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Notice

This content is for informational purposes only and is not legal
advice. Please consult with appropriate sources for legal authority
and guidance on these matters.



The USPTO is America’s
innovation agency

Committed to:

 Fostering innovation and
economic growth

 Creating a reliable,
predictable, and high-quality
IP system




Historical foundation
of intellectual property

* Intellectual property (IP) is deeply
rooted in our nation’s history.

— U.S. constitution Article 1, Section 8, Clause 8:
“The Congress shall have Power ... to promote
the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by
securing for limited Times to Authors and
Inventors the exclusive Right to their
respective Writings and Discoveries ... "
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What is a patent?

The right to exclude others from:

— making, using, selling, offering for sale,
or importing the claimed invention

* Limited term
 Territorial: A U.S. patent provides
protection only in the United States

— No worldwide patents



What is a trademark?

* Key Purposes:

— Allow consumers to identity the
source or producer of different
products and services — helps
their buying decisions

— Encourage trademark owners
to provide goods and services
of consistent quality and to
build goodwill in the trademark




What is a copyright?

Protects “original works of
authorship” including literary,
dramatic, musical, artistic and other
works fixed in a tangible medium

Library of Congress administers
registration; USPTO advises the
Executive branch on intellectual
property issues including copyright

© symbol can be
used without registration




What is a trade secret?

* Any information that derives economic
value from not being generally known or
ascertainable

« Can be formulas, patterns, compilations,
programs, devices, methods, techniques
Or processes

* Protection stems from common law dating
to the 1800's

« All states have some sort of trade secret
protection

 Most laws based on the Uniform Trade
Secrets Act
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Patents Trademarks IP Policy Learning and Resources ™

Find It Fast

Quick links to applications and tools.

Entrance into
education for
inventors,
entrepreneurs,
start-ups, kids,
and teachers.

New to IP?
Learn the basics of intellectual property.
Inspiring stories Patent basies > Find direct
of Inve ntIO n Trademark basics >
) ) Cultivating curiosity N\ @ 4 Findhelpinyourarea> g _resources
a n d | n n OvatIO n . Words of wisdom from a woman in STEM on how to encourage young innovators. FULL STORY> = | n yo u r
geographic
Ea Sy access oM 13 Rz:::el:se Resouece Expanding innovation Artificial intelligence USPTO in your region Iocatlo n.
to COVID-19

7
Includes demystifying the
patent system toolkit.

relief and support



Expanding Innovation Hub

EXPANDING

"To maintain our technological leadership, the United States must seek to broaden our intellectual property ecosystem demographically,
geographically, and economically.” — USPTO Director Andrei Iancu

O @

Demystifying the Mentoring Community

patent system programs groups
Explore our educational tools for Discover how to make crucial Learn about community groups and
understanding the patent system and connections for the next generation of  find out how to start and maintain
leveraging intellectual property innovators in your organization one within your organization
> View toolkit > Create a mentoring program > Community group resources

Visit https://www.uspto.gov/initiatives/expanding-innovation.
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https://www.uspto.gov/initiatives/expanding-innovation

Find help in your area

USPTC office locatian @ West Coast region @ Midwest region
LUSPTO headquarters @ Rocky Mountain region @ East Coast region
@ Tesas regian
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USPTO offices:
Headquarters:
- Alexandria, VA
Regional offices:
- Detroit
- Denver
- Silicon Valley
- Dallas

Additional resources:

- Inventors Assistance Center

- Patent Pro Bono Program

- Law school clinics

- Patent and Trademark
Resource Centers

uspto.gov



http://www.uspto.gov/

Finding help in your area
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Patents Trademarks

IP Policy Learning and Resources

Home > Learning and Resources > Patents help > Inventor’s Assistance by state > District of Columbia II.' Share | B Print

Main menu

Patents

Trademarks

IP Palicy

Learning and Resources
About Us

Jobs

Contact Us

MyUSPTO

District of Columbia

District of Columbia residents have access to a host of unique resources and assistance in their state. Expand the
categories below to see what is available to you. Additionally, our USPTO headquarters provides additional
suppert and resources for customers in the Eastern region of the United States.

Expand all | Collapse all

> Get free patent and trademark legal assistance

v

Learn to search for inventions and trademarks at PTRCs

w

Attend inventor and entrepreneur workshops, trainings, and other events in your region

> Find a registered patent attorney or agent in the District of Columbia

v

Network with inventor and entrepreneur organizations in your area

Do you have suggestions for resources to include on this page? Please contact

InnovationDevelopment@uspto.gov i .




Inventor and entrepreneur resources
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Home> Learning and Resources> Inventor and entrepreneur resources [ share | & print

Inventor and entrepreneur resources

Welcome to the USPTO's hub for resources and information for inventors, entrepreneurs, and small businesses. This page provides you centralized access to
a variety of products and services available from the USPTO and encourages active participation in the innovation ecosystem.

o @ o

Patents Trademarks Assess your IP Protect yourself
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Home / Learning and Resources / Startup Resources =% Share | & Print

Startup Resources

Many startup businesses face unigue IF challenges, such as 1P portfolio prereguisites to secure funding, and the possibility of costly patent
infringement demand lettzrs and lawsu ave tailored this area of our website to suit the specific needs of startup busi 23, 3 segment of our
stakeholders that continues to be recognized as an outsized engine of job creation, economic growth, and unparalleled innovation in the United States.

Thiz portal is part of our Startup Partnership Initiative—pautting key resources and critical information for startups in a single place o it's easier to find
what you may nzad whan you need it

Patents for Startups Trademarks for Startups Startup Assistance Current Events

The patent process can be The trademark procass can be confusing for a The Imventors Assistance Center Information about

challznging if you are not familiar beginner, so here is bazic information an and Traderark Assistance Center conferences,

with it. Here is basic information registering a trademark. prowide information and services comventions and

on the patent process. to the public. Center staff can ather cpportunities
= Trademark Basics answer questions on patent and to engage.

= Patent Process Overview * Search for Trademarks trademark processes, but cannot

= Inwentors Assistance Cemter « Filing online provide specific legal advice. « Upcoming

= Patent FAQs « Trademark Homepage Events

= Patent Homepage = Inwventors Assistance Cemter = Inventors Eye |

= Search for Patents « Trademark Assistance Center Events &

« Official Gazette for Patents « Patents Ombudsman Announcements

Program

=  BusinessUSA (link is external)

www.uspto.gov/startups



http://www.uspto.gov/startups
http://www.uspto.gov/startups

USPTOvideo Library

@ YouTube Search

USPTOvideo

13.4K subscribers

HOME VIDEOS

PLAYLISTS

SUBSCRIBE

COMMUNITY CHANNELS ABOUT Q, >
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USPTO Subscription Center

12 available subscriptions
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Patent Alerts

Trademark Alerts

Copyright Alerts

Patent Trial and Appeal Board
USPTO Regional Office Updates
USPTO Press Releases

USPTO Director's Forum Blog
USPTO Monthly Review

FYI at the USPTO

Inventors Eye

Intellectual Property for K-12 Educators
USPTO Awards

e ——

UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Patent Alert luspto

USPTO announces COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot
Program for small and micro entities

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) today announced a new COVID-19
Prioritized Examination Pilot Program.

Under this new pilot program, the USPTO will grant requests for prioritized examination to
applicants that qualify for small or micro entity status without payment of the typical fees
associated with other prioritized examination. In addition, the USPTO will endeavor to reach
final disposition of applications in this program within six months if applicants respond
promptly to communications from the USPTO.

Read the full press release on the USPTO website.




USPTO Events Webpage

Patents Trademarks IP Policy Learning and Resources

Home > AboutUs > Events

Contact Us  MyUSPTO

UNITED STATES AboutUs  Jobs.
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
earch uspto.gov Q

e M Events
You are currently viewing events in all locations. View only events from
Patents 9
USPTO headquarters
Trademarks 3 Easternregion | Midwestregion || Rocky Mountainregion  Texasregion  West Coast region
General a
Technical 0 Timeframe
Future Events v
Al Event Types 57
May 2020
Public Events 55 12 Agents and attomeys: Learn to think like an examiner Boston, MA US 830 AMET
(STEPP) 3-day course - POSTPONED '

Changes to Law and 1
Pmyg 14 Learn to argue before PTAB Virtual 12:00 AM ET

14 Small business OWners: Lear to Contract With the USPTO Lo oo
Guidance / Training 24 - POSTPONED

14 Attend Patent Center and DOCX filing training 1:00 PM ET
Student / Parent / 0
Teacher Programmin

9 9 1 5 Learn how to draft patent claims -virtual only San Jose, CA US 10:00 AM PT

International Initiatives 1 75 Leam howto draft patent claims - teleconference only 10121208 11:00 AM MT

Learn how to draft patent claims -
virtual only

Claim drafting may be the most important part of protecting your invention. Learn the basics of claim drafting
from USPTO experts in this interactive workshop. You will develop a better appreciation of how a patent
examiner views a claim during the course of examination. This event is free and open to the public, so register
early [

The May 15 session will be offered virtually via WebEx for those that have registered for the class.

To get the most out of this workshop, you should have an intermediate knowledge of the intellectual property
system and of patents specifically. We recommend that you complete the previous sessions, “Learn the basics of
intellectual property with a focus on patents” and "Learn how to draft your patent application” before attending.

Please note that the Silicon Valley USPTO is a federal facility. Attendees are required to present a valid form
of government-issued identification (driver license or passport) and may be subject to screening to gain
access.

This event is accessible to individuals with disabilities. To request a reasonable accommedation, including
captioning, sign language interpreting, or other, please email siliconvalley@uspto.gov &4 or call
408—918-9900\‘1. .

Register today (2"

!. Helpful l’ Not Helpful m Share E Print
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Inventors Assistance Center (1AC)

The Inventors Assistance Center (IAC) WiemeEy  Frcky
. . . 8:30 a.am. -8 p.m. ET,
prOVIdeS patent |nformat|on and except federal holidays
services to the pUb|IC The IAC is . 800-PTO-9199
. (800-786-9199)
staffed by former supervisory patent . 571-272-1000
examineI‘S and eXperIenced former TTY customers can dial
. . 800-877-8339 f
primary examiners who answer general e

guestions concerning patent
examining policy and procedure.
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Trademark Assistance Center (TAC)

* Provides general information about the registration process
* Responds to status inquiries

» Hours of Operation
— 8:30 a.m. =8 p.m. (ET), Monday through Friday

« Phone
— (571) 272-9250 or (800) 786-9199
e Emall

— TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov

* Webpage: www.uspto.gov/TrademarkAssistance

20


https://www.uspto.gov/TrademarkAssistance

Pro Se Assistance Program

AboutUs Jobs  ComactlUs  MyUSPTO
UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE " Q
Search usptogow

« Hours of Operation
— 830 am.=5p.m. (ET),

Patents Trademarks IP Policy Learning and Resources

Home / Patents: Getting Started / Using legal services / Pro Se Assistance Program

e Pro Se Assistance Program

.
assistance programs
The Pro Se Assistance Program is the United States Patent and Trademark Office’s comprehensive pilat to

Patent pro bano program expand outreach ta inventors who file patent applications without the assistance of a registered patent attamey
bout the program and how it

works. and guides and resources for some of the most common issues that pro se applicants encounter

or agent (also known a5 "pro se” filing). O this page. you will find informat

Pro Se Assistance
Program

.
1f youve got a great idea for an invention but you're not sure what 3 patent i o why you might need one.
. I I I a I Scam Prevention watch the animated video below.

