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Welcome to the NSF ERA Forum Webinar Series

• The agenda and presentation are available on the Policy Office website via this
link: https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp.

• USA/Canada, dial 1-888-455-1181 and enter passcode 3405899

• To view real-time captions, go
https://www.captionedtext.com/Client/Event.aspx?EventID=3756989

• Helpful WebEx Tips: Please click “save and run” to download the WebEx media
player plugin and join the session. Call WebEx technical support at 1 (866) 229-
3239 if you need additional assistance.
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Agenda

• Welcome, Forum Webinar Logistics, and How to Engage with the Forum

• The ERA Forum

• Speakers

• Prioritization of Today’s Forum Webinar Discussion Topics

• Forum Webinar Discussion Topics

• Research.gov Proposal Preparation and Submission Functionality for 
Collaborative Proposals

• New Award Notice

• Questions and Answers

• Survey
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How to Engage with the Forum

Forum Participation

• WebEx Live Q&A

• Survey

• Future Forum Topics

• Forum Listserv and Email
• Subscribe:  NSF-ERA-FORUM-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov
• Email us:  nsferaforum@nsf.gov

• General Information
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Live Q&A Through WebEx

• Click on Q&A icon 
on the top-right 
corner

• In the Q&A 
window select 
“All panelists” to 
send your 
questions and 
comments.
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The ERA Forum
Background and Purpose

• Provides a new approach to regularly engaging the research community, which includes 
collecting individual opinions and perspectives on ERA activities, gathering topics of interest for 
future Forum Webinars, and soliciting volunteers for usability studies.

Past Forum Webinars:
• April 2018:

• New Research.gov Account Management Modernization Functionality, which was launched 
in March 2018

• New Research.gov Proposal Preparation and Submission Functionality, which was launched 
in April 2018

• NSF Awards Management System

• September 2017:

• NSF’s initiative to streamline and modernize registration functionality, including new role request 
features and dashboards for managing accounts, as well as how existing accounts will be migrated 
to the new system.

• Updates on the Proposal File Update (PFU) feature as part of NSF’s Proposal Submission 
Modernization (PSM) initiative. 6
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Speakers

Office of Budget, Finance, and Award Management (BFA)
Office of Information and 

Resource Management (OIRM)

Maria Koszalka Jeff Vieceli

Staff Associate, 
Research.gov, 

Division of
Institution and
Award Support

Head, Systems
Office, Division of

Institution and
Award Support

William Daus

Chief, Research 
Directorate Systems 
Branch, Division of

Information Systems
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Prioritization of Today’s ERA Forum Discussion Topics
• Forum Discussion Topics:

• Research.gov Proposal Preparation and Submission Functionality for 
Collaborative Proposals

• New Award Notice

• Significance of Today’s Discussion Topics
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Research.gov Proposal Preparation and Submission 
Functionality for Collaborative Proposals
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Agenda
 September Release Recap

 Collaborative Proposals with Subawards – Scenarios and 
Feedback
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September 2018 Release Recap

• Key updates include:

• Enhanced flexibility for PDF Upload Sections

• PDF compliance checking enhancements to increase flexibility including additional font 
type/size updates

• Warnings for unsupported font size(s) and font type(s)

• Initial support for LaTeX source PDF documents

• COA updates to expand column sizes, special character handling, and instructional updates

• Video script job aids embedded on user interface screens

• Addition of PI column on In-Progress Proposals Screen

• iText (PDF generation and compliance checking and Ember (frontend framework) upgrades

Release available as of September 24, 2018
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Collaborative Proposal with 
Subawards:

Add a Subaward Organization 
Scenario
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Collaborative Proposal Created

A collaborative 
proposal with 

subawards is started

The user will navigate 
to Manage 

Organizations and 
Personnel to add a 

Subaward 
Organization
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Manage Organizations and Personnel: Add Subaward Organization
The Awardee Organization is 

automatically displayed based on 
the PI on the proposal

Subaward 
Organization(s) can 

be added
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Add Subaward Organization: Search and Select First, search for an organization 
by name or DUNS number

After selecting the Subaward 
Organization(s) the user can proceed 

to the next step
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Add Subaward Organization: PI Search
Next, search for the 

Subaward PI(s) by NSF ID 
or email address

After selecting Subaward PI, 
the user can proceed to the 

next step
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Add Subaward Organization: Confirm Subaward Information

