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Notice
This content is for informational purposes only and is not legal 
advice. Please consult with appropriate sources for legal authority 
and guidance on these matters.
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Committed to:
• Fostering innovation and 

economic growth
• Creating a reliable, 

predictable, and high-quality 
IP system

The USPTO is America’s 
innovation agency
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• Intellectual property (IP) is deeply 
rooted in our nation’s history.  
– U.S. constitution Article 1, Section 8, Clause 8: 

“The Congress shall have Power … to promote 
the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by 
securing for limited Times to Authors and 
Inventors the exclusive Right to their 
respective Writings and Discoveries … ”

Historical foundation 
of intellectual property
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The right to exclude others from:
– making, using, selling, offering for sale, 

or importing the claimed invention

• Limited term
• Territorial: A U.S. patent provides 

protection only in the United States
– No worldwide patents

What is a patent?



What is a trademark?

• Key Purposes:
– Allow consumers to identify the 

source or producer of different 
products and services – helps 
their buying decisions

– Encourage trademark owners 
to provide goods and services 
of consistent quality and to 
build goodwill in the trademark



What is a copyright?     

• Protects “original works of 
authorship” including literary, 
dramatic, musical, artistic and other 
works fixed in a tangible medium

• Library of Congress administers 
registration; USPTO advises the 
Executive branch on intellectual 
property issues including copyright

• © symbol can be 
used without registration
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What is a trade secret?
• Any information that derives economic 

value from not being generally known or 
ascertainable

• Can be formulas, patterns, compilations, 
programs, devices, methods, techniques 
or processes

• Protection stems from common law dating 
to the 1800’s

• All states have some sort of trade secret 
protection

• Most laws based on the Uniform Trade 
Secrets Act
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USPTO resources



www.uspto.gov

Easy access 
to COVID-19 
relief and support

Entrance into 
education for 
inventors, 
entrepreneurs, 
start-ups, kids,
and teachers.

Find direct 
resources
in your 
geographic 
location.

Inspiring stories 
of invention 
and innovation. 

Includes demystifying the 
patent system toolkit. 



Expanding Innovation Hub
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Visit https://www.uspto.gov/initiatives/expanding-innovation. 

https://www.uspto.gov/initiatives/expanding-innovation
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uspto.gov

Additional resources:
- Inventors Assistance Center
- Patent Pro Bono Program
- Law school clinics
- Patent and Trademark 

Resource Centers

USPTO offices:
Headquarters:
- Alexandria, VA
Regional offices:
- Detroit
- Denver
- Silicon Valley
- Dallas

Find help in your area

http://www.uspto.gov/


Finding help in your area
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Inventor and entrepreneur resources
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www.uspto.gov/startups
15

http://www.uspto.gov/startups
http://www.uspto.gov/startups


USPTOvideo Library

16



USPTO Subscription Center
12 available subscriptions

• Patent Alerts

• Trademark Alerts

• Copyright Alerts

• Patent Trial and Appeal Board

• USPTO Regional Office Updates

• USPTO Press Releases

• USPTO Director’s Forum Blog

• USPTO Monthly Review

• FYI at the USPTO

• Inventors Eye

• Intellectual Property for K-12 Educators

• USPTO Awards
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USPTO Events Webpage
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•
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Monday – Friday, 
8:30 a.m. – 8 p.m. ET, 
except federal holidays

• 800-PTO-9199 
(800-786-9199)

• 571-272-1000

TTY customers can dial 
800-877-8339 for 
customer assistance

The Inventors Assistance Center (IAC) 
provides patent information and 
services to the public. The IAC is 
staffed by former supervisory patent 
examiners and experienced former 
primary examiners who answer general 
questions concerning patent 
examining policy and procedure.

Inventors Assistance Center (IAC)



Trademark Assistance Center (TAC)
• Provides general information about the registration process
• Responds to status inquiries
• Hours of Operation

– 8:30 a.m. – 8 p.m. (ET), Monday through Friday

• Phone
– (571) 272-9250 or (800) 786-9199

• Email
– TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov

• Webpage: www.uspto.gov/TrademarkAssistance
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https://www.uspto.gov/TrademarkAssistance


Pro Se Assistance Program
• Hours of Operation

– 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. (ET), 
Monday through Friday

• Email
– innovationdevelopment@uspto.gov

• Phone
– (866) 757-3848
– Webpage 

www.uspto.gov/ProSePatents
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https://www.uspto.gov/ProSePatents
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For more information, visit www.uspto.gov/probonopatents. 