Law schaol chinic program

Roadmap to Filing a Patent App!

PATENT AND

U] ==

— innovationdevelopment@uspto.gov
* Phone

— (866) /57-3843

— Webpage

WWW.USPTo.g ov/ProSePatents E—

=

+ Getting started with pro se assistance
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https://www.uspto.gov/ProSePatents

USPTO Patent Pro Bono Program

QNEN» USPTO RECOGNIZED
I I . Patent Pro Bono
A nationwide network that assists

financially under-resourced
iIndependent inventors and small e
businesses

USPTD RECOGNIZED

Patent Pro Bono
“%osa® / Agent

* Program participants must have

iIncome 300% below federal PTEA\ USPTO RECOGNIZED
. . Patent Pro Bono
poverty guidelines 200® 1L o Eirrs

For more information, visit www.uspto.gov/probonopatents.
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http://www.uspto.gov/probonopatents

Pro Bono Program organizations

23

ERCEECN

Washington Pro Bono Patent Metwork
Idaho Patent Pro Bono

CLA

ProBoPat

Arizona Public Patent Program
LegalCorps (MN)

Pro Bono Patent Project (M1)

IEEEERCODN

Gateway Venture Mentoring Service
TALA

The Ella Project

Chicago-Kent Patent Hub
PatentConnect for Hooslers (IN KY)
Ohio Invents

BBVLP Patent Program (M5 AL)
MNew England Program

OEERO0ONEE

MNew York Tri State Program
Delaware Program

FCBA (Mid-Atlantic)

PA Patent

NC Leap

Georgia Patents

Patent Pro Bono FL



Law school clinics

The USPTO's Law School Clinic
Certification Program allows law

students enrolled in a participating law /%
school’s clinic program to practice

before the USPTO under the guidance
of a law school faculty clinic supervisor.

For more information, visit www.uspto.gov/lawschoolclinic.
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Patent and Trademark
Resource Centers (PTRC)

Nationwide network of public,
state, and academic libraries
designated by the USPTO to
disseminate patent and
trademark information and
support the intellectual
property needs of the public

B City ar cournty public library

= @ College ar university library

' Stabe library

‘ Special Bhrary

For more information, visit
www.uspto.gov/ptrc.
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http://www.uspto.gov/ptrc

Reduced patent fees

Small Entity

*  50% reduction in most patent fees

* Must be an individual or

« A small business (less than 500 employees) or a non-profit organization

Micro-Entity

* 75% reduction in most patent fees

* Meet small entity requirement

» Filed no more than 4 previous applications

* Income not greater than 3x median income

* Not assigned to other than a micro-entity

* Inventions assigned to employer don't count against you

For more information on Micro Entity: www.uspto.gov/MicroEntity
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https://www.uspto.gov/MicroEntity

Need patent protection fast?

Tracksone

PRIORITIZED EXAMINATIORN

Need to FAST track your patent? Use Track One!
Move your ideas quickly with USPTO's Track One

www.uspto.qgov/patent/initiatives/usptos-prioritized-patent-examination-program



http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/usptos-prioritized-patent-examination-program

Other USPTO resources
Helpline: 1-800-PTO-9199

Resource D

Utlllty patent application guide www.uspto.gov/patents/resources/types/utility.jsp
Patent process www.uspto.gov/patents/process
Patent search guide www.uspto.gov/patents/process/search

Inventor and entrepreneur resources  www.uspto.gov/inventors

Pro se assistance www.uspto.gov/ProSePatents

M iC[‘O entity | nfO rm atio N www.uspto.gov/PatentMicroentity
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COVID-19 Response Resource
Center



Response Resource Center

USPTO Bt ime. E——
The United States Patent and Trademark Office ol BB et A e e

Home > Coronavirus > USPTO covid-19 response resource center [@ share | & print

(USPTO) has posted all COVID-19 resources and
updates on a page dedicated solely to COVID-19.

The COVID-19 Response Resource Center webpage

USPTO COVID-19 Response
is accessible via the USPTO homepage.

Resource Center

The USPTO’s COVID-19 Response Resource Center is a central hub for information about the USPTO's
efforts and other helpful information in respense to the COVID-19 outbreak. Learn about the various
actions the USPTO is taking to accelerate innovation, keep our stakeholders informed of recent
developments, and promote new technologies.

e 1

UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Patents  Trademarks  IP Policy ~ Learning and Resources

For USPTO notices regarding the COVID-19 outbreak, please go to www.uspto.gov/coronavirus.
Find It Fast

patents - | — Patent and Innovation Trademarks, International

licensing resources incentives counterfeiting, updates
New to IP?

Learn the basics of intellectual property.

and fraud

17 pract

Patent basics > S
Trademark basics > s petenal
Find help in your area > COVID-13 utereai: C
“habit of invention” revolutionized cinematograr*y and could launch another

revolution for the mobilty impaired. FULL STORY>

axplor other

small businesses.

programs.

Visit the USPTO Patent Pro Bono > Explore the COVID-19
COVID-19 Response Resource

Expanding innovation ifici i USPTO in your region Program webpaoe Prioritized Trademark
Center Explore the USPTO's Patents 4 > Explore the COVID-19 Examination Program
Partnerships platform Prioritized Examination Pilot > Learn about federal government
Learn about special resources Program resources
for inventors and entrepreneurs > Learn about veluntary early > Report fraud and counterfeiting | > WIPO's COVID-19 IP Policy
Latest news. USPTO welcomes new interim Trademark Public publication of patent Tracker @
Advisory Committee member applications > Patent Cooperation Treaty
Public events > Explore the deferred.fee updates &
provisional patent application > Madrid Protocol updates '
Remarks pilot program > Hague Agreement updates (@
> China National Intellectual
Property Administration G
New benchmark USPTO study finds artifcial . European Patent Office
intelligence in U.S. patents rose by more than 100%  Japan Patent Office
since 2002 ) A > Korean Intellectual Property
e i % of all USPTO technology subcla Efbanding particpation

Office

in the innovation
30
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esponse Resource Center

N UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Patents  Trademarks  IPPolicy  Learning and Resources

The COVID-19 Response Resource Center is a
central hub for information about the USPTO's
efforts to accelerate innovation, keep our
stakeholders informed of recent developments,
and promote new technologies.

The webpage details:
— Patent and licensing resources
— Innovation incentives

— Trademark counterfeiting and consumer
fraud

— International updates
— Contact information for the USPTO

Home rus > USPTO covid-19 response resource center

e ~ -
rEA
USPTO COVID-19 Response g E

Resource Center

The USPTO’s COVID-19 Response Resource Center is a central hub for information about the USPTO's
efforts and other helpful information in respense to the COVID-19 outbreak. Learn about the various
actions the USPTO is taking to accelerate innovation, keep our stakeholders informed of recent
developments, and promote new technologies.

For USPTO notices regarding the COVID-19 outbreak, please go to www.uspto.gov/coronavirus.

() o &) ©

Patent and Innovation Trademarks, International
licensing resources incentives counterfeiting, updates

and fraud

o
ed Examination Pilot > Leamn about federal government
Program resources
for inventors and entrepreneurs > Learn about veluntary early > Report fraud and counterfeiting | > WIPO's COVID-19 IP Policy
publication of patent Tracker &7
applications > Patent Cooperation Treaty

> Explore the deferred-fee

provisional patent application
pilot program

Madrid rotocol updates

> European Patent Office

Office

> Korean Intellectual Property
Office

> Japan Paf




Response Resource Center

UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Patent and licensing resources:

UNITEDSTATES soe
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE =

Patents  Trademarks P P

Homs > Ptests: Geting Stated > Using legal sen
dependent inventors an smal businesses

The USPTO's Patent Pro Bono Program

Patents 4 Partnerships platform

Other special resources for inventors and

entrepreneurs

UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE.

Patents  Trademarks 1P Policy  Learing and Resources
Learning and Resources

ProBono > Patent P Bano Program for

Inventor and entrepreneur resources

Patent Pro Bono Program for
independent inventors and small
businesses

Iventors s sma

regiona

program

Requirements

hough someregion!programs may ave iferet crai

Knowieds
You must demorsrte knowladge f th patnt ystem i one of o ways:

 Having proviionsl apication sesdy on il viththe USPTO, or

Program events

fesures of out

yout regiona program ot specic nformation. Learn more by slecing yout regional program on the Patent (FAGs) sbout
Pro Bono Coverage Map belon:

Assess your IP

© Shre | B prns

Protect yourself

32

Patents

Home > Coronavirus > USPTO covid-19 response resource center

()

Patent and

are you an i

or, enrepranaur, or

d in contributing to

explora other resourcss for inv:
and small businesses.

Visit the USPTO Patent Pro Bono
Program webpage

Explore the USPTO's Patents 4
Partnerships platform

Learn about special resources
for inventors and entrepreneurs

Trademarks

licensing resources

1P Policy

o

Innovation

incentives

ana protecss inn

omotes investment and

> Explore the COVID-19
Prioritized Examination Pilot
Program

> Learn about veluntary early
publication of patent
applications

> Explore the deferred-fee
provisional patent application
pilot program

Learning and Resources

-

R 4

USPTO COVID-19 Response
Resource Center

The USPTO’s COVID-19 Response Resource Center is a central hub for information about the USPTO's
efforts and other helpful information in respense to the COVID-19 outbreak. Learn about the various
actions the USPTO is taking to accelerate innovation, keep our stakeholders informed of recent

developments, and promote new technologies.

o

Trademarks,
counterfeiting,
and fraud

COVID-19 outbreak Cli
beiow to leam m

programs.

> Explore the COVID-18
Prioritized Trademark
Examination Program

» Learn about federal government
resources

» Report fraud and counterfeiting

AboutUs Jobs ContactUs MyUSPTO

[

[@ share | & print

:‘\
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For USPTO notices regarding the COVID-19 outbreak, please go to www.uspto.gov/coronavirus.

©

International
updates

> WIPO's COVID-12 IP Policy
Tracker &7

> Patent Cooperation Treaty

updates

> Madrid Protocol updates
> Hague Agreement updates (3
> China National Intellectual

Property Administration (7

> European Patent Office (7
> Japan Pate

Office

> Korean Intellectual Property

Office



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Patents 4 Partnerships platform is further discussed later in the presentation. 

Other special resources include:
how to get started in regards to patent and trademark applications
finding a registered patent attorney or agent
how to search for patents
how to guard inventor’s valuable work and protecting against scams
details where to get free assistance and other resources in your area


Response Resource Center

UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Innovation incentives:

Program

COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot

Patents Trademarks

1P Policy

Home > Coronavirus > USPTO covid-19 response resource center

Learning and Resources

-

R 4

USPTO COVID-19 Response

AboutUs Jobs ContactUs MyUSPTO

[

[@ share | & print
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*  Voluntary early publication of patent

applications Resource Center

The USPTO’s COVID-19 Response Resource Center is a central hub for information about the USPTO's
efforts and other helpful information in respense to the COVID-19 outbreak. Learn about the various
actions the USPTO is taking to accelerate innovation, keep our stakeholders informed of recent
developments, and promote new technologies.

«  Deferred-Fee Provisional Patent Application

Pilot Program

UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

()

o

o

For USPTO notices regarding the COVID-19 outbreak, please go to www.uspto.gov/coronavirus.

