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How do people read your thesis or 
dissertation? 

Two places: 

ProQuest Dissertations & Theses
- The database where you submit your work. Only 
URI authenticated users can access this. 

DigitalCommons@URI
- ProQuest then delivers the copies to the library and 
we upload them to the repository, 
DigitalCommons@URI, where it is open to all.



Your options for public access

Your choice of immediate or delayed release will be applied to 
both ProQuest and DigitalCommons@URI. 

Important: Discuss this with your advisor!

When submitting to ProQuest, you can select: 
• Immediate open access (most common)

• Delayed access (embargo) of 6 months, 1 year, or 2 years 

• If you need more time at the end of 2 years, contact 
jalovett@uri.edu

mailto:jalovett@uri.edu


Delayed release/embargo option 



What about copyright?

You as the author still hold the copyright.  

There is no need to register the copyright.

•A note about Fair Use: 
• Theses and dissertations are now much more 

widely read, so be careful about use of in-
copyright material
• Guide to fair use: https://uri.libguides.com/fairuse

https://uri.libguides.com/fairuse


digitalcommons.uri.edu
• Institutional Repository, 

or “IR”:  An online space 
for collecting, preserving, 
and disseminating the 
intellectual output of an 
institution



• Example of an 
openly available 
dissertation 

• Note the number 
of downloads; 
many more 
readership  
metrics available 
to authors 
through the 
Digital Commons 
Dashboard  



• Create an account on digitalcommons.uri.edu with your URI email address to see this 
readership map 

• Also see download counts, referrals, and other usage metrics 



Sharing research data

• Multiple ways to share research data alongside the 
thesis/dissertation – either through 
DigitalCommons@URI, Dryad, or other data 
repository 

• Data submitted as supplemental file(s) to ProQuest 
will be uploaded to DigitalCommons@URI as well 

• Caveats
• Talk to advisor and clear with IRB

• Harrison Dekker hdekker@uri.edu can advise 
students who want to explore this option 
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