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A. PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 

1. Name of institution 
University of Rhode Island  
 

2. Name of department, division, school or college 
Department:  Communication Studies/Public Relations 
College:  Arts & Sciences 
 

3. Intended initiation date of program change.  Include anticipated date for  
     granting first degrees or certificates, if appropriate. 

Initiation date: Fall, 2013 
First degree date:  Spring, 2014 
 

4. Intended location of the program 
    Kingston, Rhode Island 

 
 

5. Summary description of proposed program (not to exceed 2 pages) 
See attached document 
 

6. Signature of the President 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________________________      
 David M. Dooley  
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Summary of Proposed Program Change 
 
The Major in Public Relations has undergone significant change and development in recent years, not least of 
which is a sharp increase in enrollment. This increase has made two things apparent: 1. the current requirement 
that PR majors take Journalism 220 has had a great impact on the Journalism program in that it has delayed 
some Journalism majors from taking this gateway course in a timely fashion; 2. Public Relations majors enter 
PRS 340 without having any exposure to writing for public relations. 
 
Therefore, in 2012, with agreement of the chairs of Writing, Communication Studies and Journalism, the 
Writing Department prepared and had approved a  new course, WRT 331, Writing Public Relations, which is 
being proposed now as a new requirement for the Public Relations major. WRT 331 would replace Jor 220 as a 
required course for Public Relations majors. The new course would provide Public Relations majors with 
writing skills more pertinent to their field than Jor 220 is able to do. 
 
This change will add a course to the Public Relations major that is more specific to this career path. It will also 
make it more feasible for Journalism majors to take Jor 220 as freshmen or first semester sophomores, which 
will facilitate their matriculation through the major curriculum in a timely fashion. 
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