©

m unTED sTATES Patent and Innovation Trademarks, International
iR em—
licensing resources incentives counterfeiting, updates
P T [ e Patents  Trademarks  1PPolky  Learning and Resources
Are you an inventor, entrepreneur, or and fraud
(P o) G @ stue | B i Hlaa it b Ot oo et kot g o bl

Related pages
USPTO covid-19
response resource
center

Voluntary early publication of patent
applications

facitted such

hazlong

cres,and

e publication of
promots new technologies. diagnosis, prevention or

™

covID-19 S e

updates

parinerships, orfint ventures. These, intum, can spur and expedite the development o rtial needed
ForllUSPTO notces 9910 {echnologies

the COVID-19 outresk lesze

% Generaly

in complance with 3 CFR 1219, The USPTO wil pubish the sppicaton a so0n  possoe i 1 othervise

vt the USPT
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Deferred-fee provisional patent
application pilot program and

d in contributing to

Program webpage

Explore the USPTO's Patents 4
Partnerships platform

Learn about special resources
for inventors and entrepreneurs

ana protecss inn

omotes investment and

> Explore the COVID-19
Prioritized Examination Pilot
Program

> Learn about veluntary early
publication of patent
applications

> Explore the deferred-fee
provisional patent application
pilot program

g COVID-19 sutsrasi €
e covtotsrespose ——, C 20w collaboration database to encourage explore oher resources for i Beiow 1o leam m
% inventions related to COVID-19 2nd small businesses. pregrams
S ;/a . : " DO it et s patent t Searchable calection: Visit the USPTO Patent Pro Bono > Explore the COVID-19
e covo

Prioritized Trademark
Examination Program

> Leamn about federal government

resources
» Report fraud and counterfeiting

> Hague Agreement updates (3
> China National Intellectual

> WIPO's COVID-12 IP Policy
Tracker &7

> Patent Cooperation Treaty
updates
> Madrid Protocol updates

Property Administration (7

> European Patent Office
> Japan Pate
> Korean Intellectual Property

Office
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot Program is further discussed later in the presentation.

Voluntary early publication of patent application: 
The USPTO publishes pending patent applications 18 months after the earliest effective filing date. No fee is required for publishing an application. 
Early publication of patent applications will yield a significant benefit to communities, especially those working hard to find creative solutions to the COVID-19 outbreak. Early voluntary publication can facilitate collaborations, partnerships, or joint ventures. These, in turn, can spur and expedite the development of critically needed technologies.
Interested applicants may submit a request for early publication of their application in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.219. 


Response Resource Center

UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Trademarks, counterfeiting, and fraud:

34

COVID-19 Prioritized Trademark Examination
Program

Federal government resources

How to report fraud and counterfeiting

UNITED STATES AdoutUs | obs Conta -
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ==

a

Patents  Trademarks  IPPolicy  Learning and Resources

& Fina 1 Fast

Home > Coronaviruz > Trademark counterfeting and consumer fraud related to the COVID-19 outbreak [ Share | 8 print

Trademark counterfeiting and consumer fraud
related to the COVID-19 outbreak

The COVID-19 cutbreak haz ed to 3 surge in fraudulent sctvity , including the
advertising and sale of counterfeit treatments and products. This is an immediate.
and growing concern, a2 criminals zeek to take advantage of the high demand for
healthesre and other consumer products. Below are several resources to help

How to spot
a counterfeit
e o 7

Federal government resources Place

Are you buying from atrusted source.
The ollowingfederal agencies afe informaton an the COVID-19 outbrek and
o v s either in-person, on-line o at a physica store?

eslthcare workers and the general public identity and report instances of fraud

‘and counterfeiting related to the COVID-19 I resources ore

available at the USPTO COVID-19 response resource center,

. e e isinion Price
+ Department of Homeland Security 7 If the price sounds too good
« Eederal Trade Commission 7 1o be true, it probably is.

Packaging

Ways to report fraud and counterfeiting Does the packagg ok oft

Iryou fraud or to the C e, graphics and printing blurred,
report: colors imbalanced, labels not on
straight, misspellings?
and suspected tp

« Scams o ater comemes proble o te sl T Commison & Product
the Food and Drug Administration 2 a quality look? Does it look comparable
Howhatyoiveprchosedbiorts

1+ ihsproduct known t hove beencountrfited?

Patents Trademarks 1P Policy

Home > Coronavirus > USPTO covid-19 response resource center

Learning and Resources

USPTO COVID-19 Response
Resource Center

The USPTO’s COVID-19 Response Resource Center is a central hub for information about the USPTO's
efforts and other helpful information in respense to the COVID-19 outbreak. Learn about the various
actions the USPTO is taking to accelerate innovation, keep our stakeholders informed of recent

developments, and promote new technologies.

AboutUs Jobs ContactUs MyUSPTO

[

[@ share | & print

For USPTO notices regarding the COVID-19 outbreak, please go to www.uspto.gov/coronavirus.
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Patent and
licensing resources

are you an in

or, enrepranaur, or
busin d in contributing to
1

out the

gical tachnologies:

SPTO's Patent 2ro Bono
Program and the Pas

Partnerships 12
forlicansing
explora othe
s

businesses.

Visit the USPTO Patent Pro Bono
Program webpage

Explore the USPTO's Patents 4
Partnerships platform

Learn about special resources
for inventors and entrepreneurs

o

Innovation

incentives

the disgnosis
of COVID-19. and &

voluntary eary publ

spplicstions

> Explore the COVID-19
Prioritized Examination Pilot
Program

> Learn about veluntary early
publication of patent
applications

> Explore the deferred-fee
provisional patent application
pilot program

o

Trademarks,
counterfeiting,
and fraud

programs.

> Explore the COVID-18
Prioritized Trademark
Examination Program

> Leamn about federal government

urces
» Report fraud and counterfeiting

©

International
updates

or P practitionsr

P landscape during the

 Organization
helpful updates 3

aties. WIPO has also compiled

> WIPO's COVID-12 IP Policy
Tracker &7

> Patent Cooperation Treaty
updates
> Madrid Protocol updates

> Hague Agreement updates (3
> China National Intellectual

Property Administration (7

> European Patent Office (7
> Japan Patent Office
> Korean Intellectual Property

7

Office
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Presentation Notes
The COVID-19 Prioritized Trademark Examination program is further discussed later in the presentation.
Advertising and sale of counterfeit treatments and products is an immediate and growing concern, as criminals seek to take advantage of the high demand for healthcare and other consumer products. 
On our webpage, there are several resources to help healthcare workers and the general public identify and report instances of fraud and counterfeiting related to the COVID-19 outbreak.  
The resources include links to the FDA, Department of Homeland Security, and Federal Trade Commission.
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International updates:

Home > Coronavirus > USPTO covid-19 response resource center

«  The World Intellectual Property Organization's

COVID-19 IP Policy Tracker

—

. USPTO COVID-19 Response
»  Patent Cooperation Treaty updates R Cent
. Madrid P | upd
a rl rOtO CO u ates The USPTO’s COVID-19 Response Resource Center is a central hub for information about the USPTO's
efforts and other helpful information in respense to the COVID-19 outbreak. Learn about the various
actions the USPTO is taking to accelerate \nqovalion, keep our stakeholders informed of recent
° H g Ag p d developments, and promote new technologies.
a u e ree m e nt u a tes For USPTO notices regarding the COVID-19 outbreak, please go to www.uspto.gov/coronavirus.
[ ]
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Links to other patent offices

The WIPO COVID-19 IP Policy Tracker provides information on measures PRy

adopted by IP offices in response to the COVID-19 pandenmic, such as the K »;:»W\ CovID-19
extension of deadlines. In addition, the policy tracker provides information on \vj‘j RESPONSE
legislative and regulatory measures for access and voluntary actions. \)\%/9 =

WIPO's globel IP systerns and other services are
continuing operations, wih moststaflworking
fomotaly. Upd

COVID-19 re

an bo found on WIPO

()

d in contributing to

explora other resourcss for inv:

and small businesses.

Visit the USPTO Patent Pro Bono
Program webpage

o

ana protecss inn

omotes investment and

&) ©

[ T | Pacent and innovation Trademarks fnternational
. . licensing resources incentives counterfeiting, updates
Are you an inventor, entrepreneur, or and fraud
COVID-19 IP Policy Tracker

COVID-19 outbreak Cli
beiow to leam m

programs.

> Explore the COVID-18

Prioritized Trademark
Explol USPTO's Patents 4 > Explore the COVID-19 Examination Program
1POOperations | By Counlly  Logislatvo and reg. measuros Voluntary Actions Partnerships platform Prioritized Examination Pilot » Learn about federal government
« Learn about special resources Program resources
Futher oroffice, or for inventors and entrepreneurs > Learn about veluntary early > Report fraud and counterfeiting | > WIPO's COVID-19 IP Policy
publication of patent Tracker &7
Verking racomng applications > Patent Cooperation Treaty
Ocs Opuons n g Prosesing o L updates G
ComrRegon  Ofce Soe b Toowokng  Culonas  Comwpondrce  splcabors  plcabor Telnds  Foorde  updsted Ol
> Madrid Protocol updates '
e X o v ve > Hague Agreement updates (7
e > China National Intellectual
oo Retuation s w50 Property Administration G
s > European Patent Office
Neonad  Open Reducadbours Yes Yes Yes Yes ended  Deaies 2004 - > Japan Pc Office
= cd > Korean Intellectual Property
ceazs Office ™
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Presentation Notes
The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) provides helpful updates about IP treaties. WIPO has also compiled information from foreign IP offices on measures taken to assist stakeholders during the health crisis.
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Response Resource Center

We encourage our stakeholders to send any
recommendations or suggestions for us to consider

as we assist the intellectual property community to
COVIDcomments@uspto.gov.
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Home > Coronavirus > USPTO covid-19 response resource center
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Patent and
licensing resources

Are you an inventor, entrepranaur, or

d in contributing to

explora other resourcss for inv:

and small businesses.

Visit the USPTO Patent Pro Bono
Program webpage

Explo USPTO's Patents 4
Partnerships platform

Learn about special resources

for inventors and entrepreneurs

USPTO COVID-19 Response
Resource Center

The USPTO’s COVID-19 Response Resource Center is a central hub for information about the USPTO's
efforts and other helpful information in respense to the COVID-19 outbreak. Learn about the various

actions the USPTO is taking to accelerate innovation, keep our stakeholders informed of recent
developments, and promote new technologies.

o

Innovation

incentives

ana protecss inn

omotes investment and

> Explore the COVID-19
Prioritized Examination Pilot
Program

> Learn about voluntary early
publication of patent

applications

—

For USPTO notices regarding the COVID-19 outbreak, please go to www.uspto.gov/coronavirus.
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Patents 4 Partnerships



Patents 4 Partnerships

A searchable repository of patents and published patent applications related to the COVID-19
pandemic that are indicated as available for licensing.

UNITED STATES AboutUs Jobs ContactUs | MYUSPTO
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE o

Learning and Resources

Patents  Tradema

USPTO COVID-19 Response
Resource Center

The USPTO’s COVID-19 Response Resource Center is a central hub for information about the USPTO’s
efforts and other helpful information in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. Learn about the various
actions the USPTO is taking to accelerate innovation, keep our stakeholders informed of recent
developments, and promote new technologies.

