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Where to find literature?
https://web.uri.edu/mastergardener/
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Why Invasives are Invasive

• They are quick to establish,    
especially in disturbed areas

• They grow very rapidly once 
established

• They are long flowering and 
produce many seeds and fruits

• They spread very effectively to new 
areas

• They are aggressive competitors, 
free of the enemies that keep them 
in check in their natural range





Managing Deer Damage— Your Options

There are many different deer damage management options, 

which may be used individually or in any combination to 

control deer damage on your property. It will often require 

constant effort on your part and a variety of methods to 

achieve best results.

Learning to co-exist with the deer (and other wildlife) is part of 

life when choosing to live in rural and suburban Rhode Island.

You can minimize deer damage by using these methods:

• Avoid planting preferred food items of deer in 

landscaping 

• Planting native plants

• Using Repellents

• Constructing Physical barriers (netting and 

fencing)

• Allowing hunting



Tulips Daffodils

Hybrid Lilies Lupines

Daylilies Asters

Hybrid Roses Thorny Roses

Hostas Lamb’s Ear

Apple Tree Flowering Dogwood
Yew American Holly

Arborvitae Boxwood

Frasier Fir White Spruce

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Instead of… Plant

http://www.lfgss.com/thread75291.html/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/




Jumping Worms
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KIOSKING?  

WHAT 
ABOUT 

THE 
QUESTIONS?!

What plant/bug 
is this? 

What’s wrong with my 
zucchini/ tomato/ 

eggplant?

Can I grow 
vegetables in 

pots?

??

??

??

??



Resources to Have on 
Hand
• Handouts on the rack. Two-sided color is best.  Rotate seasonally.

• Reference books on pest/disease identification.

• Have other references available at:  

• / URIMG card with Hotline number (have physically)

URI online Gardening Resource Library*
URI Plant Protection Clinic*
RI Native Plant Guide and Coastal Plant Guide*
* https://web.uri.edu/mastergardener/gardening-resources

Reputable outside sources (USDA, Rodale Institute, Xerces Society)

https://web.uri.edu/mastergardener/gardening-resources/
https://web.uri.edu/mastergardener/gardening-resources/


Engagement Techniques

• Inducements:   

• “Ask Me!” button or sign

• Seed packets (direct seeding type)

• Seasonal wrapped candy

• An extra chair, if you can.

• Ask “prompt” questions 

• “What kind of gardening do you like to do?” 

• “How’s your garden going this year?”

• “What do you like to grow?”

• Keep it fun and easy.



Herbs
First Thought of Use: For Eating 

and Cooking.

Annual herbs: Basil, marjoram, 
lemon balm, chervil,  
cilantro/coriander, dill,  etc.

Biennial/Perennial herbs: Thyme, 
oregano, sage, chives, parsley, 
lovage, tarragon, rosemary (tender 
perennial)







Beyond the Usual –
Grow for Pollinators

For Bees: Oregano, thyme, anise 
hyssop, comfrey, clover, lavender
For Caterpillars/Butterflies: Parsley, 
fennel, dill, common rue. 
For Hummingbirds: Pineapple sage, 
common sage, catmint, monarda, 
mountain mint.
For critters: Wild strawberries, 
sunflowers



•Beyond the Usual –
•Use  for Landscaping

As Groundcovers: Thyme (common, silver, 
lemon, variegated), oregano (common, 
Greek, ornamental), winter savory, 
catmint, sweet woodruff

• Taller Plants: Pineapple sage, anise 
hyssop, lavender,  angelica, tarragon.

•

• Outside the box : Lemongrass, 
germander, shiso/perilla, ornamental 
basils, epazote
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• Why I became involved in Kiosk events

• Types of Kiosk events

• What Kiosk volunteers do

• Why you should consider getting involved with MG 
Kiosks



Questions about Hydrangeas

Why Don’t My Hydrangeas Flower?

incorrect pruning

bud damage from temperature or wind

too much fertilizer

not enough light or too much light

too young

doesn’t like site or wrong growing zone

How do I prune my hydrangea?

old growth, new growth or both

How do I change the color of my broadleaf hydrangea?

pH change



Pruning of Hydrangeas



How to Affect Hydrangea macrophylla 
Flower Color



 

www.mass.gov/ agr/  

www.massf lowergrowers.com/  

 

Six hydrangea types most commonly grace 

our landscape.  In eastern and southeastern 

Massachusetts, bigleaf hydrangeas 

(Hydrangea macrophylla), and their many 
cultivars, are especially popular. 