ATTORNEY

AGENT

LAW FIRM

A nationwide network that assists 
financially under-resourced 
independent inventors and small 
businesses
• Program participants must have 

income 300% below federal 
poverty guidelines

USPTO Patent Pro Bono Program

http://www.uspto.gov/probonopatents
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Pro Bono Program organizations
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For more information, visit www.uspto.gov/lawschoolclinic.

The USPTO’s Law School Clinic 
Certification Program allows law 
students enrolled in a participating law 
school’s clinic program to practice 
before the USPTO under the guidance 
of a law school faculty clinic supervisor.

Law school clinics

http://www.uspto.gov/lawschoolclinic
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For more information, visit 
www.uspto.gov/ptrc.

Nationwide network of public, 
state, and academic libraries 
designated by the USPTO to 
disseminate patent and 
trademark information and 
support the intellectual 
property needs of the public

Patent and Trademark
Resource Centers (PTRC)

http://www.uspto.gov/ptrc


Reduced patent fees
Small Entity
• 50% reduction in most patent fees
• Must be an individual or
• A small business (less than 500 employees) or a non-profit organization

Micro-Entity
• 75% reduction in most patent fees
• Meet small entity requirement
• Filed no more than 4 previous applications
• Income not greater than 3x median income
• Not assigned to other than a micro-entity
• Inventions assigned to employer don’t count against you
For more information on Micro Entity: www.uspto.gov/MicroEntity
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https://www.uspto.gov/MicroEntity


Need patent protection fast?

Need to FAST track your patent? Use Track One!
Move your ideas quickly with USPTO's Track One

www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/usptos-prioritized-patent-examination-program

http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/usptos-prioritized-patent-examination-program
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Resource Website

Utility patent application guide www.uspto.gov/patents/resources/types/utility.jsp

Patent process www.uspto.gov/patents/process

Patent search guide www.uspto.gov/patents/process/search

Inventor and entrepreneur resources www.uspto.gov/inventors

Pro se assistance www.uspto.gov/ProSePatents

Micro entity Information www.uspto.gov/PatentMicroentity

Helpline: 1-800-PTO-9199

Other USPTO resources

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/resources/types/utility.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process/search
http://www.uspto.gov/inventors
http://www.uspto.gov/ProSePatents
http://www.uspto.gov/PatentMicroentity


COVID-19 Response Resource 
Center 



Response Resource Center
The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) has posted all COVID-19 resources and 
updates on a page dedicated solely to COVID-19. 

The COVID-19 Response Resource Center webpage 
is accessible via the USPTO homepage. 
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Response Resource Center
• The COVID-19 Response Resource Center is a 

central hub for information about the USPTO’s 
efforts to accelerate innovation, keep our 
stakeholders informed of recent developments, 
and promote new technologies.

• The webpage details:
– Patent and licensing resources
– Innovation incentives
– Trademark counterfeiting and consumer 

fraud 
– International updates
– Contact information for the USPTO
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Response Resource Center
Patent and licensing resources:

• The USPTO’s Patent Pro Bono Program 

• Patents 4 Partnerships platform

• Other special resources for inventors and 
entrepreneurs
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Patents 4 Partnerships platform is further discussed later in the presentation. 

Other special resources include:
how to get started in regards to patent and trademark applications
finding a registered patent attorney or agent
how to search for patents
how to guard inventor’s valuable work and protecting against scams
details where to get free assistance and other resources in your area



Response Resource Center
Innovation incentives:

• COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot 
Program

• Voluntary early publication of patent 
applications

• Deferred-Fee Provisional Patent Application 
Pilot Program
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Pilot Program is further discussed later in the presentation.

Voluntary early publication of patent application: 
The USPTO publishes pending patent applications 18 months after the earliest effective filing date. No fee is required for publishing an application. 
Early publication of patent applications will yield a significant benefit to communities, especially those working hard to find creative solutions to the COVID-19 outbreak. Early voluntary publication can facilitate collaborations, partnerships, or joint ventures. These, in turn, can spur and expedite the development of critically needed technologies.
Interested applicants may submit a request for early publication of their application in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.219. 