For USPTO notices regarding the COVID-19 outbreak, please go to www.uspto.gov/coronavirus.
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Patent and Innovation Trademarks, International
licensing resources incentives counterfeiting, updates,
st and fraud

> Explore the COVID-19
Prioritized Trademark

Examination Program
> Learn about federal government

> Report fraud and counterfeiting
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Tracker?
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Refine by

Reset

Te/Pub Date
Inventor

Licensing Options

h information

Platform

Please email
IPMarketplace@uspto.gov with any

other com

Please visit our FAQ for frequently
asked questions and answers.

Patents 4
Partnerships

IP Marketplace Platform

Q

Inventions

201 results found

Title

Ultra-Sensitive And Universal Species
Detection Pipeline For Next Generation
Sequencing Data

Recombinant Adenovirus-Based Interferon

Biotherapeutics In Swine

Aerosol Particle Growth Systems Using
Polymer Electrolyte Membranes

Prefusion Coronavirus Spike Proteins And

Their Use

Microfluidic Diffusion Devices And Systems,
And Methads Of Manufacturing And lsing

Patent/Pub Number

20200131509

20200100479

10583410

20200061185

20200061271

First Named Inventor

Jiang; Chao

Zhu; James J.

Kulkarni; Pramod .

Graham; Barney;

Potkay; Joseph A;

About the Platform

Issue/Pub Date v

04/30/2020

04/02/2020

03/10/2020

02/27/2020

02/27/2020

Terms of

Open Data

Licensing Options

@ »cicbie

@ »cicbie
@ ~iabic
@ Aaiabic
@ »cicbie




Patents 4 Partnerships
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Currently, listings are limited to those technologies that the owner believes are reasonably related
to the prevention, treatment, diagnosis, protection from, or alleviation of the symptoms of
coronaviruses in general, and COVID-19, in particular.

You can search and sort the information by keyword, inventor name, assignee, and issue date.
Content has been drawn from:
— USPTO — National Aeronautics and Space

_ Adrrinistrati
— Federal Laboratory Consortium for dministration

Technology Transfer (FLC Business) — Food and Drug Administration
— AUTM Innovation Marketplace (AIM) — Centers for Disease Control and
. " Prevention
— Universities

— National Institutes of Health ~ Department of Defense

_  Department of Energy — Department of Veterans Affairs databases



Patents 4 Partnerships

You can list additional technology on the platform by
emailing the completed form to

[PMarketplace@uspto.gov.

Refine by Reset
Issue/Pub Date
nventor

Licensing Options

Patents 4
Partnerships

IP Marketplace Platform

Inventions

201 resuls found

Title

Ultra-Sen, e Oniversal Species

Please contact us with information
about additional patents/published
patent applications to lst on this
Platform.

asked questions and answers

Detection Pipeline For Next Generation
Sequencing Data

Recombinant Adenovirus-Based Interferon
Biotherapeutics In Swine

Aerosol Particle Growth Systems Using
Polymer Electrolyte Membranes

Prefusion Coronavirus Spike Proteins And
Their Use

Microfluidic Diffusion Devices And Systems,
And Methads Of ing And Ll

Patefit/Pub Number

20200131509

20200100479

10583410

20200061185

20200061271

First Named Inventor

Jiang; Chao

Zhu; James .

Kulkarni; Pramod S.

Graham; Barney;

Potkay; Joseph A;

About the Platform

Issue/Pub Date v

04/30/2020

04/02/2020

03/10/2020

02/27/2020

02/27/2020

Terms of Use  Open Data

Licensing Options

. Available

@ v
@ vt
@ ol
@ v
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United States Patent and Trademark Office

IP Marketplace Platform Submission Form

Thank you for your interest in listing your technology on the Platform. Currently listings are limited to those
technologies that the owner believes are reasonably related to the prevention, treatment, diagnosis, protection
from or alleviation of symptoms of coronaviruses in general, and COVID-19, in particular.

To have your technology considered for inclusion and marked as “Available” for licensing, please provide the

information below and email this form to [PMarketplace@uspto.gov.

Patent or Patent Application Publication Number(s):

Assignee information:
(if not already recorded at USPTO)

Web link to licensing information or contact information
(address, phone, and email) for licensing inquiries:

By submitting this form, | certify that | am authorized to make the above submission(s) and
agree to the terms and conditions of use. | also consent to the USPTO making any contact information for
licensing inquiries | have provided available to the public on the Platform

SENDER'S INFORMATION:

Name (Print/ Typed) Date

Official Title

Address

Phone Number Email
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COVID-19 Prioritized Examination
Pilot Programs
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Patent Prioritized Examinat

For COVID-19 related patent applications:

42

The USPTO will grant requests for prioritized
examination to patent applicants that
qualify for small or micro entity status
without payment of the typical fees
associated with other prioritized
examinations.

The aim is to provide final disposition of
applications in this program within six
months if applicants respond promptly to
communications from the USPTO.

ion Pilot Program

28932 Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 94/ Thursday, May 14, 2020/ Notices

ion Regarding Administrative

Protective Orders

This notice serves as the only
reminder to parties subject to
administrative protective order (APQ) of
their responsibility concerning the
disposition of proprietary information
disclosed under APO in accordance
with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3). Timely
written notification of the return or
destruction of APO materials or
conversion to judicial protective order is
hereby requested. Failure to comply
with the regulations and the terms of an
i tionable violation. Note

has temporarily

serving documents containing business
proprietary information, until May 19,
2020, unless extended.*!

published in

“tions 751(a)(1) and
and 19 CFR

accordance with
777(i)(1) of the
351.213(d)(4).
day 8, 2020.

Deputy '\\\A\Juul Secretary for Antidumping
and Countervailing Duty Operations

[FR Doc. 202010350 Filed 5-13-20; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Institute of Standards and
Technology

Open Meeting of the Information
Security and Privacy Advisory Board
AGENCY: National Institute of Standards
and Technology, Department of

Comu 8,

ACTION: Notice of open meeting,

he Information Securit

9:00 a.m Castern Time,
and Thursd 2020 from 9:00
a.m. until 4:2 rn Time. All

sessions will be open In the public
meeting will be held on
, June 24, 2020, from 9:00

Standards and Technology, Teleph

those who had wished to

(301) 975-2489, Email address:
jeffrey.brewer@nist.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to the l‘edsral Adumrv Committee Act,
U.S.C. App., notice is
'AB will hold
an open meeting Wednesday, June 24,
2020 from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.,
Eastern Time, and 'l'hursdaw.lune 25,
.m.
All session: mll be open
The ISPAB is authorized
278g-4, as amended, and
‘the National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST), the
Secretary of Homeland Security, and the
Director of the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) on information
ty and privacy issues pertaining to
a vernment information
luding through review of
proposed standards and guidelines
developed by NIST, Details regarding
the ISPAB's activities are available at
htips://csre.nist.gov/projects/ispab
nzx]nwmtl to include the

ed States
ing and

ting Progre
ion of International Testing
nents and conformance

ion on tolework cybersec urity
and privacy, and potential lessons
learned
Note that agenda items may slnnp
without notice. The final ag
posted on the ISPAB event page @
ttps://cms.csre.nist.gov/Eve) nlsfzuzu,
ispab-june-meeting
Public Participation: V
l|m\l|nn\ or con

n]« sctronically by email to Jeff Brewer at

submit a question or comment but could
not be accommodated on the agenda,
and those who were unable to attend the
meeting via webinar are invited to
submit written statements. In addition,
written statements are invited and may
be submitted to the ISPAB at any time.
All written statements should be
directed to the ISPAB Secretariat,
Information Technology Laboratory by
email to: jeffr
Admittance
participants will be attending via
webinar and must register on ISPAB’s
event page at: https://ems.csrc.nist.gov/
Events/2020/ispab-june-meeting by 5
astern Time, June 22, 2020.

Kevin A. Kimball,

Chief of Staff

IFR Doc. 2020-10375 Filed 5-13-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Patent and Trademark Office

[Docket No.: PTO-P-2020-0026]

COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot
Program

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
[lnlmn ark Office (US or Offi
nting a pilot pm;,r am to
rioritized ation of
in pate
the claim(s) of an 1|1|1l1< |Im1\ miust
cover a product or process related to
COVID-19, and such product or process
must be subject to an applicable FDA
approval for COVID-19 use

Under this pilot program, the USPTO
will grant c 1ests for
prioritized examination without
payment of certai associate (l with
prioritized exami

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under this pilot, the USPTO will advance out of turn certain patent applications (of up to 500 qualifying patent applications) without requiring payment of certain fees associated with prioritized examination.  
The USPTO aims to provide final disposition of patent applications in the pilot in one year or less after it grants prioritized status. 


Patent Prioritized Examination Pilot Program
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The USPTO launched a webpage that
provides additional resources and
information.

The webpage details:

— Criteria of the pilot program

— How to request participation

— Announcements and public comments

— Questions and answers

)

Patent and
licensing resources

Are you an inventor, entrepreneur, or
business interested in contributing to
rtical medical technologies? Leam
about the USPTO’s Patent Pro Bono
Program and the Patents 4
Partnerships P marketplace platform
for licensing opportunities, and
explore other resources for inventors
and small businesses,

> Visit the USPTO Patent Pro Bono

o

Innovation
incentives

The United States patent system
incentivizes and protects innovation. It
also promotes investment and
economic growth. To further boost
American innovation, the USPTO has
launched a prioritized examination
pilot program for inventions related to
the diagnasis, prevention, or treatment
of COVID-19, and encourages
voluntary early publication of patent
applications.

o

Trademarks,
counterfeiting,
and fraud

The USPTO has a number of incentives

to accommodate trademark.
stakeholders, including efforts

combat potential abuses rejafed to the

programs,

> Exfffore the COVID-19
Prioritized Trademark

Program webpage

> Explore the USPTO's Patents 4
Partnerships platform

> Learn about special resources

> Explore the COVID-19
Prioritized Examination Pilot
Program

Examination Program
Learn about federal government
resources

for inventors and entrepreneurs

> Team about VolGneary early
publication of patent
applications

Report fraud and counterfeiting

OVID-19 outbrezk? The World
Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) provides helpful updiates about
P treaties. WIPO has also compiled
information from foreign [P offices on
measures taken to assist stakeholders
during the health crisi, In addition
our partner [P offices rounding out the
1PS—the world's five largest
intellectual property offices—have
undertaken initiatives relating to the
COVID-19 outbreak.

> WIPO's COVID-19 IP Policy
Tracker @

Patent Cooperation Treaty
updates@

Madrid Protocol updates?'
Hague Agreement updatesZ

UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Patents Trademarks

Home > Patents > [nitiatives > COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot Program

Main menu

Patents

Trademarks

P Policy

Learning and Resources
About Us

Jobs

Contact Us

MyUSPTO

Aboul Jobs ContactUs MyUSPTO

Search uspto.gov Q

IP Policy Learning and Resources

[ share | & Print

COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot
Program

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) will accept requests for prioritized examination of up to
500 qualifying patent applications without requiring payment of certain fees associated with prioritized
examination. Under this pilot, the USPTO will advance out of tumn certain patent applications related to COVID-
19 for examination, resulting in their prioritized examination. The USPTO aims to provide final disposition of
patent applications in the pilot in one year or less after it grants prioritized status.

COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot Program description:

Applications must contain one or more claims to a product or process related to COVID-19.

Such claimed product or process must be subject to an applicable Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
approval for COVID-19 use.

