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FACULTY SENATE OFFICE  
 

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND FACULTY SENATE 
 

October 15, 2015 
 

Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee 
Five Hundred and Twenty-Sixth Report 

 
At the September 21, 2015 meeting of the Curricular Affairs Committee and by electronic 
communication, the following matters were considered and are now presented to the Faculty 
Senate. 
 
 

SECTION I 
Informational Matters 

 
COURSE CHANGES 

A. College of Arts and Sciences: 
 
 Change Prerequisite: 
 
  CHM 192, General Chemistry (5 crs.) 
 Continuation of 191. Principles of kinetics, equilibrium, and thermodynamic integrated with 

descriptive chemistry and qualitative analysis. Laboratory experiments parallel lecture 
topics. (Lec. 4, Lab. 3) Pre: chemistry major, CHM 101 and 102 with grade of C- or better, 
or CHM 191 with grade of C- or better, prior or concurrent enrollment in MTH 141. Not 
open to students with credits in CHM 112. 

 
 CSC 110, Survey of Computer Science (4 crs.) 
 Broad introduction to computer science, with an emphasis on problem solving.  Algorithm 

discovery. Algorithm analysis. Algorithmic solutions to problem in various sub-fields 
including operating systems, digital forensics, computer graphics, artificial intelligence, and 
bioinformatics. (Lec. 3, Lab. 2) Open only to computer science majors. 

 
 PSC/HDF 405, Policy Issues in Health and Aging (4 crs.) 
 Cross-listed as (PSC), HDF 405.  Analysis of U.S. social policy and programs related to 

issues of health and aging. Topics include: health care, long term care, retirement, and social 
services. (Seminar 4) Pre: PSC 310 or HDF 202 or permission of the instructor. 
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B.  College of Nursing: 
 
 Change Prerequisite: 
 
 NUR 333, Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing (3 crs.) 
 Nursing strategies to support and care for persons with limitations in psychosocial 

functioning in the context of family and community; psychiatric and/or mental health. (Lec. 
3) Pre: BPS 333 or NUR 243, NUR 323 and 324; credit or concurrent enrollment in NUR 
334, 343, and 344. 

 
 NUR 343, Nursing in Childbearing and Reproductive Health (3 crs.) 
 Emphasis on the nursing management of childbearing families and reproductive health 

issues across the life span. (Lec. 3) Pre:  BPS 333 or NUR 243;  credit or concurrent 
enrollment in NUR 333, 334, and 344. 

 
 

ONLINE COURSES 

The CAC has approved the following courses for online offering: 
 
 HIS 146, Women in the United States, 1890-Present (Online version for accelerated 7-

week online programs only.) 
 
 

COURSE DELETIONS 

 ART 306, Digital Art & Design III 
 
 
 
 

 SECTION II 
Curricular Matters Which Require Confirmation by the 

Faculty Senate 
 
 

NEW COURSES 
 

A.  College of Arts and Sciences: 
  
 FRN 397, Directed Study (1-3 crs.) 
 For advanced student at the 300-level. Individual research and reports on problems of 

special interest. (Independent Study) May be repeated for a total of 6 credits.  Pre: 
Acceptance of a project by a faculty member and approval of section head.   
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B.  College of the Environment and Life Sciences: 
 
 NRS 475, Coral Reef Conservation (3 crs.) 
 Investigation of human impacts on coral reef ecosystems and strategies to conserve their 

biodiversity. Laboratory sessions focus on field surveys and research techniques. Travel 
required; additional costs apply. Not for graduate credit.  (Lec. 1, Lab. 3, Rec. 1) Pre: 
permission of instructor and SCUBA certification required. 

 
 
C.  College of Human Science and Services: 
   
  EDC 278, Independent Study in Educational Studies (1-3) 
  Independent themes in education conducted as seminars or supervised individual projects for 

students to learn specialized material, gain research experience, and explore their interest in 
education in a deeper more meaningful way. (Independent Study) May be repeated for credit 
as often as the theme changes, up to 9 total credits. Pre: sophomore standing or permission 
of instructor.  

 
D.  College of Nursing: 
 
 NUR 243, Pharmacotherapeutics for Nursing (3 crs.) 
 Examination of pharmacotherapeutic concepts and agents used by nurses to treat selected 

illness and in the promotion, maintenance and restoration of wellness to facilitate safe 
nursing care across the lifespan. (Lec. 3) Pre: NUR 213 and 234, or RN student status, or 
permission of instructor. 

 
E.  University Libraries: 
 
 LIB 250, Information Research Across Disciplines (3 crs.) 
 Exploration and practice in finding, evaluating, and using information in the humanities, 

social sciences, natural sciences, and formal sciences. Examine information production, 
resources, roles, and uses. (Lec. 3) (EC) 

 
 
 

COURSE CHANGES 
 
A.  University Libraries: 
 
 LIB 150, Search Strategies for the Information Age (3 crs.) 
 Introduction to the exploration and practice of information literacy and library research 

concepts and skills, with an emphasis on the communication of information in today’s 
world. (Lec. 3) (EC)  
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 LIB 350, Current Issues of the Information Age (3 crs.)  
 Critical issues concerning the use of information are examined.  Emphasis is placed on the 

interdisciplinary nature of information and using research techniques as a foundation for 
informed global citizenship. (Lec. 3) Pre: Sophomore standing or consent of instructor. (EC) 

 
 
 

CURRICULAR CHANGES 
 

A.  College of Arts and Sciences: 
 
 1) Creation of a Double Counting Motion of up to 12 credits: (see Appendix A) 

Undergraduate students in the College of Arts and Sciences shall be allowed to use 
up to 12 credits of approved courses interchangeably for two or more separate majors 
among those programs in the College of Arts and Sciences which accept or require 
said courses. 