Most hydrangeas thrive given: 

· Full sun or partial shade, depending on the 
cultivar.  Avoid hot, dry, sites 

· Moist, well‐drained soils enriched with 
organic matter.  Mulch with 2‐3 inches of 
bark mulch or other organic mulch to 

conserve moisture. 

When is the best time to prune 
hydrangeas? 

It depends on the type and when they produce 

flower buds.  See table above for guidance. 

Why aren’t they blooming? 

There are three possibilities: 

· Too much shade 
 

· Improper pruning 
 

· Winter damage to stems, or frost damage to 
flower buds – especially likely with bigleaf 

hydrangea (Hydrangea macrophylla) and 
mountain hydrangea (Hydrangea serrata). 

Nifty Note 

Look for newer cultivars of bigleaf 
hydrangea that bloom on last summer’s (old 

wood) and current spring (new wood) 
growth.  Cultivars such as 'Endless Summer'®, 

'Blushing Bride'™ and 'Twist‐n‐shout' ™, 'Red 
Sensation', 'Double Pink' will bloom again on 

the current year’s growth if you remove 

faded blooms regularly. 

Hydrangea Type  Best Time to Prune  Zone  Notes 

bigleaf hydrangea, 

French hydrangea  

 (H. macrophylla) 

Right after bloom, in 
summer; prune winter‐
damaged stems in late 

spring, after leaf‐out 

6‐ 9  Blooms in spring, early summer, then 

flower buds produced on summer growth 

Native to Asia 

mountain 

hydrangea 

 (H. macrophylla 
var. serrata) 

(same as above)  5 ‐ 9  (same as above) 

smooth hydrangea 

 (H. arborescens) 

Late winter, early spring, 
before leaf‐out; can cut 
back to 6” – 12” above 

ground. 

4 ‐ 9  Flower buds produced on spring/early 

summer growth, then blooms mid‐summer 

native to Eastern United States 

panicle hydrangea 

 (H. paniculata) 

Late winter, early spring, 

before leaf‐out  
4‐ 7  Flower buds produced on spring growth, 

then blooms mid‐summer 

Native to Asia 

oakleaf hydrangea 

 (H. quercifolia) 

Right after bloom, in 
summer; prune winter‐
damaged stems in late 

spring, after leaf‐out 

5 ‐ 6  Blooms early summer, then flower buds 

produced on summer growth 

Native to Southeastern United States 

climbing hydrangea 

 (H. anomala subsp. 

                  petiolaris) 

Usually not necessary, 
except to remove 

damaged wood 

5 ‐ 8  Native to Asia 

 

HYDRANGEAS 

Pruning f or Blooms 

www.extension.umass.edu/landscape/



 

www.mass.gov/ agr/  

www.massf lowergrowers.com/  

 

HYDRANGEAS 

Color +  Fert iliz ing 

Got the bloomin’ blues? 

To see if you can encourage your hydrangea 
to produce blue or pink flowers, determine 
what kind of hydrangea you have!  Most 
types of hydrangeas grown in Massachusetts 

are listed in the table to the right.  ➚ 

Only bigleaf (Hydrangea macrophylla) or 
mountain hydrangea (Hydrangea serrata) 
flowers will turn blue.  Some cultivars of 
these are better suited for blue flowers 
while others are best grown as pink.  
Aluminum in the tissue of hydrangea flowers 
causes the blue coloration. 

Common Names  Hydrangea Species  Cultivar Examples  Colors 

bigleaf hydrangea, 
French hydrangea (2 
types: mophead + 
lacecap) 

H. macrophylla 

(Some cultivars tend to be 

blue, others, pink regardless of 
pH!) 

'Endless Summer', 
'Nikko Blue', 
'Nantucket Nikko' 

blue (pH <5.5) 

mauve (pH 5.5– 6.5) 

pink (pH >6.5) 

white (Some cultivars are 
unaffected by pH.) 

mountain hydrangea  H. macrophylla var. serrata  'Bluebird', 'Beni‐
Gaku' 

same as above 

smooth hydrangea  H. arborescens  'Annabelle', 'White 
Dome' 

white – pale green 

panicle hydrangea  H. paniculata  'Grandiflora', 
'Limelight', 'Tardiva' 

white – pink/light green 

 

oakleaf hydrangea  H. quercifolia  'Alice',  

'Snowqueen' 

creamy white ‐ rose 

climbing hydrangea  H. anomala subsp. petiolaris 

 

'Skylands Giant'  white 

 

Adjusting pH – a gradual process 

To raise pH, add limestone according to 
directions on the bag.  Too much lime can 
cause new growth to yellow due to lack of iron. 

