Dreary is the Church Today

Words and music by
JULIA WARD HOWE
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Drear-y is the churchto-day, Beau-ty is not here, O’er the al - tar -
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where we pray Shines the light less clear. Col-umns that,de - mure-ly pair’d,Guard the sol-emn
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aisles, Seem to miss the sanc-tion weird Of re-spon-sive smiles. Allthe swift-er,
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Friend of pain, Flies my soul to Thee, In Thy near-ness Let me gain Love’s so-lem-ni - ty.
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