
The President’s Commission on People with Disabilities

February 28, 2017 at 3:00 PM
Memorial Union Senate Chambers, Room 300
Minutes
1. Attendance and Introductions
Tamara Bolotow, Paul DePace, Jason Dwyer, Anita Jacobson, Laura Kenerson, Joanne Lynch, Pamela Rohland, Bridgett Ruemmele, Kevin Smith, Michael Starkey and Christine Sullivan
2. Acceptance of Minutes for February 1, 2017
a. Motion to approve Paul, second Joanne, all approved

3. Old Business:
a. PCPD website & membership update
i. Same as Feb 1st meeting

b. Engineering Entrepreneurship Project update (Paul DePace)
i. Paul gave an overview of the project and introduced Gabby Aiello.

ii. Course project to create a prototype for an app for people with disabilities for navigating URI campuses

iii. Need due to outdated maps and lack of visibility of information regarding accessibility of buildings on campus

iv. Three major components:  campus map, notification center and emergency link

v. Current map is Google based and has vague information (such as disability entrance - north side) and is not compatible with smart phones

vi. Future avenues: internal funding to develop an app versus possibly Champlin Foundation grant

1. Laura will initiate meeting with Michelle Curreri with Pam and Gabby to explain the program and possible funding
2. Anita and Pam will look into collaborating with other faculty to pursue Champlin Foundation grant
c. Task Force I: Celebration and Awareness Building – no updates
d. Task Force II: - no updates
i. Curriculum & Online Accessibility

ii. Parking and Transportation Advisory Sub-Committee (Steve Baker)
iii. Safety & Evacuation (Steve Baker)
4. New Business
a. Consider a rally, town hall meeting or demonstration to raise awareness and discuss concerns on campus of issues affecting people with disabilities and protest the potential decrease of special education with the new federal administration.
i. Ideally a student-led rally or demonstration

ii. Invite Senators or Representatives, will coordinate with Kelly Mahoney

iii. Important to point out
iv. Pam and Anita to follow-up

b. Paul reported the upcoming FEMA Region 1 Regional Interagency Steering Committee meeting invitation.  Christine will email flyer to commission.

5. Meeting Adjourned 4:04 PM
6. Future meeting locations to be determined
· Monday, April 3, 2017 at 3:00 PM

· Thursday, April 27, 2017 at 3:00 PM

