head Light brown

Breast Color Brown mottled 
belly band

Back Color Brown

Other Characteristics Pale outer 
wings, reddish 

tail

Size Large



Herring Gull
Overall Color White/Gray

Color of top of head White, Black, 
Yellow

Breast Color White

Back Color Gray

Other Characteristics Small black tips 
on wings with 

no sharp 
contrast

Size Medium/Lage



Pigeon (also called Rock Dove)
Overall Color Bluish-gray

Color of top of head Dark gray

Breast Color Light gray

Back Color Light Gray

Other Characteristics Pink legs, 4 
color variations 
(natural, dark, 

brown)
Size Medium



Mourning Dove
Overall Color Brown/Tan

Color of top of head Light brown

Breast Color Light brown

Back Color Dark 
brown/black

Other Characteristics Long tapered 
tail with white 

stripes

Size Medium



Chimney Swift 
Overall Color Brown

Color of top of head Dark Brown

Breast Color Brown

Back Color Brown

Other Characteristics Short stubby 
tail, short bill

Size Small



Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

Overall Color Green

Color of top of head Green

Breast Color Light green

Back Color Green

Other Characteristics Red, 
incandescent 

throat

Size Small



Downy Woodpecker

Overall Color Black/Gray

Color of top of head Black/Gray/Red

Breast Color Gray

Back Color Black and 
White

Other Characteristics White patch on 
back

Size Small



Blue Jay
Overall Color Blue

Color of top of head Blue

Breast Color White

Back Color Blue/White/Black

Other Characteristics Dark band 
around neck 

making it look 
like it wears a 
necklace, has 

tuft
Size Medium



American Crow
Overall Color Black

Color of top of head Black

Breast Color Black

Back Color Black

Other Characteristics Long legs

Size Large



Chickadee
Overall Color White/Tan/Black

Color of top of head Black

Breast Color White/Tan

Back Color Gray

Other Characteristics Bold white edge 
on secondaries, 

it looks as 
though it has a 

white strips 
down its wings

Size Small



Tufted Titmouse

Overall Color Gray

Color of top of head Gray

Breast Color Tan

Back Color Gray

Other Characteristics Pale around 
eyes, with a 

dark forehead, 
has tuft, has 
peach sides

Size Small



White Breasted Nuthatch

Overall Color White/Blue

Color of top of head Black

Breast Color White

Back Color Blue

Other Characteristics Usually climbs 
tree trunks and 

can be seen 
climbing 

upside down
Size Small



Carolina Wren
Overall Color Brown

Color of top of head Brown

Breast Color Light Brown

Back Color Dark brown

Other Characteristics Long white 
band above the 

eyes

Size Small



American Robin
Overall Color Dark Gray

Color of top of head Black

Breast Color Red or Brick-
red

Back Color Gray

Other Characteristics White corners 
on dark tail

Size Small



Mockingbird
Overall Color Gray

Color of top of head Gray

Breast Color White/Gray

Back Color Dark gray/black

Other Characteristics Obvious white 
wing patches, 

long tail

Size Small



Starling
Overall Color Black

Color of top of head Black with 
white specks

Breast Color Black

Back Color Black

Other Characteristics Long beak

Size Small



Northern Cardinal

Overall Color Red

Color of top of head Red

Breast Color Red

Back Color Red

Other Characteristics It has a 
blackish face 

with a 
red/orange bill, 

has tuft
Size Small

Female

Male



Chipping Sparrow
Overall Color Brown/White

Color of top of head Brown

Breast Color White

Back Color Brown

Other Characteristics Dark “eyeliner” 
extending to 

bill

Size Small



Song Sparrow
Overall Color Brown

Color of top of head Brown/Gray

Breast Color White or tan 
streaks, 

streaks come 
together in 
central spot

Back Color Brown

Other Characteristics Broad brown, 
lateral throat 

strip

Size Small



White Throated Sparrow
Overall Color Dark reddish 

brown
Color of top of head White/Black/

Yellow
Breast Color White/Gray

Back Color Brown/White

Other Characteristics Bright white 
“eyebrow,” 
white throat

Size Small



Dark-eyed Junco
Overall Color Gray

Color of top of head Gray

Breast Color White/Gray

Back Color Gray

Other Characteristics Pale, pinkish-
white bill, white 
belly and under 

tail
Size Small



Red-winged Blackbird
Overall Color Black

Color of top of 
head

Black

Breast Color Black

Back Color Black

Other 
Characteristics

Males: 
Conspicuous red 
stripe on wings

Female: Reddish-
white stripe above 

eyes
Size Small

Male

Female



Grackle
Overall Color Black/Gray

Color of top of head Blue/Black

Breast Color Dark Gray

Back Color Dark Gray

Other Characteristics Pale Iris, heavy 
bill, iridescent 

colors

Size Medium



House Sparrow

Overall Color Reddish Brown

Color of top of head Tan

Breast Color White/Gray

Back Color Red/Brown

Other Characteristics Stout, 
yellowish-gray 

bill

Size Small

Male

Female



Goldfinch
Overall Color Yellow

Color of top of head Black

Breast Color Yellow

Back Color Yellow

Other Characteristics black forehead

Size Small
Female

Male



House Finch
Overall Color Gray/Borwn

Color of top of head Orange-red or 
yellow

Breast Color Light gray

Back Color Gray

Other Characteristics Stubby bill with 
curved culmen

Size Small
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