Response Resource Center
Trademarks, counterfeiting, and fraud:

• COVID-19 Prioritized Trademark Examination 
Program

• Federal government resources

• How to report fraud and counterfeiting
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The COVID-19 Prioritized Trademark Examination program is further discussed later in the presentation.
Advertising and sale of counterfeit treatments and products is an immediate and growing concern, as criminals seek to take advantage of the high demand for healthcare and other consumer products. 
On our webpage, there are several resources to help healthcare workers and the general public identify and report instances of fraud and counterfeiting related to the COVID-19 outbreak.  
The resources include links to the FDA, Department of Homeland Security, and Federal Trade Commission.





Response Resource Center
International updates:

• The World Intellectual Property Organization’s 
COVID-19 IP Policy Tracker

• Patent Cooperation Treaty updates

• Madrid Protocol updates

• Hague Agreement updates

• Links to other patent offices
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) provides helpful updates about IP treaties. WIPO has also compiled information from foreign IP offices on measures taken to assist stakeholders during the health crisis.





Response Resource Center
We encourage our stakeholders to send any 
recommendations or suggestions for us to consider 
as we assist the intellectual property community to 
COVIDcomments@uspto.gov. 
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mailto:COVIDcomments@uspto.gov


Patents 4 Partnerships



Patents 4 Partnerships
A searchable repository of patents and published patent applications related to the COVID-19 
pandemic that are indicated as available for licensing.

38



Patents 4 Partnerships

– USPTO

– Federal Laboratory Consortium for 
Technology Transfer (FLC Business)

– AUTM Innovation Marketplace (AIM)

– Universities

– National Institutes of Health

– Department of Energy

– National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration

– Food and Drug Administration

– Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention

– Department of Defense 

– Department of Veterans Affairs databases
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• Currently, listings are limited to those technologies that the owner believes are reasonably related 
to the prevention, treatment, diagnosis, protection from, or alleviation of the symptoms of 
coronaviruses in general, and COVID-19, in particular. 

• You can search and sort the information by keyword, inventor name, assignee, and issue date.

• Content has been drawn from:



Patents 4 Partnerships
You can list additional technology on the platform by 
emailing the completed form to 
IPMarketplace@uspto.gov. 
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mailto:IPMarketplace@uspto.gov


COVID-19 Prioritized Examination 
Pilot Programs



Patent Prioritized Examination Pilot Program

For COVID-19 related patent applications:

• The USPTO will grant requests for prioritized 
examination to patent applicants that 
qualify for small or micro entity status 
without payment of the typical fees 
associated with other prioritized 
examinations.

• The aim is to provide final disposition of 
applications in this program within six 
months if applicants respond promptly to 
communications from the USPTO.
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Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under this pilot, the USPTO will advance out of turn certain patent applications (of up to 500 qualifying patent applications) without requiring payment of certain fees associated with prioritized examination.  
The USPTO aims to provide final disposition of patent applications in the pilot in one year or less after it grants prioritized status. 



• The USPTO launched a webpage that 
provides additional resources and 
information. 

• The webpage details:

– Criteria of the pilot program

– How to request participation 

– Announcements and public comments 

– Questions and answers
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Patent Prioritized Examination Pilot Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Pilot Program’s webpage is accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, under Innovation Incentives and www.uspto.gov/coronavirus.




Criteria of the pilot program:

• There are no fees required to participate in 
the program.

• Applications must contain one or more 
claims related to COVID-19 and must be 
subject to an applicable Food and Drug 
Administration approval for COVID-19 use.

• Applicants must certify that they qualify for 
either small or micro entity status.

• Applicants should file the Pilot Program 
Form PTO/SB/450 using the USPTO patent 
electronic filing system, EFS-Web. 

44

Patent Prioritized Examination Pilot Program

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Prioritized Examination Pilot Program webpage further specifies the criteria to participate in the Pilot program, as follows: 
Applications must contain one or more claims to a product or process related to COVID-19.
Such claimed product or process must be subject to an applicable Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval for COVID-19 use.
The request must include a certification that the applicant qualifies for either small or micro entity status and an executed Application Data Sheet (ADS) meeting the requirements of 37 CFR § 1.53(f)(3)(i). 
Applicants must file a grantable request under this initiative using the USPTO patent electronic filing system (EFS-Web or Patent Center) if filing the request in a utility application.
Applicants should use Pilot Program Form PTO/SB/450 to request participation in the pilot.
The pilot is open to: 
non-continuing, original, nonprovisional utility or plant patent applications filed with an acceptable request to participate 
original, nonprovisional utility or plant applications making a benefit claim under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120, 121, or 365(c) to one prior nonprovisional application or one prior international application designating the United States filed with an acceptable request to participate 
utility or plant applications, including the national stage of a prior international application, in which an acceptable request to participate has been filed with or after a request for continued examination (RCE), if no prior RCE was granted prioritized examination status.  
The fees set forth in 37 CFR § 1.17(c) and (i)(1) are not required to participate in the program.

