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The	
  Honors	
  Office	
  has	
  three	
  distinct	
  divisions:	
  the	
  Honors	
  Program;	
  National	
  Fellowships;	
  
and	
  Pre-­‐health	
  professions	
  advising.	
  
	
  
HONORS	
  PROGRAM	
  	
  
	
  
A.	
  Eligibility	
  Standards	
  
	
  
The	
  standards	
  of	
  eligibility	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  Honors	
  Program	
  course	
  work	
  
continue	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  same	
  for	
  2014-­‐2015:	
  	
  Incoming	
  students	
  must	
  have	
  earned	
  a	
  high	
  
school	
  GPA	
  of	
  3.4	
  or	
  higher,	
  and	
  a	
  combined	
  SAT	
  score	
  of	
  1100	
  or	
  higher	
  in	
  Critical	
  
Reading	
  and	
  Mathematics	
  (or	
  an	
  ACT	
  composite	
  score	
  of	
  24	
  or	
  higher).	
  Sophomores,	
  
juniors,	
  and	
  seniors	
  must	
  have	
  earned	
  a	
  3.3	
  GPA	
  to	
  remain	
  eligible	
  (up	
  from	
  3.2).	
  Under	
  
special	
  circumstances,	
  these	
  requirements	
  may	
  be	
  modified	
  with	
  permission	
  of	
  the	
  
Director.	
  
	
  
For	
  freshmen	
  entering	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  of	
  2015	
  we	
  changed	
  the	
  standards	
  to:	
  students	
  who	
  meet	
  the	
  
following	
  eligibility	
  requirements	
  will	
  be	
  invited	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  Honors	
  once	
  admitted	
  to	
  the	
  
university:	
  
	
  

• By	
  earning	
  a	
  cumulative	
  high	
  school	
  GPA	
  of	
  3.80	
  or	
  
higher	
  or	
  

• By	
  earning	
  a	
  cumulative	
  high	
  school	
  GPA	
  of	
  3.50	
  or	
  higher	
  AND	
  a	
  combined	
  
SAT	
  score	
  of	
  1200	
  or	
  higher	
  in	
  Critical	
  Reading	
  and	
  Mathematics	
  (or	
  the	
  ACT	
  
equivalent	
  score	
  or	
  27).	
  

	
  
We	
  decided	
  on	
  the	
  dual	
  eligibility	
  criteria	
  because	
  SAT	
  scores	
  are	
  highly	
  correlated	
  with	
  family	
  
income;	
  we	
  wanted	
  to	
  be	
  sure	
  we	
  were	
  not	
  excluding	
  first	
  generation	
  and	
  Pell	
  eligible	
  students.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  anticipated	
  this	
  change	
  would	
  result	
  in	
  approximately	
  25%	
  of	
  the	
  entering	
  class	
  meeting	
  the	
  
eligibility	
  requirements,	
  down	
  from	
  approximately	
  30%	
  for	
  Fall	
  2013	
  and	
  Fall	
  2014	
  to	
  
approximately	
  25%	
  of	
  the	
  admitted	
  class.	
  Our	
  goal	
  was	
  approximately	
  825	
  Honors	
  eligible	
  
admitted	
  students	
  for	
  2015,	
  but	
  the	
  result	
  was	
  975..	
  The	
  number	
  of	
  admitted	
  Talent	
  Development	
  
students	
  increased	
  from	
  1	
  in	
  Fall	
  2014	
  to	
  19	
  in	
  Fall	
  2015.	
  
	
  
Accepted	
  students	
  
	
  

2013:	
  1036	
  (14.7%	
  identify	
  as	
  from	
  underrepresented	
  groups)	
  
2014:	
  1066	
  (12.7%	
  identify	
  as	
  from	
  underrepresented	
  groups)	
  
2015:	
  975	
  (15.6%	
  identify	
  as	
  from	
  underrepresented	
  group)	
  

	
  
B.	
  Advising	
  and	
  Early	
  Registration	
  for	
  Honors	
  Program	
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Demand	
  for	
  advising	
  services	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  indication	
  of	
  student	
  engagement	
  with	
  the	
  Honors	
  mission,	
  
as	
  such	
  advising	
  often	
  seeks	
  to	
  ascertain	
  how	
  Honors	
  courses	
  and	
  experiences	
  can	
  be	
  integrated	
  
into	
  a	
  student’s	
  major	
  and	
  minor	
  programs	
  of	
  study.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  addition,	
  participation	
  in	
  Early	
  Registration	
  advising	
  suggests	
  a	
  means	
  by	
  which	
  to	
  assess	
  
student	
  commitment	
  to	
  completing	
  the	
  Honors	
  Program.	
  	
  Early	
  Registration	
  advising	
  requires	
  both	
  
student	
  completion	
  of	
  a	
  form	
  detailing	
  their	
  progress	
  toward	
  meeting	
  program	
  requirement	
  and	
  
their	
  signature	
  on	
  a	
  statement	
  confirming	
  their	
  intention	
  to	
  complete	
  the	
  entire	
  program.	
  
	
  

1. Individual	
  Advising	
  for	
  First	
  Year	
  and	
  UC	
  Advising	
  (N.	
  Caronia	
  and	
  C.	
  Foster):	
  
a. AY	
  2014-­‐2015:	
  655	
  Students	
  

i. Breakdown:	
  Fall	
  2014:	
  360	
  Students	
  
ii. Breakdown:	
  Spring	
  2015:	
  295	
  Students	
  

b. Summer	
  2015	
  Orientation	
  and	
  other	
  individual	
  advising:	
  150	
  Students	
  
c. AY	
  Fall	
  2015	
  (through	
  Nov	
  30):	
  402	
  Students	
  
Nota	
  Bene:	
  These	
  numbers	
  do	
  not	
  include	
  group,	
  email	
  or,	
  telephone	
  advising,	
  all	
  of	
  
which	
  are	
  increasingly	
  used	
  by	
  students.	
  