Confirm subaward 
information, and 

the Subaward 
Organization(s) 
and Subaward 

PI(s) will be added
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Subaward Organization and PI Successfully Added
The Subaward Organization(s) 

and Subaward PI(s) are 
successfully added
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Collaborative Proposal with 
Subawards:

Personnel – Version 1 Scenario
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Version 1 – Add New co-PI
Personnel from both the Awardee Organization 
and Subaward Organization(s) are displayed on 

one tab

To add a new 
co-PI, click 

the Add co-
Principal 

Investigator 
button
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Version 1 – Add co-PI Search and Select 

The user will perform a search by NSF ID or 
email address

After selecting the co-PI, the user adds 
this person to the proposal
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Version 1 - Subaward co-PI successfully Added The co-PI is successfully added to the 
proposal
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Collaborative Proposal with 
Subawards:

Personnel – Version 2 Scenario
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Version 2 – Navigate to Manage Organizations and Personnel

The user navigates 
to Manage 

Organizations and 
Personnel
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Version 2 – Separate Personnel screens for Each Organization

In this version, each organization has a 
separate screen for personnel
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Version 2 – Subaward Personnel Added from One Screen

All personnel for the Subaward Organization 
can be added on one screen
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Version 2 – co-PI Search by NSF ID or Email
The user will perform a search by NSF ID or 

email address

After selecting a co-PI, the user adds 
this person to the Subaward 

Personnel 27
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Version 2 – co-PI Successfully Added
The co-PI is successfully added to 

the Subaward personnel
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Collaborative Proposal with 
Subawards:

Budget Scenario
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Budget Scenario
The total requested amount 

includes the Awardee Organization 
and any Subaward Organizations

Budgets are available for the 
Awardee Organization, and any 
added Subaward Organizations

Click the Organization name to view 
and/or edit the budget
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Awardee Budget and Subaward Budget

A budget is 
available for the 

Awardee 
Organization, and 

for each 
Subaward 

Organization

The Awardee 
Organization budget 

contains a line for each 
Subaward, which is 

automatically populated 
based on the total per 
year in the Subaward 

budget
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New Award Notice
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NSF is working on a New Awards System…Why?

• Current system is old and outdated from a technology standpoint
• Want to take advantage of new technology
• Current system is based on an outdated “paper” process
• Opportunity to Standardize, Streamline and Simplify
• Ensures that NSF is compliant with Uniform Guidance and other policies
• Create an easy-to-use, user-friendly system
• Costly to maintain current system
• Difficult to add enhancements
• Increase connectivity to other NSF systems
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Why create a new Award Notice?

• Opportunity to Standardize, Streamline and Simplify
• Ensures that NSF is compliant with Uniform Guidance and other policies
• Create easy-to-read layout
• Take advantage of new technology
• Allow NSF to cc PIs and co-PIs on Award Notices
• Simplify processing for award-making Divisions
• Less reliance on code-changes/reprogramming
• Less prone to issues due to technology upgrades

34



National Science Foundation

No Cost Extensions – Released March 2018
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No Cost Extensions – Released March 2018

• Simple design
• Easy to read
• Logical layout
• Standardized text
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Other Administrative, No Funds Actions – Released June 2018
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Other Administrative, No Funds Actions – Released June 2018

• Same logical format 
as no cost extensions

• Clearly identify what 
the action changes 
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Actions with Funding

• Awardee Information
• Amendment Information
• Award Information
• Funding Information
• Project personnel
• NSF Contact Information
• Terms and Conditions
• Budget
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New Award Notice - Actions with Funding

40



National Science Foundation

New Award Notice - Actions with Funding
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New Award Notice - Actions with Funding
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New Award Notice - Actions with Funding
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New Award Notice - Actions with Funding

Scheduled release - November 2018

• Incremental Funding
• Supplemental Funding
• Creativity Extensions
• Forward Funded Increments

New Awards are scheduled for March 2019
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Q & A
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Next Steps and ERA Forum Resources
Survey
• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NSF-ERASurveySeptember2018

ERA Forum Email
• If you are interested in participating in future application usability studies, please 

send an email with your contact information to nsferaforum@nsf.gov

Subscribe to ERA Forum Listserv
• Send an email to Nsf-era-forum-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov

NSF ERA Forum Website
• https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp
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