To lower pH apply an acidic fertilizer such as 
aluminum sulfate, or wettable sulphur.  Mulch 
with peat or pine bark. 

Exact amounts of lime or aluminum sulfate 
needed to get the flower color you want will 
vary depending on current soil pH and soil type. 
Caution:  too much aluminum sulfate will injure 
plants. Follow application directions carefully. 

Most soils have enough aluminum, but the 
aluminum is not available to the plant if the soil 
pH is high. 

For most bigleaf hydrangeas, blue flowers will 
be produced in acidic soil (pH <5.5).  Plants in 
neutral to alkaline soils (pH >6.5) will usually 
produce pink flowers.  Between pH 5.5 and pH 
6.5, the flowers will be purple, or a mixture of 
blue and pink on the same plant. 

When and how should hydrangeas 
be fertilized? 

For blue cultivars of bigleaf and mountain 
hydrangea, fertilize once in spring with a 
formulation for acid‐loving plants. 
Phosphorus in the soil tends to bind 
aluminum so that it isn’t readily available for 
the plant. Use a fertilizer low in phosphorous 
(the middle number in the content analysis) 
such as 12‐4‐8 to encourage production of 
blue flowers. 
For other types of hydrangeas, use a 
general‐purpose fertilizer at recommended 
rates on the package.  Incorporate dry 
fertilizer into top 2” – 3” of soil and water 
thoroughly. 

www.extension.umass.edu/landscape/



WHEN SHOULD I PLANT VEGETABLES IN MY 
RI GARDEN?





WHY IS MY GARDEN DOING SO BADLY 
IN THE HOT WEATHER?



Heat Stress in Plants in the Garden

• Symptoms & Consequences

• How to Support Plants
• WATER!

• Mulch

• Don’t Fertilize

• Pick Mature Produce

• Shade Covers

• Don’t Prune Dead Leaves Unless They Are Diseased

• Don’t Plant in Hot Weather
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Kiosk overall events 2019 - 52

Attendees – 4,208



Kiosk is divided into 4 regions:

• North regional coordinator: Theresa Melvin

• East regional coordinator:   Terry Pinto

• Central regional coordinator:   Jane Shaw

• Southern regional coordinator:  Mike Lapisky

• Nancy Olson is East Farm Literature and Kit organizer

• Sheila Kramer  is data reporting manager

• Krystal Sekula is Kiosk  administrator



Food System Focus Area Goals:

1) Encourage Rhode Islanders to actively participate in 
the local food system

a) Grow a portion of your own food

b) Increase the amount of food produced using 
research-based gardening techniques*

c) Donate a portion of your garden’s harvest to a food 
pantry

d) Compost food waste

e) Support locally-grown food

f) Participate in farm-based food recovery (gleaning) 
efforts in Rhode Island



Other Resources:
C7- Become A master Gardener Rack Card

N7- Protecting Bees from Neonicotinoids

B- Composting- RI Resource Recovery

E- Garden to Table- E1 Steps to food safe

R- Spanish Materials

S- Wildlife- www.dem.ri.gox/documents/publications

Nativeplanttrust.org

Riwps.org RI Wild Plant Society

www.ecori.org ECO RI Newsletter

www.ritree.org RI Tree Council

www.savebay.org Save The Bay

www.rinhs.org RI Natural History Survey

Soiltest.uconn.edu/sampling.php UConn Soil testing

Soiltest.umass.edu/ordering-information Umass Soil Testing

Ag.umass.edu/resources/home-lawn-garden UMass garden info

www.extension.unconn.edu Uconn garden info

www.planthardiness.ars.usda.gov Hardiness zone map

http://www.dem.ri.gox/documents/publications
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Container Gardening











We welcome questions !!!!!

Please type your questions into the Q & A box

You will receive a link to the YouTube video of this webinar….Thanks to Alan Newton

Remember, any time spent watching the video or reading materials count toward volunteer hours 
for interns and toward either volunteer hours or continuing education hours for Master Gardeners.

You will receive a brief survey following this Webinar.  Please fill it out, your feedback is 
important to us.