	
  

2. Early	
  Registration:	
  	
  
AY	
  2014-­‐2015:	
  871	
  students	
  

	
  
3. Group	
  Advising:	
  

Summer	
  2015	
  Group	
  Orientation:	
  Approximately	
  650	
  students	
  
	
  

4. Special	
  Events:	
  
a. Fall	
  2014	
  Meet	
  and	
  Greet	
  for	
  First	
  Year	
  and	
  Transfers:	
  approximately	
  150	
  students	
  

(Optional	
  social	
  occasion	
  where	
  students	
  interact	
  with	
  Honors	
  faculty	
  and	
  staff	
  and	
  
have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  meet	
  with	
  an	
  Honors	
  advisor.)	
  
-­‐-­‐Nota	
  Bene:	
  In	
  contrast,	
  Fall	
  2015’s	
  event	
  drew	
  almost	
  300	
  students	
  
	
  

b. Spring	
  2015	
  Welcome	
  Days:	
  1,800	
  prospective	
  students	
  and	
  their	
  families	
  (While	
  
not	
  a	
  strict	
  advising	
  day,	
  this	
  event	
  is	
  the	
  deciding	
  factor	
  in	
  a	
  student’s	
  commitment	
  
to	
  URI.	
  The	
  Honors	
  Program	
  Welcome	
  Days	
  emphasize	
  numerous	
  items	
  from	
  class	
  
size	
  and	
  subject	
  matter	
  to	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  receive	
  individualized	
  advising	
  from	
  an	
  
Honors	
  Advisor.)	
  

	
  
	
  

C.	
  Courses	
  and	
  Enrollment	
  	
  
	
  
During	
  the	
  Fall	
  2014	
  semester,	
  the	
  Honors	
  Program	
  offered	
  forty-­‐seven	
  Honors	
  courses	
  (in	
  
addition	
  to	
  Honors	
  Projects,	
  Honors	
  Directed	
  Study	
  and	
  Administrative	
  Internships).	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  Spring	
  2015	
  semester,	
  we	
  offered	
  thirty-­‐seven	
  Honors	
  courses	
  (in	
  addition	
  to	
  Honors	
  
Projects,	
  Administrative	
  Internships	
  and	
  Honors	
  Directed	
  Study).	
  
	
  
Class	
  Enrollments	
   	
  
	
  

2013-­‐14:	
  1372	
  (1177	
  gen	
  ed)	
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2014-­‐15:	
  1599	
  (1314	
  gen	
  ed)	
  
For	
  Fall	
  2015	
  we	
  are	
  99	
  seats	
  above	
  Fall	
  2014.	
  

	
  
D.	
   Faculty	
  and	
  Staff	
  

	
  
The	
  Honors	
  faculty	
  is	
  drawn	
  from	
  seven	
  of	
  the	
  University’s	
  colleges.	
  See	
  Appendix	
  A	
  for	
  
a	
  list	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  taught	
  Honors	
  courses	
  in	
  2014-­‐2015.	
  Over	
  the	
  past	
  several	
  years	
  we	
  
have	
  consciously	
  attempted	
  to	
  increase	
  the	
  disciplinary	
  diversity	
  of	
  our	
  course	
  
offerings.	
  We	
  intend	
  the	
  Honors	
  Program	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  premier	
  interdisciplinary	
  teaching	
  
site	
  on	
  campus.	
  
	
  
E.	
  Honors	
  Colloquium	
  
	
  
The	
  2014	
  Honors	
  Colloquium,	
  Cybersecurity	
  &	
  Privacy	
  examined	
  cybersecurity	
  and	
  the	
  
loss	
  of	
  personal	
  privacy	
  in	
  the	
  digital	
  age.	
  The	
  Colloquium	
  was	
  coordinated	
  by	
  
Professors	
  Lisa	
  DiPippo,	
  Vic	
  Fay-­‐Wolfe,	
  Ed	
  Lamagna,	
  College	
  of	
  Arts	
  and	
  Sciences	
  and	
  
Yan	
  Sun,	
  College	
  of	
  Engineering,	
  with	
  the	
  assistance	
  of	
  Deborah	
  Gardiner	
  of	
  the	
  Honors	
  
Program.	
  Harry	
  Lewis,	
  Gordon	
  McKay	
  Professor	
  of	
  Computer	
  Science,	
  Harvard	
  
University;	
  faculty	
  associate,	
  Berkman	
  Center	
  for	
  Internet	
  and	
  Society,	
  Harvard	
  
University;	
  and	
  co-­‐author,	
  Blown	
  to	
  Bits:	
  Your	
  Life,	
  Liberty,	
  and	
  Happiness	
  after	
  the	
  
Digital	
  Explosion,	
  was	
  the	
  opening	
  speaker	
  for	
  the	
  Colloquium	
  and	
  discussed	
  Too	
  Much	
  
Information?	
  	