The request must include a certification that the applicant qualifies for either small or micro entity status and
an executed Application Data Sheet (ADS) meeting the requirements of 37 CFR 1.53(f)(3)(i)

Applicants must file a grantable request under this initiative using the USPTO patent electronic filing system
(EFS-Web or Patent Center) if filing the request in a utility application.

Applicants should use Pilot Program Form PTO/SB/450 to request participation in the pilot.

The pilot is open to:

o non-continuing, original, nonprovisional utility or plant patent applications filed with an acceptable



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Pilot Program’s webpage is accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, under Innovation Incentives and www.uspto.gov/coronavirus.



Patent Prioritized Examination Pilot Program

Criteria of the pilot program:

44

There are no fees required to participate in
the program.

Applications must contain one or more
claims related to COVID-19 and must be
subject to an applicable Food and Drug
Administration approval for COVID-19 use.

Applicants must certify that they qualify for
either small or micro entity status.

Applicants should file the Pilot Program
Form PTO/SB/450 using the USPTO patent
electronic filing system, EFS-Web.

. UNITED STATES About Us Jobs Contact Us MyUSPTO
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE a

Patents Trademarks IP Policy Learning and Resources

Home > Patents > Initiatives > COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot Program [ Share | & print

COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot

Patents

Program

TP Policy The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) will accept requests for prioritized examination of up to
500 qualifying patent applications without requiring payment of certain fees associated with prioritized
examination. Under this pilot, the USPTO will advance out of tumn certain patent applications related to COVID-
19 for examination, resulting in their prioritized examination. The USPTO aims to provide final disposition of

Learning and Resources

About Us patent applications in the pilot in one year or less after it grants prioritized status.
Jobs COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot Program description:
Contact Us .

Applications must contain one or more claims to a product or process related to COVID-19.

Such claimed product or process must be subject to an applicable Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
MyUSPTO approval for COVID-19 use.
The request must include a certification that the applicant qualifies for either small or micro entity status and
an executed Application Data Sheet (ADS) meeting the requirements of 37 CFR 1.53(f)(3)(i)
« Applicants must file a grantable request under this initiative using the USPTO patent electronic filing system
(EFS-Web or Patent Center) if filing the request in a utility application.
 Applicants should use Pilot Program Form PTO/SB/450 to request participation in the pilot.
The pilot is open to:
o non-continuing, original, nonprovisional utility or plant patent applications filed with an acceptable

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Prioritized Examination Pilot Program webpage further specifies the criteria to participate in the Pilot program, as follows: 
Applications must contain one or more claims to a product or process related to COVID-19.
Such claimed product or process must be subject to an applicable Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval for COVID-19 use.
The request must include a certification that the applicant qualifies for either small or micro entity status and an executed Application Data Sheet (ADS) meeting the requirements of 37 CFR § 1.53(f)(3)(i). 
Applicants must file a grantable request under this initiative using the USPTO patent electronic filing system (EFS-Web or Patent Center) if filing the request in a utility application.
Applicants should use Pilot Program Form PTO/SB/450 to request participation in the pilot.
The pilot is open to: 
non-continuing, original, nonprovisional utility or plant patent applications filed with an acceptable request to participate 
original, nonprovisional utility or plant applications making a benefit claim under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120, 121, or 365(c) to one prior nonprovisional application or one prior international application designating the United States filed with an acceptable request to participate 
utility or plant applications, including the national stage of a prior international application, in which an acceptable request to participate has been filed with or after a request for continued examination (RCE), if no prior RCE was granted prioritized examination status.  
The fees set forth in 37 CFR § 1.17(c) and (i)(1) are not required to participate in the program.

Any application that claims the benefit of the filing date of two or more previously filed non-provisional U.S. applications or international applications designating the United States under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120, 121, or 365(c) is not eligible for participation in this pilot, but the applicant may request prioritized examination under 37 CFR § 1.102(e). 

Benefit claims to one or more prior provisional applications under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) or foreign priority claims under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f) will not cause a non-provisional application to be ineligible for this pilot.


https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/sb0450.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/applying-online/about-efs-web

o
Patent Prioritized Examination Pilot Program

Doc Code: TRACK1.COVID

H oW to req u est pa rtICI patlo n: Document Description: COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Req o0 0520,

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR COVID-19 PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION

- Fill out Pilot Program Form PTO/SB/450. I e

Inventor. known)

Title of
Invention:

d Save th e fO rm a nd u p | Oa d It Vla the pate nt APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTS PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION

UNDER THE COVID-19 PILOT PROGRAM FOR THE ABOVE-IDENTIFIED APPLICATION.

e | ect ro n ic fi | i n g Syste m E FS _We b . 1. The claim(s) of the above-identified application cover a product or process relating to COVID-19

and such product or process is subject to an applicable FDA approval for COVID-19 use.

2. Applicant qualifies for small entity (37 CFR 1.27) or micro entity (37 CFR 1.29) status
Wh I d M f | t 3. If the application contains a benefit claim under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c), it is to only one
- e n U p Oa I n g yO U r O rl I I, Se eC prior nonprovisional U.S. application or international application designating the United States.
. . " 4. The basic filing fee, search fee, and examination fee are filed with this request or have been
d O C u m e nt d es C rl pt | O n COVI D - 1 9 already been paid. | understand that any required excess claims fees or application size fee must

be paid for the application. The fees set in 37 CFR 1.17(c) and 1.17(i)(1) are waived.

P rio ritized EXa m i n a t i O n Req u est" 5. lunderstand that the application may not contain, or be amended to contain, more than four

independent claims, more than thirty total claims, or any multiple dependent claims, and that any
request for an extension of time will cause an outstanding request to be dismissed

(fo U n d U n d e r b Ot h th e " Tra C k I - 6. The applicable box is checked below:
P rio ritiZGd EXa m i natiO n " a n d n Pi Iot I_. Original Application - Prioritized Examination under § 1.102(e)(1

i. (a) The application is an original nonprovisional utility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a)
This certification and request is being filed with the utility application via EFS-Web or Patent

Programs” categories) on the EFS-Web Conter .

(b) The application is an original nonprovisional plant application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a)
Atta C h D OC u m e nts S C ree n to e n S u re This certification and request is being filed with the plant application.
ii. An application data sheet meeting the conditions specified in 37 CFR 1.53(f)(3)(i) is filed with the

proceSSi ng . application

. R for Contin xamination - Prioriti xamination under § 1.1

i. A request for continued examination has been filed with, or prior to, this form

ii. Ifthe i is a utility i this certification and request is being filed via EFS-Web or
Patent Center

iii. The application is an original nonprovisional utility or plant application filed under 35 U.S.C.
111(a), or is a national stage entry under 35 U.S.C. 371

iv. This certification and request is being filed prior to the mailing of a first Office action responsive to
the request for continued examination.

v. No prior request for continued examination has been granted prioritized examination status under
37 CFR 1.102(e)(2).

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center
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Presentation Notes
Links to the form and to the electronic filing system are available on the Pilot Program’s webpage.

https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/sb0450.pdf
http://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/applying-online/about-efs-web

Patent Prioritized Examination Pilot Program

The webpage also details announcements and
public comments:
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Link to the Federal Register Notice (85 Fed.
Reg. 28,932)

The USPTO's announcements regarding the
pilot program

Up-to-date information on how many
applications have been granted prioritized
examination under this program

Public comments in response to the Federal
Register Notice

Questions and Answers

Expand all | Collapse all

v When does the pilot go into effect?

The pilot is effective upon the publication of the notice in the Federal Register. Note, the initial published
notice erroneously stated that the effective date was July 13. The effective date is May 14.

~ How long will the pilot last?

The USPTO will accept requests for the prioritized examination pilot program until such time as the
USPTO has accepted 500 requests. The USPTO may extend the pilot program (with or without
modifications) or terminate it depending on the workload and resources needed to administer the
program, feedback from the public, and the effectiveness of the program. If the pilot program is
extended or terminated, the USPTO will notify the public.

v What does “subject to an applicable FDA approval for COVID-19 use” mean?

U.S. FDA approvals may include, but are not limited to, an Investigational New Drug (IND) application, an
Investigational Device Exemption (IDE), a New Drug Application (NDA), a Biologics License Application
(BLA), a Premarket Approval (PMA), or an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA). Information on these
items are available at www.fda.gov (%'

v Is an invention that is an apparatus or composition of matter that is related to COVID-19 and subject
to an applicable FDA approval eligible for the pilot program?

Yes. To qualify, the claim(s) of an application must cover a product or process related to COVID-19, and
such product or process must be subject to an applicable FDA approval for COVID-19 use. The phrase
"product or process” includes any process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter as set forth
in 35 US.C. 101.

v Can a large entity (i.e., an applicant that does not qualify for small or micro entity status) file a request
for the pilot program?

No. The pilot program is only for applicants that qualify for either small entity (37 CFR 1.27) or micro
entity (37 CFR 1.29) status. An applicant that does not qualify as either a small or a micro entity
applicant may request prioritized examination under 37 CFR 1.102(e).

v Why does the pilot program include RCEs when COVID-19 is a new virus?

Some inventions that are useful in treatina COVID-19 patients were invented orior to the known cases of




®
Trademark Prioritized Examination Program

For trademark applications related to COVID-19: [ US[RL0 BT s

Patents Trademarks 1P Policy Learning and Resources

« The USPTO will accept petitions to advance
. . . . . . . Home > About Us> News & Updates> USPTO announces COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Program for E’ Share | B Print
the initial examination of applications for o i ek
marks used to identify qualifying COVID-19 T—— USPTO announces COVID-19
medical-related products and services and Prioritized Examination Program for

. oye certain trademark and service mark
waive the petition fee. applications

June 15,2020 Press Release: 20-14
CONTACT: (Media Only)

* T h e g Oa | i S to eX p ed ite t h e i n itia I The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) today Paul Fudito

(571) 272-8400 or
announced a new COVID-18 prioritized examination program for

examination process by approximately two e

. .. . Under this new program, the USPTO will accept petitions to advance

mo nth S |f t h e et | t lon Is ra nted an d the initial examination of applications for marks used to identify qualifying COVID-19 medical products and
services. Additionally, the USPTO will waive the fee for such petitions.

a I | C a n ts ro m t I re S O n d to th e “Inventors and entrepreneurs are working around the clack to develop products that will help prevent,
diagnose, treat, or cure COVID-19,” said Andrei lancu, Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual

Property and Director of the USPTO. “Accelerating initial examination of COVID-19-related trademark

examinin g attorney. o o e s e

services, will help to bring important and possibly life-saving treatments to market more quickly.”

To qualify for the new program, the application must cover a product that is subject to U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) approval for use in the prevention and/or treatment of COVID-19 or a medical or
medical research service for the prevention and/or treatment of COVID-19. See the notice for more
information.

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center

47


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, and in view of the critical need to develop medical products and services to combat the COVID-19 virus and move successful products to market as soon as possible, the Director will accept petitions to advance the initial examination of applications for marks used to identify qualifying COVID-19 medical products and services. Additionally, the USPTO will waive the fee for such petitions, as of June 15, 2020.
The goal of prioritized examination is to expedite the initial examination process for qualifying applications. 
If a petition is granted, the application will immediately be assigned to an examining attorney for review, which will expedite examination by approximately two months. 
The applicant can further expedite the process by responding promptly to any Office action, phone call, or email from the examining attorney. 
Following examination, all approved trademark applications are published for opposition in the Trademark Official Gazette. 
Then there is a 30-day period during which the public can file oppositions or extensions of time to oppose. 37 CFR §§ 2.101(c), 2.102(a)(1).