Any application that claims the benefit of the filing date of two or more previously filed non-provisional U.S. applications or international applications designating the United States under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120, 121, or 365(c) is not eligible for participation in this pilot, but the applicant may request prioritized examination under 37 CFR § 1.102(e). 

Benefit claims to one or more prior provisional applications under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) or foreign priority claims under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f) will not cause a non-provisional application to be ineligible for this pilot.


https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/sb0450.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/applying-online/about-efs-web


How to request participation:

• Fill out Pilot Program Form PTO/SB/450.

• Save the form and upload it via the patent 
electronic filing system EFS-Web.

– When uploading your form, select 
document description “COVID-19 
Prioritized Examination Request” 
(found under both the “Track I -
Prioritized Examination” and “Pilot 
Programs” categories) on the EFS-Web 
Attach Documents screen to ensure 
processing.
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Patent Prioritized Examination Pilot Program

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Links to the form and to the electronic filing system are available on the Pilot Program’s webpage.

https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/sb0450.pdf
http://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/applying-online/about-efs-web


The webpage also details announcements and 
public comments:

• Link to the Federal Register Notice (85 Fed. 
Reg. 28,932) 

• The USPTO’s announcements regarding the 
pilot program

• Up-to-date information on how many 
applications have been granted prioritized 
examination under this program

• Public comments in response to the Federal 
Register Notice

46

Patent Prioritized Examination Pilot Program



For trademark applications related to COVID-19:

• The USPTO will accept petitions to advance 
the initial examination of applications for 
marks used to identify qualifying COVID-19 
medical-related products and services and 
waive the petition fee. 

• The goal is to expedite the initial
examination process by approximately two 
months if the petition is granted and 
applicants promptly respond to the 
examining attorney. 
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Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center

Trademark Prioritized Examination Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, and in view of the critical need to develop medical products and services to combat the COVID-19 virus and move successful products to market as soon as possible, the Director will accept petitions to advance the initial examination of applications for marks used to identify qualifying COVID-19 medical products and services. Additionally, the USPTO will waive the fee for such petitions, as of June 15, 2020.
The goal of prioritized examination is to expedite the initial examination process for qualifying applications. 
If a petition is granted, the application will immediately be assigned to an examining attorney for review, which will expedite examination by approximately two months. 
The applicant can further expedite the process by responding promptly to any Office action, phone call, or email from the examining attorney. 
Following examination, all approved trademark applications are published for opposition in the Trademark Official Gazette. 
Then there is a 30-day period during which the public can file oppositions or extensions of time to oppose. 37 CFR §§ 2.101(c), 2.102(a)(1).
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• The USPTO launched a webpage that 
provides additional resources and 
information. 

• The webpage details:

– Criteria of the program 

– How to request participation 

– Frequently asked questions

Trademark Prioritized Examination Program



Criteria of the program:

• There are no fees required to participate in 
the program.

• Applicants must first file the application and 
then file a Petition to the Director that 
includes the assigned serial number.

• The application must be for COVID-19 
medical-related goods or services subject to 
FDA approval.
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Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center

Trademark Prioritized Examination Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following are qualifying COVID-19 medical-related goods and services:
pharmaceutical products or medical devices such as diagnostic tests, ventilators, and personal protective equipment, including surgical masks, face shields, gowns, and gloves, that prevent, diagnose, treat, or cure COVID-19 and are subject to approval by the United States Food and Drug Administration. 
Such approvals may include, but are not limited to, an Investigational New Drug (IND) application, an Investigational Device Exemption (IDE), a New Drug Application (NDA), a Biologics License Application (BLA), a Premarket Approval (PMA), or an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA). Information on INDs, IDEs, NDAs, BLAs, PMAs, and EUAs is available at www.fda.gov. 
medical services or medical research services regarding the prevention, diagnosis, treatment of, or cure for COVID-19. 
See the Code of Federal Regulations for further details on which goods or services can qualify for this prioritized examination. 





How to request participation:

• After filing the application, applicants must file 
a Petition to the Director using the USPTO 
Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS). 