  The	
  colloquium	
  closed	
  with	
  a	
  presentation	
  by	
  Bruce	
  Schneier,	
  computer	
  
security	
  and	
  privacy	
  specialist,	
  chief	
  technology	
  officer	
  at	
  Co3	
  Systems,	
  and	
  author,	
  
Carry	
  On.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Fall	
  2015	
  colloquium,	
  The	
  Power	
  of	
  Humor,	
  coordinated	
  by	
  Rachel	
  DiCioccio	
  (Communication	
  
Studies,	
  Harington	
  School	
  of	
  Communication	
  and	
  Media),	
  and	
  Brian	
  Quilliam	
  (Pharmacy),	
  has	
  had	
  
record	
  attendances.	
  	
  Speakers	
  have	
  gotten	
  many	
  laughs	
  while	
  addressing	
  the	
  philosophy,	
  
psychology	
  and	
  history	
  of	
  humor	
  from	
  the	
  perspective	
  of	
  health,	
  politics,	
  and	
  the	
  cultural	
  context	
  
of	
  cartooning.	
  
	
  
The	
  Fall	
  2016	
  colloquium,	
  Inequality	
  and	
  the	
  American	
  Dream,	
  coordinated	
  by	
  Jill	
  Doerner	
  
(Sociology),	
  Kristin	
  Johnson	
  (Political	
  Science),	
  Erik	
  Loomis	
  (History),	
  and	
  Liam	
  Malloy	
  (Economics)	
  
has	
  begun	
  planning	
  an	
  exciting	
  program	
  that	
  will	
  coincide	
  with	
  the	
  Presidential	
  elections.	
  
	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  financial	
  support	
  from	
  the	
  Honors	
  Program,	
  sponsors	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  Fall	
  
2014	
  Honors	
  Colloquium	
  were:	
  
	
  
URI	
  Office	
  of	
  the	
  President;	
  URI	
  Office	
  of	
  the	
  Provost;	
  The	
  Mark	
  and	
  Donna	
  Ross	
  Honors	
  
Colloquium	
  Humanities	
  Endowment;	
  The	
  Thomas	
  Silvia	
  and	
  Shannon	
  Chandley	
  Honors	
  
Colloquium	
  Endowment;	
  URI	
  College	
  of	
  Human	
  Science	
  and	
  Services;	
  URI	
  Talent	
  
Development;	
  URI	
  Multicultural	
  Center;	
  URI	
  College	
  of	
  Arts	
  &	
  Sciences;	
  URI	
  Harrington	
  
School	
  of	
  Communications	
  and	
  Media;	
  URI	
  John	
  Hazen	
  White,	
  Sr.	
  Center	
  for	
  Ethics	
  and	
  Public	
  
Service;	
  URI	
  College	
  of	
  Pharmacy;	
  URI	
  College	
  of	
  Engineering;	
  URI	
  College	
  of	
  the	
  Environment	
  
and	
  Life	
  Sciences;	
  URI	
  College	
  of	
  Nursing;	
  URI	
  College	
  of	
  Business	
  Administration;	
  URI	
  
Division	
  of	
  Student	
  Affairs;	
  URI	
  Department	
  of	
  Communications	
  and	
  Marketing;	
  URI	
  
Department	
  of	
  Publications	
  and	
  Creative	
  Services;	
  URI	
  ITS	
  Instructional	
  Technology	
  and	
  
Media	
  Services.	
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2014-­‐2015	
  was	
  the	
  fifth	
  year	
  that	
  the	
  Colloquium	
  was	
  web-­‐streamed	
  live	
  on	
  the	
  URI	
  
homepage.	
  This	
  will	
  continue,	
  as	
  will	
  archiving	
  of	
  most	
  public	
  lectures	
  for	
  more	
  
widespread	
  use.	
  	
  The	
  URI	
  Department	
  of	
  Communications	
  and	
  Marketing	
  and	
  the	
  URI	
  
Publications	
  Office	
  also	
  wonderfully	
  support	
  the	
  Colloquium.	
  
	
  
For	
  Spring	
  2015,	
  we	
  offered	
  three	
  Honors	
  Colloquia:	
  Classroom	
  without	
  Borders,	
  directed	
  
by	
  Rob	
  Widell,	
  Assistant	
  Professor	
  of	
  History;	
  Why	
  People	
  Collect	
  Things:	
  Constructing	
  a	
  
Cabinet	
  of	
  Curiosities,	
  directed	
  by	
  Cheryl	
  Foster,	
  Professor	
  of	
  Philosophy	
  and	
  Cate	
  E.	
  
Morrison,	
  Communication	
  Studies;	
  and	
  Flipping	
  the	
  Script,	
  directed	
  by	
  Naomi	
  Mandel,	
  
Professor	
  of	
  English.	
  
	
  
F.	
   Awards	
  and	
  Endowment	
  
	
  
The	
  Honors	
  Colloquium	
  has	
  two	
  endowed	
  lectures	
  thanks	
  to	
  the	
  help	
  of	
  Tom	
  
Zorabedian	
  and	
  Dean	
  Winnie	
  Brownell.	
  We	
  are	
  working	
  with	
  Katherine	
  Flynn,	
  Director	
  
of	
  Corporate	
  and	
  Foundation	
  Relations	
  at	
  the	
  URI	
  Foundation,	
  to	
  increase	
  external	
  
support	
  for	
  the	
  Honors	
  Colloquium.	
  
