
References & ID Sources used by the URI Graduate School of 
Oceanography’s Marine Ecosystems Research Laboratory (MERL) in 

the identification of marine invertebrates 
 
In the absence of a single “catch all” key or field guide to marine invertebrates on the 
East Coast, MERL has compiled an extensive library of books and papers to aid organism 
identification.  For the identification of Polychaetes we primarily use the reports by 
Appy, et al. (1980), Pettibone (1963), and Brinkhurst, et al. (1975).  Identification of 
amphipods is aided by Bousfield (1973) and Brinkhurst, et al. (1975).  Nematodes are 
identified with the help of an illustrated guide by Tarjan (1980).  Gastropods are 
identified using keys by Turner (unpublished) and by Brinkhurst, et al. (1975). The above 
resources aid in the identification about 99% of the organisms we come across.  The 
remaining 1% is covered by the countless species specific papers that are also found in 
MERL’s benthic library.  The references listed below are ones we have found particularly 
helpful in the identification of a majority of the marine invertebrates we encounter.  
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