Trademark Prioritized Examination Program

UNITED STATES AboutUs Jobs ContactUs MyUSPTO

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE rch us Q

[€ share | B} prnt

« The USPTO launched a webpage that
prOVid eS additio nal resou rces and Patents Trademarks 1P Policy Learning and Resources
information.

Home > Trademarks > Laws & Regulations > Products and services to fight COVID-19: Petitions to
0 nitial examination of trademark applications
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The webpage details:

— Criteria of the program

— How to request participation

— Frequently asked questions

)

Patent and
licensing resources

Are you an inventor, entrepreneur, or
business interested in contributing to
rtical medical technologies? Leam
about the USPTO’s Patent Pro Bono
Program and the Patents 4
Partnerships P marketplace platform
for licensing opportunities, and
explore other resource:
and small businesses,

inventors

> Visit the USPTO Patent Pro Bono
Program webpage

> Explore the USPTO's Patents 4
Partnerships platform

> Learn about special resources
for inventors and entrepreneurs

o

Innovation
incentives

The United States patent system
incentivizes and protects innovation. It
also promotes investment and
economic growth. To further boost
American innovation, the USPTO has
launched a prioritized examination
pilot program for inventions related to
the diagnasis, prevention, or treatment
of COVID-19, and encourages
voluntary early publication of patent
applications.

> Explore the COVID-19

&) ©

Trademarks, International
counterfeiting, updates
and fraud Are you an innovator or 17 pyflitc
navigating the IP landscap€ during the
The USPTO has a number of incentives  covID-19 outbreak? d
to accommodate trademark Intellectual Property/Organization
stakeholders, including efforts to (WIPO) providegRelpful updates zbout

combt potential abuses related to the o reaties. WO has also compiled
COVID-19 outbresk. Click on the links  informatig from foreign IP offices on

bel

o leam more about these
programs. dypfig the health crisi. In addition
ir partner 1P offices rounding out the

> Explore the COVID-19
5—the world's five largest

Prioritized Trademark

tellectual property offices—have
Program

Prioritized Examination Pilot
Program

> Learn about voluntary early
publication of patent
applications

initiatives relating to the

> Leam about federal government
COVID-19 outbresk.

resources
> Report fraud and counterfeiting > WIPO's COVID-19 IP Policy
Tracker '
> Patent Cooperation Treaty
updates @

> Madricl Protocol updates
> Hague Agreement updates('

Main menu

Patents
Trademarks

1P Policy

Learning and Resources
About Us

Jobs

Contact Us

MyUSPTO

Products and services to fight COVID-
19: Petitions to prioritize initial
examination of trademark applications

In response to the COVID-19 outbreak. and in view of the critical need to develop and help speed to market
medical products and services to combat the COVID-19 virus, the Director will accept petitions to advance the
initial examination of trademark applications for marks used to identify qualifying medical products and services
related to COVID-19. Additionally, the USPTO will waive the fee for such petitions. The applicant must file a
Petition to the Director under 37 CFR § 2.146(a)(3) seeking to have the Director exercise supervisory authority to
advance the initial examination of the application out of its regular order. See Trademark Manual of Examining
Procedure §1710 et seq

To be eligible for prioritized initial examination under this procedure, an applicant must seek registration for one
or more of the following medical goods or services related to COVID-19

Pharmaceutical products or medical devices such as diagnostic tests, ventilators, and personal protective
equipment, including surgical masks, face shields, gowns, and gloves, that prevent, diagnose, treat, or cure
COVID-19 and are subject to approval by the United States Food and Drug Administration

Medical services or medical research services for the prevention, diagnosis, treatment of, or cure for COVID-
19

The application may also include additional related goods or services,
Frequently asked questions
Expand all | Collapse all

> When can I file a petition to prioritize initial examination?

> How long will this petition option be available?

> Which types of goods and services are

ible for this procedure?




®
Trademark Prioritized Examination Program

N UNITED STATES AboutUs Jobs ContactUs MyUSPTO
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE a

Criteria of the program:

Patents Trademarks 1P Policy Learning and Resources
«  There are no fees required to participate in T ——— 2 o 1 8 i
the program.

Products and services to fight COVID-
«  Applicants must first file the application and 19: Petitions to prioritize initial
- examination of trademark applications

then file a Petition to the Director that

In response to the COVID-19 outbreak. and in view of the critical need to develop and help speed to market
medical products and services to combat the COVID-19 virus, the Director will accept petitions to advance the

I n C | u d es th e a S S I n ed Se rl a I n u m be r AboutUs initial examination of trademark applications for marks used to identify qualifying medical products and services
g * Jobs related to COVID-19. Additionally, the USPTO will waive the fee for such petitions, The applicant must file a
Petition to the Director under 37 CFR § 2.146(a)(3) seeking to have the Director exercise supervisory authority to
Contact Us advance the initial examination of the application out of its regular order. See Trademark Manual of Examining

«  The application must be for COVID-19

To be eligible for prioritized initial examination under this procedure, an applicant must seek registration for one
or more of the following medical goods or services related to COVID-19

medical-related goods or services subject to

equipment, including surgical masks, face shields, gowns, and gloves, that prevent, diagnose, treat, or cure
F DA a rova I COVID-19 and are subject to approval by the United States Food and Drug Administration
p p . * Medical services or medical research services for the prevention, diagnosis, treatment of, or cure for COVID-
19
The application may also include additional related goods or services,
Frequently asked questions
Expand all | Collapse all
> When can I file a petition to prioritize initial examination?

> How long will this petition option be available?

> Which types of goods and services are eligible for this procedure?

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center
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Presentation Notes
The following are qualifying COVID-19 medical-related goods and services:
pharmaceutical products or medical devices such as diagnostic tests, ventilators, and personal protective equipment, including surgical masks, face shields, gowns, and gloves, that prevent, diagnose, treat, or cure COVID-19 and are subject to approval by the United States Food and Drug Administration. 
Such approvals may include, but are not limited to, an Investigational New Drug (IND) application, an Investigational Device Exemption (IDE), a New Drug Application (NDA), a Biologics License Application (BLA), a Premarket Approval (PMA), or an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA). Information on INDs, IDEs, NDAs, BLAs, PMAs, and EUAs is available at www.fda.gov. 
medical services or medical research services regarding the prevention, diagnosis, treatment of, or cure for COVID-19. 
See the Code of Federal Regulations for further details on which goods or services can qualify for this prioritized examination. 




Trademark Prioritized Examination Program

How to request participation:
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After filing the application, applicants must file
a Petition to the Director using the USPTO
Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS).

The petition must provide:

— a statement of facts, supported by an
affidavit or declaration setting forth the
applicant’s COVID-19 medical-related
goods or services; and

— an explanation of why the goods or
services are of a type that qualifies for
prioritized examination, including the
section of the Code of Federal Regulations
under which the goods or services are
regulated.

About Us Jobs Contact Us Logout

Trademark Electronic Application System

Petition to Director
TEAS - Version 7.1

GENERAL FORM INFORMATION:

+ TIMEOUT WARNING: After 25 mirnrtes of inactivity: you will be prompted to continue your session. If you do not continue within 5
minutes_ the session will end. you will be logged out of your USPTO.gov account, and you will lose any unisaved data in the form.
Please have all of your information ready before you start.

+ DO NOT USE YOUR BROWSER BACK/FORWARD BUTTONS: Use only the navigation buttons at the bottom of each page.

+ REQUIRED FIELDS: All have an ASTERISK (*), and the form will not validate if these fields are not filled-out

TO ACCESS THE PETITION FORM:

STEP 1: Use this option ONLY if a specific TEAS form does not already exist for the purpose of this filing. Please double-check all possible
TEAS forms before attempting to proceed.

STEP2: ENTER APPLICATION SERTAL NUMBER/REGISTRATION NUMBER BELOW OR ACCESS PREVIOUSLY FILLED-
OUT/SAVED FORM.

* Serial/Registration Number:

OR

(Da nat enter serial/registration number if vou are accessing your saved form.)

To upload a previously saved form file, first review the TEAS Help instructions for accessing previously saved data and then use the
"Browse..." button below to access the form file saved on your computer. WARNING: Failure to follow the TEAS Help instructions
will result in the inability to edit vour data.

Do NOT uplead or attach any other file(s) (for example, a specimen or foreign registration certificate) using the button below. You
must upload other attachments within the proper section of the actual form, after answering "Yes" to the appropriate wizard
question(s) on the next page.

Choose File | No file chosen

Continue

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center
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Presentation Notes
The appropriate form can be accessed in TEAS by clicking on “Petition Forms” and then selecting the “Petition to Director” form. 
Do not use the “Petition to Make Special” form, which is reserved for other situations in which expedited initial examination may be requested
Be sure to select the reason “Request prioritized examination for COVID-19 medical-related goods/services” on the first page of the petition form. This will prevent you from having to pay a fee. If you selected a different reason for your petition and paid the petition fee, email TMPolicy@uspto.gov to request a refund.
The form requires both a text entry in the “explanation of filing” box and a separate PDF attachment. 
The petition statements must be supported by a declaration under trademark rule 2.20, 37 C.F.R. §2.20. The TEAS Petition to Director form includes the necessary declaration language under rule 2.20, which will prepopulate on the last page.


https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/filing-online

.

Trademark Prioritized Examination Program
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The USPTO will monitor the workload and resources needed to administer the program, feedback
from the public, and the effectiveness of the program.

Questions:

Members of the public may submit comments or questions regarding the program to
TMPolicy@uspto.gov.

Questions regarding how to access or submit the TEAS Petition to Director form should be
addressed to TEAS@uspto.gov.

To reach the Trademark Assistance Center, call 1-800-786-9199 or email
TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
If the USPTO determines that modifications to the procedure are necessary or that it will no longer grant petitions to prioritize the examination of applications for qualifying COVID-19 medical-related products and services, the USPTO will notify the public before modifying or ending this program.


mailto:TMPolicy@uspto.gov
mailto:TEAS@uspto.gov
mailto:TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov

Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot
Program



Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

For COVID-19 related provisional
patent applications:

*  The USPTO will permit applicants
to defer payment of the
provisional filing fee until the filing
of a non-provisional if the
applicant agrees to publication of
the provisional on the Office's
searchable collaboration
database.

« The goal is to provide a cost-
effective means for inventors to
disclose ideas quickly to facilitate
collaborations, partnerships, or
joint ventures.

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center

53

58038 Federal Register/ Vol. 85, No. 181/ Thursday, September 17, 2020/ Notices

policies set forth in Section 2 of the
ESA

Authority: The requested permits
have been issued under the MMPA of
1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 of
seq.). the regulations governing the
taking and importing of marine
mammals (50 CFR part 216), the ESA of
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.), and the regulations governing the
taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 222-226), as applicable.

Datod: Scptember 14, 2020
Julia Marie Harrison,

Chisf, Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.