	
  
G.	
  Visiting	
  Scholars	
  
	
  
We	
  supported	
  several	
  faculty	
  proposals	
  to	
  bring	
  visiting	
  scholars	
  to	
  campus.	
  We	
  also	
  worked	
  
with	
  Vice	
  Provost	
  Laura	
  Beauvais	
  to	
  award	
  grants	
  for	
  international	
  distinguished	
  visiting	
  
scholars.	
  Four	
  scholars	
  visited	
  the	
  campus	
  for	
  weeklong	
  visits	
  over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  the	
  academic	
  
year.	
  We	
  will	
  work	
  with	
  the	
  Provost’s	
  office	
  in	
  developing	
  and	
  evaluating	
  this	
  program.	
  
	
  
	
  H.	
  Honors	
  Project	
  Conference	
  
	
  
Honors	
  Projects	
  were	
  presented	
  at	
  the	
  eleventh	
  annual	
  Honors	
  Project	
  Conference	
  on	
  
May	
  1,	
  2015.	
  The	
  student	
  conference	
  scheduled	
  poster	
  presentations	
  and	
  oral	
  
presentations	
  throughout	
  the	
  day	
  for	
  humanities,	
  social	
  science,	
  natural	
  science,	
  and	
  
professional	
  college	
  projects	
  in	
  Lippitt	
  Hall.	
  Each	
  student	
  completing	
  a	
  project	
  also	
  
contributed	
  an	
  abstract	
  to	
  the	
  conference	
  program,	
  available	
  in	
  the	
  Honors	
  Program	
  
office	
  in	
  Lippitt	
  Hall.	
  Presenters	
  and	
  titles	
  are	
  listed	
  in	
  Appendix	
  B	
  along	
  with	
  faculty	
  
sponsors.	
  Associate	
  Director	
  Carolyn	
  Hames	
  serves	
  as	
  the	
  primary	
  advisor	
  to	
  students	
  
completing	
  the	
  Honors	
  Program	
  and	
  is	
  the	
  main	
  organizer	
  of	
  the	
  annual	
  Honors	
  
conference.	
  
	
  
I	
  want	
  to	
  express	
  sincere	
  appreciation	
  to	
  these	
  faculty	
  sponsors	
  who	
  devote	
  their	
  time	
  
to	
  mentoring	
  the	
  students	
  completing	
  their	
  Honors	
  Projects.	
  Their	
  contribution	
  is	
  
particularly	
  remarkable	
  in	
  that	
  fifty-­‐five	
  of	
  these	
  faculty	
  members	
  were	
  not	
  teaching	
  an	
  
Honors	
  course	
  in	
  2014-­‐2015.	
  Together	
  with	
  the	
  sixty-­‐four	
  faculty	
  teaching	
  Honors	
  
courses,	
  this	
  brings	
  the	
  total	
  number	
  of	
  faculty	
  participating	
  in	
  the	
  Honors	
  Program	
  
during	
  2014-­‐2015	
  to	
  one	
  hundred-­‐nineteen	
  (119).	
  
	
  
We	
  continue	
  to	
  assist	
  Karen	
  Markin	
  of	
  the	
  Division	
  of	
  Research	
  and	
  Economic	
  
Development	
  on	
  the	
  Undergraduate	
  Research	
  Initiative	
  for	
  Artistic	
  and	
  Scholarly	
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Projects.	
  This	
  program,	
  generously	
  funded	
  by	
  Vice	
  President	
  Gerald	
  Sonnenfeld	
  and	
  
Provost	
  Donald	
  DeHayes,	
  provides	
  support	
  for	
  undergraduate	
  research	
  across	
  the	
  
University,	
  irrespective	
  of	
  participation	
  in	
  the	
  Honors	
  Program.	
  I	
  also	
  wish	
  to	
  thank	
  
Provost	
  DeHayes	
  for	
  his	
  continued	
  commitment	
  to	
  supporting	
  student	
  research	
  in	
  
the	
  Honors	
  Program.	
  
	
  
	
  I.	
  Spring	
  Honors	
  Celebration	
  and	
  Awards	
  Ceremony	
  
	
  
The	
  Spring	
  Honors	
  Celebration	
  and	
  Awards	
  Ceremony	
  was	
  held	
  after	
  the	
  annual	
  
Honors	
  Project	
  Conference	
  on	
  May	
  1,	
  2015	
  in	
  Lippitt	
  Hall.	
  
	
  
	
  J.	
  Honors	
  Program	
  and	
  Visiting	
  Scholars	
  Committee	
  2014-­‐2015	
  
	
  
The	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Honors	
  Program	
  and	
  Visiting	
  Scholars	
  Committee	
  during	
  the	
  
past	
  year	
  were:	
  Associate	
  Professor	
  Lynne	
  Derbyshire,	
  Communication	
  Studies,	
  and	
  
Director,	
  Honors	
  Program;	
  Professor	
  Jose	
  Amador,	
  Natural	
  Resource	
  Science;	
  
Associate	
  Professor	
  Librarian	
  Mona	
  Niedbala,	
  University	
  Library;	
  Professor	
  Arthur	
  
Spivack,	
  Graduate	
  School	
  of	
  Oceanography;	
  Skye	
  Leedahl,	
  Human	
  Development	
  and	
  
Family	
  Studies;	
  Professor	
  Lisa	
  DiPippo,	
  Computer	
  Science	
  and	
  Statistics;	
  Professor	
  
Diane	
  Kern,	
  School	
  of	
  Education,	
  and	
  Coordinator	
  of	
  Colloquium	
  ex	
  officio;	
  Alexis	
  
Carlson,	
  undergraduate	
  student	
  representative;	
  Victoria	
  Kern,	
  undergraduate	
  
student	
  representative;	
  Maris	
  Gourd,	
  graduate	
  student	
  representative.	
  