 
 2) Changing Course Code from ARH to ART: (see Appendix B) 
  The Department of Art & Art History is submitting a package of course 

change proposals with the purpose of changing the coding of Art History courses 
from ARH to ART.   

  Historically all courses in our department were coded ART. The change to 
ARH was made when we were the Department of Art to distinguish Art History 
as a separate discipline. More recently the name of the department was changed 
to Art & Art History so we no longer feel the separate course code is necessary. 
It would also conform to current usage at RIC and CCRI and schools with 
similar sized programs such as UNH and Eastern CT State University.  

  Change course code for all ARH courses.  
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APPENDIX A 

 
THE 

UNIVERSITY 
 of RHODE  ISLAND 

COLLEGE OF 
ARTS AND SCIENCES 

 
OI'FICE OF THE DEAN 
257 Chafee Social Science Center, 10 Chafee Road, Kingston, RI 02882 USA  p: ·401.874.4101 f: 401.874.2892 uri.edu/artsci 

 
 
 

Notice of Change for Faculty Senate 
 

At its March 2, 2015 meeting, the College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee 
approved the following motion. The College faculty discussed the motion at their 
meeting on March 31, 
2015. The college faculty voted to approve the motion and send it on to the Curricular Affairs 
Committee. 

 
Double Counting Motion 

 
"Undergraduate students in the College of Arts and Sciences shall be allowed to use 
up to 12 credits of approved courses interchangeably for two or more separate majors 
among those programs in the College of Arts and Sciences which accept or require 
said courses." 

 
This motion was spurred by a request from the Department of Communication Studies to 
permit undergraduate students majoring in two programs of the Harrington School of 
Communication and Media to double count up to 12 credits in Harrington School 
courses for both of those majors. In the request the example was given of students who 
would like to combine majors in Communication Studies and Public Relations but who 
find it difficult to do so under the current regulations. The Chair of Communication 
Studies pointed out that when students do complete both majors, they take seats in 
Communication Studies courses which could be freed up for other students, should 
some double counting be permitted. 

 
Assistant Dean Smith explained to the Curriculum Committee that the current practice of 
the Dean's Office is to allow Arts and Sciences undergraduates to double count two 
courses toward each of two majors if both majors are offered by the College of Arts and 
Sciences and to double count one course if one of the majors is offered by another 
college. Dean Smith reported that this practice predated his affiliation with the College of 
Arts and Sciences. As far as the Curriculum Committee has been able to determine, the 
practice is not based on legislation approved by the College of Arts and Sciences faculty, 
it has not been published in the University Catalog or on the College website, nor is it 
mentioned in the recently compiled College By-Laws. 
 
The University of Rhode Island is an equal opportunity employer committed to the principles of affirmative action 
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The purpose of the motion presented by the Curriculum Committee is to establish an 
official College policy which will be published, once it has been approved, The 
Curriculum Committee was influenced in making its recommendation by the following 
considerations: 

 
1. More than a quarter of the students who completed undergraduate majors in the 
College of Arts and Sciences last year completed two majors. Some completed three 
majors. Students value the recognition which they receive for completing two or more 
majors. 

 
2. The potential for counting courses for more than one major exists primarily due to the 
creation or interdisciplinary majors and to the cross-listing or courses. The Curriculum 
Committee assumes that these phenomena will become even more common in the future, given 
their encouragement in the Academic Plan. Thus it is timely to adopt and publish a rule which 
governs the possibility of double counting. 
3. The policy proposed by the Curriculum Committee allows for some double counting but puts a 
cap on it. This represents a middle ground between barring all double counting and allowing 
unlimited double counting which could lead potentially to buy-one-get-one-free combinations 
of double majors. 
 
4. College-wide policy which permits double-counting would be fairer to students in the 
College than one limited to Harrington School majors. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 



 8 

APPENDIX B 
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ART$$and$ARH$Course$Numbers

Exis%ng( Proposed
ARH$120 ART$120
ARH$251 ART$251
ARH$252 ART$252
ARH$284 ART$284
ARH$300 ART$300
ARH$330 AAF ART$330
ARH$331 AAF ART$331
ARH$354 ART$354
ARH$356 ART$356
ARH$359 ART$359
ARH$361 ART$361
ARH$362 ART$362
ARH$363 ART$363
ARH$364 ART$364
ARH$365 ART$365
ARH$371 ART$371
ARH$372 ART$372
ARH$374 ART$374
ARH$375 ART$375
ARH$376 ART$376
ARH$377 ART$377
ARH$380 ART$380
ARH$385 ART$385
ARH$461 ART$461
ARH$462 ART$462
ARH$465 APG ART$465
ARH$469 ART$469
ARH$470 ART$470
ARH$475 ART$475
ARH$480 ART$480
ARH$565 APG ART$565
ARH$575 ART$575
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