FR Dot 2020-20495 Filed 8-16-20; 8:45 am]
BILLNG CODE 3516-22-2

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XA453]

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENGY: National Marine Fisheries
ervice (NMFS), National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce

ACTION: Natice of a public meeting

summaRY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Gouncil (Council) will
hold a 1-day mocting via webinar of its
Reof Fish Advisory Panol (AP),

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, October 6, 2020, from 9 a.m
to 5:30 p.m., EDT

ADDRESSES: The meeting will take place

siting

Advisory Panel meoting on the calendar.
Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 4107 W
Sprucé Street, Suite 200, Tampa, FL
33607; telephone: (§13) 348-1630.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ryan Rindone, Lead Fishery Biologist.
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
# ryan.rindone@gulfcouncil.org
telephone: (813) 348-1630.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Tuesday, October 6, 2020; 9 a.m.-5:30
p.m., EDT
‘The meeting will begin with

Introductions and Adoption of Agenda
and review of Scope of Work. Tho AP
will review presontations, documents,
Draft Reef Fish Amendment 53: Red
Grouper Allocations and Annual Catch
Lovels and Targets, SEDAR 67: Gulf of

Mexico Vermilion Snapper Stock
SEDAR 64:

SUMMARY: Patents and published patent

U.S. Yellowtail Snapper Stock
Assessmont, Gray Triggerfish Intorim
Analysis, and Draft Roof
Framework Action: Modification of the
Gulf of Mexico Lane Snapper Annual
Catch Limit
"The AP will reviow a Public Hoaring

Draft 368 to

provide a key source of
froo-flowing tochnical information
amang the world’s brightost minds, thus
promoting further innavation. The
United States 12
Office (USPTO or Office) recognizes that
its charge to issue high-quality patents
to inventors goes hand-in-hand with

[ mmm:rrnL Individual Fishing Quota
(IFQ) Programs, receive a presentation
on Testing assumptions about sex
change and spatial management in the

of this important
information. Such information flow is
now more important than ever in view
of the urgent challenges posed by
COVID-19. T m-mfnn- the USPTO s

gag grouper,
‘microlepis; and. receive public
comments

—Meeting Adjourns

‘The moeting will be broadcast via
webinar. You may register for the
wabinar by visiting www. gulfcouncil.org
and clicking on the AP meeting on the
calondar.

‘The Agenda is subject to change. and
the latest version along with other
‘mooting materials will be posted on
wiww. gulfeouncil.org as they become
available.

Although other non-emergency issues
not on the agenda may come bofore this

Conservation and Management Act,
thase issues may not be the subject of
formal action during this moeting.
Actions of the Advisory Panel will be
rostricted to those issues specifically
identified in the agenda and any issues
arising after publication of this natice

emergency action under
(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens

Act, provided the public has boen
notified of the Council's intent to take
action to address the emorgency.

C. 1801 et seq.
eptember 14, 2020.

Tracey L. Thom,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Duc. 2020-20535 Filed 9-16-20; 5:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3810-2-8

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office
[Docket No. PTO-P-2020-0036]

Deferred-Fee Provisional Patent
Application Pilot Program and
Collaboration Database To Encourage
Inventions Related To COVID-19
AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

patent a '|ppl]rnlmn plln( program (the
program) to promote the expedited
exchange of information about
inventions designed to combat COVID-
19. Under this program, the USPTO will
permit applicants to defer payment of
the provisional application filing fee
until the filing of a corresponding
nonprovisional application. In turn,
applicants must agroo that the technical
subject matter disclosed in their
provisional applications will be made
available to the public via a searchable

the provisional application must
concern a product or process related to
COVID-19, and such product or process
must be subject to an applicable Food

and Drug Admi (FDA)
approval for COVID-19 use, whether
such approval has been obtained, is
pending, or will be sought prior ta
marketing the subject matter for COVID-
19.

Comments must be received by
November 16, 2020 to ensure
consideration.

Pilot Duration: The deferred-fee
provisional patent application pilot
program will a certifications and
requests for participation for a period of
12 months, beginning on September 17,
2020. The USPTO may extend the pilot
program (with or without modifications)
or terminate it depending on the
workload and resources needed to
administer it, feedback from the public,
and its effectiveness. Depending on
feedback and public interest, the
technological scope could also be
expanded beyond COVID-19 to other
areas that are the focus of piancering or
rapid innovation. If the pilot program is
extended or terminated, the USPTO will
notify the public. The USPTO may also
make the program permanent via the
rule-making process
ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent
by email addressed to
d19Provisional Application®
uspto.gov. If sub of comments by




Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program
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The USPTO launched a webpage that
provides additional resources and
information.

The webpage details:
— Criteria of the pilot program
— How to request participation
— Announcements
— Questions and answers

(7] o &) ©

Patent and Innovation Trademarks, International
licensing resources incentives counterfeiting, updates
The United States patent system and fraud
tion. T

The USPTO has a number of

trademark

stakehy

incucing sfon

Stothe

o COVID-19 outbreak. Click on thelnks
ot belowto leam more about these

programs.

and small businesses

> Visit the USPTO Patent Pro Bono
Program webpage
> Explore the USPTO's Patents 4 > Explore the COVID-19.

Partnerships platform Prioritized Examination Pilot

COMD-13 outbreak
> Learn about special resources Program

for inventors and entrepreneurs > Learn about voluntary early ayg/fnd counterfeiting > WIPO's COVID-19 P Policy
atent

b

publ

> Patent Cooperation Treaty

> Explore the deferred-fee updatesZ

> Madrid Protocol updates
pilot program > Hague Agreement updates(Z'
> China National Intellectual

Property Administration (7

> European Patent Office

> Japan Patent Officel?

> Korean Intellectual Property
Office

Home > Patents> Initiatives > Deferred-fee provisional patent application pilot program and

B Share | E Print

collaboration database to encourage inventions related to COVID-19

Main menu

Patents

Trademarks

1P Policy

Learning and Resources

About Us

Jobs

Contact Us

MyUSPTO

Deferred-fee provisional patent
application pilot program and
collaboration database to encourage
inventions related to COVID-19

The USPTO is implementing a deferred-fee provisional patent application pilot program and collaboration
database to promote the expedited exchange of information about inventions designed to combat COVID-
19. Under this program, the USPTO will permit applicants to defer payment of the provisional application
filing fee until the filing of a corresponding nonprovisional application. In turn, applicants must agree that
the technical subject matter disclosed in their provisional applications will be made available to the public via
a searchable collaboration database maintained on the USPTO’s website.




Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

Criteria of the pilot program:
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Certification that the product or
process is related to COVID-19 and
subject to applicable FDA approval.

Agree to public disclosure of the
technical subject matter via the Office's
searchable collaboration database.

Applicants should file the Pilot
Program Form PTO/SB/452 using the
USPTO patent electronic filing system,
EFS-Web.

Home > Patents> Initiatives > Deferred-fee provisional patent application pilot program and

B Share | E Print

collaboration database to encourage inventions related to COVID-19

Main menu

Patents

Trademarks

1P Policy

Learning and Resources

About Us

Jobs

Contact Us

MyUSPTO

Deferred-fee provisional patent
application pilot program and
collaboration database to encourage
inventions related to COVID-19

The USPTO is implementing a deferred-fee provisional patent application pilot program and collaboration
database to promote the expedited exchange of information about inventions designed to combat COVID-
19. Under this program, the USPTO will permit applicants to defer payment of the provisional application
filing fee until the filing of a corresponding nonprovisional application. In turn, applicants must agree that
the technical subject matter disclosed in their provisional applications will be made available to the public via
a searchable collaboration database maintained on the USPTO’s website.



https://www.uspto.gov/patent/forms/forms-patent-applications-filed-or-after-september-16-2012
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/applying-online/about-efs-web

Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

How to request participation:
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Fill out Pilot Program form PTO/SB/452.

Save the form and upload it via Patent Center with
the provisional application including all required
parts.

— When uploading your form, select document
description "COVID-19 Collab Database
Request for Prov Appl” (found under “Pilot
Programs” category) on the Patent Center
Attach Documents screen to ensure
processing.

Doc Code: CV19.PUB.PRO

Document Description: COVID-18 Collab Database Request for Prov Appl

PTO/SE/452 (08-20)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR
COVID-19 PROVISIONAL PATENT APPLICATION PROGRAM
(Page 1 of 1)

First Named

Inventor

Title of
Invention:

Contact information to include in database

(optional)

APPLICANT HEREBY MAKES THE FOLLOWING CERTIFICATIONS AND REQUESTS THAT THE USPTO
INCLUDE THE DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCOMPANYING PROVISIONAL PATENT APPLICATION IN A
PUBLIC DATABASE.

1

. The accompanying application is in the English language.

. The accompanying application is being filed in DOCX format via the USPTO’s Patent Center filing

. Applicant understands that inclusion in the public database is a publication of the description and

The description of the accompanying provisional patent application concerns a product or process
relating to COVID-19 and such preduct or process is subject to an applicable FDA approval for
COVID-19 use

system, together with this form

The applicant understands that while the required filing fee for the accompanying provisional
application may be deferred by acceptance into this program, the appropriate filing fee must be
paid in order for a subsequent U.S. nonprovisional application to claim the benefit of the filing date
of the ying provisional ication. Applicant r i that the filing fee due in the
future may be more than the current fee due and that by deferring payment of the filing fee, there
may be an increase in the total fee due.

Applicant authorizes and requests that the description, including the specification and any
drawings, claims and/or abstract of the accompanying provisional patent application, as well as
this form, be included in a searchable online public database

this form.

Signature Date
Practitioner
(PrintTyped) Registration Number

Note: This form must be signed in accoraance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certfications. Submit
‘muitiple forms if more than one signature is required.”

[] Toutor

forms are submitted.



https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/sb0452.pdf
https://patentcenter.uspto.gov/#!/

Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

The webpage contains additional Questions and Answers

|nformat|on Expand all | Collapse all

v 1 When is the pilot effective?

* Link to the Federal Register Notice B o 17 2020 e dete of ouenton of che e
. . e pilot Is effective or starts on September 17, , the date of publication of the notice in the
(Federal Register notice 85 Fed. Req. Federal Register ” "

M) v 2 How long will the pilot last?

The pilot will last for one year from September 17, 2020, unless subsequently revised by the Office.

*  The USPTO's announcements regarding
the pllot prog ram v 3 May Ifile a request in a previously filed provisional application?

No, the request can only be made with the filing of a provisional application.

v 4 How do Ifile a request for the pilot program?

Participation is requested by filing a technical disclosure in legible DOCX format as well as a
provisional application cover sheet and a certification and request to participate in the program (form
PTO/SB/452, titled “Certification and Request for COVID-19 Provisional Patent Application Program,”
available at https://www.uspto.gov/patent/forms/forms-patent-applications-filed-or-after-
september-16-2012). The filing fee for a provisional application does not need to be paid at the time
of filing. A submission that fails to include a legible specification in DOCX format will not be treated
as a program submission, even if it is accompanied by form PTO/SB/452. The submission will be
handled as a provisional application, and a notice will be sent pursuant to 37 CFR 1.53(g), including a
requirement for payment of the basic filing fee ordinarily within two months of the date of the notice.
See MPEP 601.01(b).
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-09-17/pdf/2020-20443.pdf

Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

«  The USPTO will monitor the workload and resources needed to administer the program, feedback
from the public, and the effectiveness of the program.

*  Questions:

— Members of the public may submit comments or questions regarding the program to
COVID19ProvisionalApplication@uspto.gov

— Requests for assistance with electronic filing should be directed to the Patent Electronic
Business Center at EBC@uspto.gov.
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mailto:COVID19ProvisionalApplication@uspto.gov
mailto:EBC@uspto.gov

Stakeholder support



Remote interviews and hearings

Interviews, oral hearings, and in-person meetings have
all been conducted remotely by video or telephone
since March 13:

*  Forinterviews, applicants should contact the
patent examiner or managing attorney directly.