	
  
	
  K.	
  Honors	
  Housing	
  

Housing	
  is	
  available	
  to	
  qualifying	
  upper	
  class	
  Honors	
  students	
  on	
  the	
  4th	
  floor	
  of	
  the	
  
Garrahy	
  apartments.	
  There	
  is	
  generally	
  significant	
  excess	
  demand	
  for	
  the	
  54	
  beds	
  on	
  
that	
  floor.	
  For	
  AY	
  2015-­‐16,	
  working	
  with	
  Housing	
  and	
  Residential	
  Life	
  we	
  added	
  
sophmore	
  housing	
  for	
  50	
  students	
  in	
  Coddington	
  Hall.	
  
	
  
NATIONAL	
  FELLOWSHIPS	
  
	
  
Led	
   by	
   Assistant	
   Director	
   Kathleen	
  Maher,	
   Honors	
   supported	
   student	
   applications	
   to	
  
prestigious	
  external	
   fellowships	
   and	
   scholarships	
  	
  	
   	
  
	
  
For	
  awards	
  requiring	
  formal	
  institutional	
  nomination,	
  60%	
  of	
  our	
  nominees	
  (9	
  of	
  15)	
  became	
  
awardees,	
  finalists,	
  honorable	
  mentions	
  or	
  alternates.	
  	
  The	
  2014-­‐2015	
  awardees	
  hail	
  from	
  the	
  
colleges	
  of	
  Arts	
  &	
  Sciences,	
  CELS,	
  Engineering,	
  HSS	
  and	
  Pharmacy.	
  	
  Five	
  of	
  the	
  six	
  who	
  went	
  on	
  to	
  
win	
  scholarships	
  were	
  Honors	
  Program	
  participants	
  or	
  alumni.	
  
	
  

• MARSHALL	
  SCHOLARSHIP:	
  Honors	
  student	
  Morgan	
  Breene	
  (BA	
  History	
  &	
  Anthropology	
  ‘14,	
  
GIS	
  certificate	
  ’15)	
  became	
  the	
  first	
  University	
  of	
  Rhode	
  Island	
  student	
  in	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  the	
  
61	
  year	
  old	
  program	
  to	
  be	
  named	
  as	
  a	
  Marshall	
  Scholar.	
  	
  Only	
  thirty-­‐two	
  students	
  were	
  
selected	
  nationally	
  for	
  this	
  honor	
  in	
  2015.	
  	
  The	
  award	
  provides	
  two	
  years	
  of	
  funding	
  for	
  
scholars	
  to	
  study	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  Kingdom.	
  Breene	
  will	
  use	
  her	
  award	
  to	
  pursue	
  a	
  master’s	
  
degree	
  in	
  maritime	
  archaeology	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Southampton	
  and	
  another	
  master’s	
  in	
  
European	
  history	
  at	
  University	
  College	
  London.	
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• FULBRIGHT	
  U.S.	
  STUDENT	
  GRANT:	
  	
  Michael	
  Roderick	
  (MA	
  Elem.	
  Ed	
  ‘15;	
  BA	
  History	
  &	
  
Political	
  Science	
  ’13)	
  was	
  selected	
  for	
  a	
  Fulbright	
  English	
  Teaching	
  Assistant	
  (ETA)	
  to	
  South	
  
Korea.	
  
	
  
Three	
  other	
  URI	
  applications	
  to	
  the	
  Fulbright	
  US	
  Student	
  Program	
  made	
  it	
  through	
  the	
  
national	
  screening	
  committee,	
  one	
  of	
  which	
  was	
  selected	
  as	
  an	
  alternate	
  for	
  a	
  research	
  
grant	
  to	
  Nicaragua	
  (Hilary	
  Lohmann,	
  graduate	
  student	
  in	
  Marine	
  Affairs).	
  

	
  
• BOREN	
  SCHOLARSHIP:	
  Honors	
  student	
  Alexandra	
  Azevedo	
  (BA	
  Philosophy	
  ‘16	
  &	
  BS	
  

Biological	
  Sciences	
  ’15;	
  Pre-­‐Med)	
  received	
  full	
  funding	
  for	
  intensive	
  Portuguese	
  study	
  
through	
  the	
  Boren	
  African	
  Language	
  Flagship	
  Initiative.	
  First	
  through	
  eight-­‐week	
  language	
  
boot	
  camp	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Florida,	
  followed	
  by	
  a	
  semester	
  in	
  Mozambique.	
  	
  Just	
  this	
  
month	
  Alexandra’s	
  grant	
  was	
  extended	
  for	
  a	
  second	
  semester	
  for	
  an	
  award	
  total	
  of	
  over	
  
$25K.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
• GOLDWATER	
  SCHOLARSHIP:	
  Two	
  students	
  received	
  Honorable	
  Mentions	
  in	
  the	
  Goldwater	
  

Scholarship	
  Competition	
  in	
  2015:	
  	
  junior	
  Honors	
  student	
  Meagan	
  Hamblin	
  (BS	
  Pharm	
  
Sciences	
  ’16)	
  and	
  sophomore	
  Honors	
  student	
  Jamie	
  Schicho	
  (BS	
  Ocean	
  Engineering	
  ‘17)	
  

	
  
• UDALL	
  SCHOLARSHIP:	
  	
  Sophomore	
  Honors	
  student	
  Vanessa	
  Garcia	
  (BS	
  ENRE	
  ‘17)	
  received	
  

Honorable	
  Mention	
  in	
  the	
  Udall	
  Scholarship	
  Competition	
  	
  
	
  

• Gilman	
  Scholarships:	
  	
  While	
  Gilman	
  Scholarship	
  applications	
  are	
  processed	
  through	
  the	
  
Office	
  of	
  International	
  Education	
  and	
  Enrollment	
  Services/Financial	
  Aid,	
  Honors	
  assists	
  in	
  
the	
  promotion	
  of	
  the	
  Gilman	
  and	
  critiques	
  applications	
  for	
  Honors	
  and	
  Pre-­‐-­‐-­‐Health	
  
students.	
  	
  Twenty	
  URI	
  students	
  were	
  awarded	
  study	
  abroad	
  scholarships	
  ranging	
  from	
  
$2500	
  to	
  $8000.	
  	
  (Of	
  those	
  twenty	
  five	
  declined	
  their	
  awards.)	
  	
  An	
  additional	
  three	
  URI	
  
students	
  were	
  named	
  as	
  alternates.	
  

	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  awards	
  requiring	
  institutional	
  nomination,	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  National	
  Fellowships	
  
supports	
  students	
  applying	
  for	
  many	
  other	
  nationally	
  competitive	
  awards,	
  the	
  most	
  significant	
  
of	
  which	
  are	
  noted	
  below.	
  
	
  

• NOAA	
  Hollings	
  Scholarship	
  	
  
Two	
  Honors	
  sophomores	
  were	
  named	
  as	
  Hollings	
  Scholars	
  this	
  year:	
  Jamie	
  Schicho	
  (BS	
  
Ocean	
  Engineering	
  ‘17)	
  and	
  Jessica	
  Freedman	
  (BS	
  Marine	
  Bio	
  ’17.	
  	
  These	
  are	
  the	
  19th	
  and	
  
20th	
  URI	
  students	
  to	
  be	
  awarded	
  the	
  scholarship	
  since	
  its	
  inception	
  in	
  2005.	
  

	
  
• Critical	
  Languages	
  Scholarships	
  	
  

Two	
  URI	
  students	
  were	
  awarded	
  Critical	
  Languages	
  Scholarships	
  for	
  the	
  summer	
  of	
  2015:	
  
-­‐	
  For	
  Chinese:	
  freshman	
  Jackson	
  Sugar	
  (Chinese	
  Flagship	
  and	
  Ocean	
  Engineering)	
  
-­‐	
  For	
  Indonesian:	
  Geosciences	
  PhD	
  candidate	
  Laura	
  Schifman	
  (declined	
  award)	
  
	
  

• Metcalf	
  Scholarship:	
  	
  
Honors	
  students	
  Charlie	
  Santos	
  (BA	
  Philosophy	
  ’17)	
  and	
  Hannah	
  Masse	
  (BS	
  Nutrition	
  and	
  
Dietetics	
  ’15)	
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• DAAD	
  (German	
  Academic	
  Exchange	
  Service)	
  Scholarship:	
  Junior,	
  Sarah	
  Rheault	
  (German	
  
IEP	
  with	
  Industrial	
  and	
  Systems	
  Engineering)	
  
	
  

• Demers	
  Foreign	
  Language	
  Fellowship:	
  
In	
  this	
  fourth	
  year	
  of	
  the	
  Demers	
  program,	
  URI	
  students	
  received	
  all	
  18	
  Demers	
  Foreign	
  
Language	
  Fellowships,	
  for	
  a	
  combined	
  total	
  of	
  $222,000.	
  	
  83%	
  (15	
  or	
  18)	
  of	
  the	
  awardees	
  
utilized	
  services	
  of	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  National	
  Fellowships	
  (attended	
  workshop,	
  essay	
  review,	
  or	
  
both).	
  	
  	
  

	
  
• African	
  Federation	
  of	
  Emergency	
  Medicine	
  (AFEM)	
  Fellowship:	
  	
  

Jennifer	
  Pigoga	
  (CMB	
  ‘15,	
  Bio	
  Sci	
  ‘15	
  pre-­‐med)	
  is	
  the	
  third	
  Honors	
  student	
  from	
  URI	
  to	
  win	
  
this	
  prestigious	
  1-­‐year	
  fellowship	
  to	
  South	
  Africa,	
  which	
  includes	
  a	
  fully	
  funded	
  masters	
  
degree	
  from	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Cape	
  Town	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  an	
  internship	
  with	
  AFEM.	
  	
  

	
  
• National	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  Graduate	
  Research	
  Fellowship	
  (NSF	
  GRFP):	
  

URI	
  undergraduate	
  degree	
  holders	
  (alumni),	
  three	
  students	
  were	
  awarded	
  fellowships	
  and	
  
three	
  received	
  honorable	
  mention.	
  	
  Among	
  current	
  URI	
  graduate	
  students,	
  another	
  three	
  
fellowships	
  were	
  awarded,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  three	
  Honorable	
  Mentions.	
  