*  For Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) oral
hearings, practitioners should contact
PTABHearings@uspto.gov.

— The PTAB has also given a Boardside Chat
Webinar discussing everything practitioners
need to know about appearing before the
PTAB.

*  For Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB) oral
hearings, practitioners should contact
TTABHearings@uspto.gov.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
USPTO Offices were officially closed to the public on March 15, 2020. 

mailto:PTABHearings@uspto.gov
mailto:TTABHearings@uspto.gov

Remote hearings generally
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The PTAB addressed the logistics for virtual
proceedings and public remote viewing of hearings on
May 1, 2020 in their Boardside Chat Webinar.

Oral hearings for appeals are by telephone.
Oral hearings for AlA trials are by video or telephone.

Parties will receive a Hearing Order with relevant
instructions.
— Appeals: a few days before oral hearing date
— AlA trials: approximately three weeks before oral
hearing date

You can email questions or special requests to
PTABHearings@uspto.gov.

You can request public access to hearings at least three
business days prior to the oral hearing date.



https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/20200429-PTAB-Boardside%20Chat%20on%20PTAB%20Operations%20Apr%202020-IQ_812934-Final.pdf
mailto:PTABHearings@uspto.gov

International unity

* Ajoint statement from the USPTO and the EPO
about standing united in supporting the public
during this crucial time was published on April 30,
2020.

* Ajoint statement from the USPTO and the JPO
about standing united for the future of innovation
was published on June 1, 2020.

30 April 2020

Responding to COVID-19
A joint message of support for inventors from the USPTO and EPO

UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

The coronavirus outbreak has ch
staff of the European Patent Off
Office (USPTO) stand in solidarit|

Beyond the instances of personal
impact on the global economy. E

nations in various degrees of loci

In these challenging times, it is
pioneering research who will play|
societies. In both the US and Eur
property rights (IPR) generate
indirectly responsible for around
exports, amounting to more than

Amang these IPR-intensive indus|
and universities that are researct|
that could put an end to the coron
people and as a society fighting

need of medical care. Indeed, suj

of human development, and will

UNITED STATES.
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Ppuyro

1 June 2020
Joint Message from the USPTO and the JPO: For the Future of Innovation

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) and the Japan Patent
Office (JPO) would like to express our most heartfelt sympathies to the victims of
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) and their families. We sincerely hope that
everyone affected recovers soon and that the spread of COVID-19 infection will

end as soon as possible.

This unprecedented crisis has had a significant negative impact on the global
economy. Amidst this challenging situation, we are once again reminded of the
importance of innovations that support our society.

As evidenced by the daily reports around the world, there is no doubt that

innovation is a powerful weapon against COVID-19, On countless occasions,

humanity has crises throughout history by the development and

promotion of innovation.

For example, the fact that working at home through telework and various online
services has become more common worldwide, shows that innovations in the field
of Information Technology (IT) have become a major foundation of our economy
and daily lives. Likewise, medical technologies used to fight the pandemic have
been created due to inventions throughout time. This type of development has been
made possible by robust intellectual property systems that incentivize and protect

innovation

In this regard, the USPTO and the JPO would like to pay our deep respects to all

the inventors around the world who have served as a driving force to overcome

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center
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Waivers

The USPTO considers the effects of the COVID-19
outbreak to be an “extraordinary situation” within the
meaning of 37 CFR § 1.183. As a result, the USPTO has:

*  Waived the original handwritten signature
requirement of 37 CFR § 1.4(e)(1) and (2)

— eSignature = typed name between two
forward slashes (e.g., /Dr. James T. Jones, Jr./)

« Allowed the filing of plant patent applications
and correspondence via the patent electronic filing
system, EFS-Web or Patent Center

Relief Available to Plant Patent Applicants in View of the COVID-19 Outbreak: File Plant
Patent Applications and Correspondence via USPTO Patent Electronic Filing Systems

The United States Patent and Trademark Offi
outbreak to be an “extraordinary situation™
the USPTO will permit the filing of plant patent applications and follow-on documents via
USPTO patent electronic filing systems (EFS

notice

fects of the COVID-19
R 1.183. Accordingly,

(USPTO) considers th
in the meaning of 37 CI

-Web or Patent Center) in accordance with this

As set forth in the Legal Frd
35 U.S.C. 161) filed under
patent applications have no
electronic g systems (s¢

P

online/!

plant patent applications an
hereby waived on a tempor:
users of USPTO patent elec]
applications via USPTO par

The requirements for filing
patent electronic filing syst
identification and processin|
requirements are as follows|

m The USPTO’s trf
must

Relief Available to Plant Patent Applicants in View of the COVID-19 Outbreak: File Plant
Patent Applications and Correspondence via USPTO Patent Electronic Filing Systems

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) considers the effects of the COVID-19
outbreak to be an “extraordinary situation” within the meaning of 37 CFR 1.183. Accordingly,
the USPTO will permit the filing of plant patent applications and follow-on documents via
USPTO patent electronic filing systems (EFS-Web or Patent Center) in accordance with this
notice.

As set forth in the Legal Framework for Patent Electronic System, plant patent applications (see
35 U.S.C. 161) filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a) and follow-on documents associated with plant
patent applications have not been permitted to be filed with the USPTO via USPTO patent
electronic filing systems (see hitps:/www.uspto. ic n

D
f k-efs-web). Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, any prohibition against filing

(2)  The document d|
be selected for P

(3)  Anindication mi
filing systems thf
plant patent app!

(4)  If fees are being

(e.g.. in a fee traf
to charge all fee:
must be provide
electronic filing
(5)  The document d|
Code DRW.NO!
Supplemental C

As discussed in Section 16/

08.2017), where color is a d
identified in the specificatic]
dictionary or color chart, suf

plant patent applications and follow-on documents via USPTO patent electronic filing systems is
hereby waived on a temporary basis until further notice. Filers are reminded that only registered
users of USPTO patent electronic filing systems may file follow-on documents into existing
applications via USPTO patent electronic filing systems.

The requirements for filing such plant patent applications and follow-on documents via USPTO
patent clectroni tems were developed to assist filers and facilitate the USPTO’s
identification and processing of the plant patent applications and follow-on documents. The
requirements arc as follows:

[8)] The USPTO’s transmittal form, PTO/AIA/19, Plant Patent Application Transmittal,
must accompany the application:

(2)  The document description “Transmittal of New Application” (Doc Code TRNA) must
be selected for PTO/AIA/19 in USPTO patent electronic filing systems;

3) An indication must be made on the appropriate screen in USPTO patent electronic
filing systems that a utility patent application is being filed (there is no option for a
plant patent application);

“) If fees are being paid, an authorization to charge all fees to a USPTO deposit account
(e.g., in a fee transmittal form such as USPTO form PTO/SB/17) or an authorization
to charge all fees to a credit card using the Credit Card Payment Form (PTO-2038)
must be provided. This Credit Card Payment Form can be filed via USPTO patent
electronic filing systems or facsimile; and

(6] The document description “Drawings-other than black and white line drawings” (Doc
Code DRW.NONBW) must be used for the drawings so that they will load into the
Supplemental Complex Repository for Examiners (SCORE).

As discussed in Section 1605 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP, ¢9 r-
08.2017), where color is a distinctive feature of the plant, the color should be positively
identified in the specification by reference to a designated color as given by a recognized color
dictionary o color chart, such as the Horticultural Colour Chart of the Royal Horticultural

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center
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https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/applying-online/about-efs-web

Waivers

The USPTO considers the effects of the COVID-19
outbreak to be an "extraordinary situation” within the
meaning of 37 CFR § 1.183. As a result, the USPTO has:

*  Permitted patentees to file initial patent term
extension applications that meet certain criteria
via EFS-Web or Patent Center

« Extended the time period for petitioning for
certain rights of priority or benefit and waived
the associated petition fee

Relief Available to Patentees in View of the COVID-19 Outbreak for Submission of Initial
Patent Term Extension Applications Filed Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 156

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTQ) considers the effects of the COVID-19
outbreak to be an “extraordinary situation” within the meaning of 37 CFR 1.183. In accordance
‘with this notice, the USPTO will permit the filing of initial patent term extension applications
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 156 via the USPTO patent electronic filing systems (EFS-Web or Patent

Center).

According to the “Legal Framework for Patent Electronic System”™

(https://www.uspto.gov/p:
certain documents are prohibited
systems. See section B2 of the “
of documents. Ttem number 4 on}
35 U.5.C. 156.” Additionally,
section B2] is submitted via EFY
will not be considered officially
certificate of transmission under|

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak,
applications in accordance with
filing systems is hereby waived
filing system filings only, the re
additional copies of the initial e
The following must be provided
extension application filed via th{
1. Anappropriate docur|
. “Patent Term
TERM.REQ)
156(d)(1) (go
. “PTE Interim|
selected for ai
CFR 1.790);

2. Anemail address in tf
representative; and

®

-

3. The applicable fee:

a. the fee set forf
patent term e:

Notice of the United States Patent and Trademark Office’s COVID-19 Outbreak Relief
Relating to Restoring the Right of Priority or Benefit to Patent Applicants

On March 13, 2020, the President declared a national emergency under the National
Emergencies Act as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. Subsequently, the Director of the United
States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) determined that the emergency prejudiced the
rights of applicants, patent owners, or others appearing before the USPTO in patent matters and
may have prevented them from filing documents or fees with the Office. The Director also
determined that the effects of the COVID-19 outhreak have created an extraordinary situation for
affected patent applicants and patentees. Therefore, pursuant to subsection 12004(a) of the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) and 37 CFR § 1.183, the
USPTO is extending the time pericd for petitioning for certain rights of priority or benefit and
waiving the associated petition fee.

Restoration of the Right of Priority to or Benefit of a Prior-Filed Application

Ordinaily, if an applicant secks to claim priority to or benefit of a prior-filed forcign or
‘provisional application, the application seeking priority or benefit must be filed within 12 months
(or 6 months in the case of a design application claiming foreign priority) of the prior-filed
application. After this period expires, the patent laws permit an applicant two more months to

file an application seeking prioxity or benefit in order to be able to petition for restoration of the
right to claim priority to or benefit of a prior-filed foreign or provisional application under 37
CFR § 1.55(c) or 1.78(b), if the delay in filing the application seeking priority or benefit wes
unintentional. See Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 211.01(a) and 213.03, The petition fiee
under 37 CFR § 1.17%(m) is required for a petition under 37 CFR § 1.55(c) or 1.78(b).

Pursuant to subsection 12004(a) of the CARES Act and 37 CFR § 1.183, the USPTO provides
the following additional relief:

lications and 35 U.8.C. §§ 119(a) and 172

For any nonprovisional application secking priority of a prior-filed foreign application for which
the 12-month time period under 35 U.8.C. § 119(a) (or 6-month time period under 35 US.C.
§ 172) ended between, and inclusive of both, March 27, 2020, and July 30, 2020, the USPTO

will:

1) Permit the two-month time period under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a) for restoring the right of priority
to a foreign application to run until the later of:
a) July 31,2020; o
b) the expiration of the two-month period set forth in 35 U.S.C. § 119(z); and

2) Waive the petition fee in 37 CFR § 1.17(m) for a petition under 37 CFR § 1.55(c);

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center
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Thank you!

Elizabeth Dougherty

Eastern Regional Outreach Director

Elizabeth.dougherty@uspto.gov
Easternregionaloutreachoffice@uspto.gov

571-270-7733

Www.uspto.gov
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