	
  
	
  
PRE-­‐HEALTH	
  PROFESSIONS	
  ADVISING	
  PROGRAM	
  
	
  
Assistant	
   Director	
   Kathleen	
   Maher	
   chairs	
   the	
   Health	
   Professions	
   Advisory	
   Committee	
   (HPAC),	
  
which	
  assists	
  students	
  in	
  preparing	
  for	
  application	
  to	
  graduate	
  level	
  professional	
  programs	
  in	
  the	
  
human	
   health	
   sciences.	
   The	
   volunteer	
   committee	
   puts	
   students	
   through	
   a	
   series	
   of	
   group	
   and	
  
individual	
   interviews	
   and	
   provides	
   critical	
   feedback	
   on	
   their	
   draft	
   applications	
   and	
   personal	
  
statements.	
   A	
  committee	
  letter	
  of	
  endorsement	
  is	
  then	
  prepared	
  for	
  each	
  qualified	
  student	
  who	
  
as	
  completed	
  the	
  process.	
   The	
  2014-­‐2015	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  HPAC	
  were	
  faculty	
  members:	
  Brenton	
  
DeBoef	
  (Associate	
  Professor,	
  Chemistry),	
  H.	
  James	
  Harwood	
  (Adjunct,	
  Cell	
  and	
  Molecular	
  Biology	
  
Honors),	
  Niall	
  Howlett	
   (Associate	
  Professor,	
  Cell	
  and	
  Molecular	
  Biology),	
  and	
  Andrea	
  A.	
  Rusnock	
  
(Professor,	
  History).	
  
	
  
Through	
  the	
  Brown-­‐-­‐-­‐URI	
  Early	
  Identification	
  Program	
  (EIP),	
  two	
  Honors	
  Program	
  sophomores	
  received	
  
early	
   contingent	
   admission	
   to	
   The	
   Warren	
   Alpert	
   Medical	
   School	
   at	
   Brown	
   University:	
   Haran	
  
Mennillo	
   (Biological	
   Sciences	
   and	
   Philosophy)	
   and	
   Ethan	
   Snow	
   (Biological	
   Sciences	
   and	
  
Psychology).	
  	
  	
  
	
  
In	
   addition,	
   under	
   Kathleen	
   Maher’s	
   leadership	
   the	
   Pre-­‐Health	
   Professions	
   Advising	
   Program	
  
finalized	
  a	
  formal	
  articulation	
  agreement	
  between	
  URI	
  and	
  the	
  Johnson	
  &	
  Wales	
  University	
  (JWU)	
  
Center	
  for	
  Physician	
  Assistant	
  Studies,	
  the	
  first	
  PA	
  program	
  in	
  the	
  state.	
  In	
  collaboration	
  with	
  the	
  
URI	
   Office	
   of	
   the	
   President	
   and	
   URI	
   Office	
   of	
   the	
   Provost,	
   the	
   Pre-­‐Health	
   Professions	
   Advising	
  
Program	
   and	
   HPAC	
   hosted	
   URI,	
   JWU,	
   and	
   community	
   constituents	
   at	
   a	
   ceremony	
   to	
   formally	
  
launch	
  the	
  agreement	
  in	
  September	
  2014.	
  This	
  articulation	
  agreement	
  guarantees	
  an	
  interview	
  for	
  
all	
  URI	
  candidates	
  who	
  meet	
  the	
  admissions	
  requirements,	
  reserves	
  up	
  to	
  six	
  spaces	
  each	
  year	
  in	
  
the	
   JWU	
  PA	
  program	
   for	
  URI	
   applicants	
  who	
  meet	
   certain	
   requirements	
   and	
  apply	
   through	
   this	
  
agreement,	
   and	
   establishes	
   a	
  URI-­‐JWU	
  Early	
   Identification	
  Program	
   (EIP),	
  whereby	
  URI	
   students	
  
may	
  apply	
  in	
  the	
  spring	
  of	
  their	
  sophomore	
  year	
  for	
  a	
  space	
  in	
  the	
  JWU	
  PA	
  program	
  following	
  their	
  
4th	
  (senior)	
  year	
  of	
  study	
  at	
  URI.	
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The	
  following	
  health	
  professional	
  graduate	
  schools	
  offered	
  acceptances	
  to	
  the	
  URI	
  students	
  during	
  
the	
  2014-­‐15	
  application	
  cycle	
  (for	
  fall	
  2015	
  matriculation):	
  
	
  

Medical	
  Schools	
  
Hofstra	
  University	
  
Boston	
  University	
  
Brown	
  University	
  	
  
SUNY	
  Downstate	
  
University	
  of	
  New	
  England	
  College	
  of	
  Osteopathic	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Dental	
  Schools	
  
Dalhousie	
  University	
  Faculty	
  of	
  Dentistry	
  (in	
  Nova	
  Scotia,	
  Canada)	
  
New	
  York	
  College	
  of	
  Dentistry	
  
Tufts	
  University	
  School	
  of	
  Dental	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Optometry	
  Schools	
  
New	
  England	
  College	
  of	
  Optometry	
  (NECO)	
  
Salus	
  University	
  College	
  of	
  Optometry	
  

	
  
Shayla	
  Minteer	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  only	
  24	
   students	
  nationally	
   admitted	
   into	
   the	
   inaugural	
   class	
  of	
   the	
  
Brown	
   University	
   Warren	
   Alpert	
   Medical	
   School’s	
   new	
   Primary	
   Care	
   –	
   Population	
   Medicine	
  
program.	
  
	
  
The	
  Pre-­‐health	
  Professions	
  Advising	
  Program	
  regularly	
  promotes	
  and	
  assists	
  students	
   in	
  applying	
  
for	
  both	
  summer	
  and	
  post-­‐baccalaureate	
  enrichment	
  programs.	
  	
  To	
  give	
  a	
  few	
  examples:	
  
	
  
• Two	
  May	
  2015	
  graduates,	
  Honors	
  student	
  William	
  Law	
   (Biological	
  Sciences	
  and	
  Spanish)	
  and	
  

Kyle	
  Sexton	
  (Biomedical	
  Engineering),	
  both	
  pre-­‐med	
  students,	
  were	
  selected	
  for	
  the	
  National	
  
Institutes	
  of	
  Health	
  Intramural	
  Research	
  Training	
  Award	
  (NIH	
  IRTA).	
  

	
  
• Junior	
  Honors	
  Student	
   Jasmine	
  Miller	
   (Biological	
  Sciences)	
  was	
  selected	
  to	
  participate	
   in	
   the	
  

University	
   of	
   Connecticut	
   Health	
   Disparities	
   Summer	
   Research	
   Fellowship	
   Program	
   at	
   the	
  
UConn	
  School	
  of	
  Medicine.	
  

	
  
	
  
• Our	
  AY	
  2014-­‐15	
  medical	
  school	
  acceptance	
  rate	
  was	
  57%,	
  low	
  for	
  us	
  but	
  exceeding	
  the	
  

national	
  average,	
  and	
  for	
  optometry	
  100%.	
  
	
  
• For	
  AY	
  2015-­‐16,	
  to	
  date,	
  there	
  are	
  17	
  applicants;	
  of	
  those	
  7	
  have	
  received	
  acceptances,	
  and	
  7	
  

have	
  interviews	
  scheduled.	
  
 
 
Appendix A Honors Teaching Faculty, 2014-2015 

 
The following faculty members were selected to teach Honors Program courses during the 
2014-2015 academic year: 
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College of Arts & Sciences: Bret Anderson, Assistant Professor, (Economics); Kristine M. 
Cabral, Lecturer (Communication Studies); Nancy Caronia, Lecturer (Honors Program); 
Charles Collyer, Professor (Psychology); Mark Comerford, Associate Professor 
(Mathematics); Betty Cotter, Lecturer (Writing and Rhetoric); Lynne Derbyshire, Associate 
Professor (Communication Studies); Rachel Dicioccio, Profesor (Communication Studies); 
Lisa Dipippo, Professor (Computer Science); Caroline Druschke, Assistant Professor 
(Writing & Rhetoric); David Faflik, Associate Professor (English); Victor Fay-Wolfe, 
Professor (Computer Science & Statistics); Cheryl Foster, Professor (Philosophy);  Pauline 
Getzoyan, Lecturer (Honors Program); Allison Harper, Lecturer, (Ad Hoc, Kinesiology); 
Wayne Wenchao He, Professor (Languages); Mary Healey Jamiel, Professor (Film Studies);  
Ling Hsu, Lecturer (Languages); Xiaoyan Hu, Lecturer (Languages), Galen Johnson, 
Professor (Philosophy); Heather Johnson, Lecturer (Ad Hoc, Writing and Rhetoric); Katrin 
Jomaa, Professor (Political Science); Jennifer J. Jones, Associate Professor (English); 
Leonard Kahn, Professor (Physics); Edmund Lamagna, Professor (Computer Science); Joann 
Lisberger, Associate Professor (Gender and Women’s Studies); John McCray, Professor 
(Africana Studies); Arthur Mead, Professor (Economics); Kendall Moore, Associate 
Professor (Journalism); Catherine Morrison, Lecturer (Communication Studies); Sara 
Murphy, Lecturer (Honors Program);  Nikolaos Poulakos, Lecturer (Ad Hoc, Communication 
Studies); Tracy Proulx, Lecturer (Ad Hoc, Communication Studies); Ian Reyes, Assistant 
Professor (Communication Studies); Amanda Redinger, Lecturer (Honors Program); 
Rebecca Romanow, Lecturer (Ad Hoc, Film Studies); Elizabeth Russell, Lecturer (Honors 
Program); Loren Spears, Lecturer (Honors Program); Judith Swift, Professor (Theatre & 
Communication Studies); Michael Tammaro, Lecturer (Physics); Kathleen Torrens, 
Associate Professor (Communication Studies); Rachel Walshe, Lecturer (Honors Program); 
Rob Widell, Assistant Professor (History); Qingyu Yang, Lecturer (Ad Hoc) Languages; 
Halyun Zeng, Instructor (Languages);  Li Zhou, (University Affiliate) Languages; Thomas 
Zorabedian, Professor (Film Media & Communication Studies). 

 
College of Business Administration: Chet Hickox, Professor. 
 
Cancer Prevention Research Ctr: Andrea Paiva, Assistant Professor Research 

 
College of the Environment and Life Sciences: Jessica Frazier, Assistant Professor 
Visiting (CELS-­-NRS); Marian Goldsmith, Professor (CELS-­-BIO); James 
Harwood, University Affiliate (CELS-­-BIO); Jason Kolbe, Assistant Professor 
(CELS-­-BIO), Roger LeBrun, Professor (CELS-­-PLS). 
 
College of Engineering: Yan Sun, Professor 

 
College of Human Science & Services: Jay Fogleman, Jr., Associate Professor (Education); 
Blaire Gagnon, Assistant Professor (Textiles, Fashion Merchandise and Design). 

 
Center for Nonviolence & Peace Studies: Thupten Tendar, Visiting Buddhist Geshe Scholar. 

 
College of Nursing: Carolyn Hames, Associate Professor (Nursing). 

 
Graduate School of Oceanography:  Arthur Spivack, Professor. 
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College of Pharmacy: Jeffrey Bratberg, Associate Professor Clinical; Brett Feret, Associate 
Professor Clinical. 

 
Charles T. Schmidt, Jr. Labor Research Center: Scott Molloy, Professor. 

 
 
 
Appendix B Honors Project Conference, 2014-2015 
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