• The petition must provide:
– a statement of facts, supported by an 

affidavit or declaration setting forth the 
applicant’s COVID-19 medical-related 
goods or services; and 

– an explanation of why the goods or 
services are of a type that qualifies for 
prioritized examination, including the 
section of the Code of Federal Regulations 
under which the goods or services are 
regulated. 

50

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center

Trademark Prioritized Examination Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The appropriate form can be accessed in TEAS by clicking on “Petition Forms” and then selecting the “Petition to Director” form. 
Do not use the “Petition to Make Special” form, which is reserved for other situations in which expedited initial examination may be requested
Be sure to select the reason “Request prioritized examination for COVID-19 medical-related goods/services” on the first page of the petition form. This will prevent you from having to pay a fee. If you selected a different reason for your petition and paid the petition fee, email TMPolicy@uspto.gov to request a refund.
The form requires both a text entry in the “explanation of filing” box and a separate PDF attachment. 
The petition statements must be supported by a declaration under trademark rule 2.20, 37 C.F.R. §2.20. The TEAS Petition to Director form includes the necessary declaration language under rule 2.20, which will prepopulate on the last page.


https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/filing-online


• The USPTO will monitor the workload and resources needed to administer the program, feedback 
from the public, and the effectiveness of the program. 

• Questions: 

– Members of the public may submit comments or questions regarding the program to 
TMPolicy@uspto.gov. 

– Questions regarding how to access or submit the TEAS Petition to Director form should be 
addressed to TEAS@uspto.gov.

– To reach the Trademark Assistance Center, call 1-800-786-9199 or email 
TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov. 
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Trademark Prioritized Examination Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If the USPTO determines that modifications to the procedure are necessary or that it will no longer grant petitions to prioritize the examination of applications for qualifying COVID-19 medical-related products and services, the USPTO will notify the public before modifying or ending this program.


mailto:TMPolicy@uspto.gov
mailto:TEAS@uspto.gov
mailto:TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov


Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot 
Program
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Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

For COVID-19 related provisional 
patent applications:

• The USPTO will permit applicants 
to defer payment of the 
provisional filing fee until the filing 
of a non-provisional if the 
applicant agrees to publication of 
the provisional on the Office’s 
searchable collaboration 
database.

• The goal is to provide a cost-
effective means for inventors to 
disclose ideas quickly to facilitate 
collaborations, partnerships, or 
joint ventures.

Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center
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Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

• The USPTO launched a webpage that 
provides additional resources and 
information. 

• The webpage details:

– Criteria of the pilot program

– How to request participation 

– Announcements

– Questions and answers



Criteria of the pilot program:

• Certification that the product or 
process is related to COVID-19 and 
subject to applicable FDA approval.

• Agree to public disclosure of the 
technical subject matter via the Office’s 
searchable collaboration database.

• Applicants should file the Pilot 
Program Form PTO/SB/452 using the 
USPTO patent electronic filing system, 
EFS-Web. 
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Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

https://www.uspto.gov/patent/forms/forms-patent-applications-filed-or-after-september-16-2012
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/applying-online/about-efs-web


How to request participation:

• Fill out Pilot Program form PTO/SB/452.

• Save the form and upload it via Patent Center with 
the provisional application including all required 
parts.

– When uploading your form, select document 
description “COVID-19 Collab Database 
Request for Prov Appl” (found under “Pilot 
Programs” category) on the Patent Center 
Attach Documents screen to ensure 
processing.
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Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/sb0452.pdf
https://patentcenter.uspto.gov/#!/


The webpage contains additional 
information:

• Link to the Federal Register Notice 
(Federal Register notice 85 Fed. Reg. 
58038)

• The USPTO’s announcements regarding 
the pilot program
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Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-09-17/pdf/2020-20443.pdf


• The USPTO will monitor the workload and resources needed to administer the program, feedback 
from the public, and the effectiveness of the program. 

• Questions: 

– Members of the public may submit comments or questions regarding the program to 
COVID19ProvisionalApplication@uspto.gov

– Requests for assistance with electronic filing should be directed to the Patent Electronic 
Business Center at EBC@uspto.gov.
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Deferred-Fee Provisional Pilot Program

mailto:COVID19ProvisionalApplication@uspto.gov
mailto:EBC@uspto.gov


Stakeholder support



Remote interviews and hearings
Interviews, oral hearings, and in-person meetings have 
all been conducted remotely by video or telephone 
since March 13: 
• For interviews, applicants should contact the 

patent examiner or managing attorney directly.
• For Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) oral 

hearings, practitioners should contact 
PTABHearings@uspto.gov.

– The PTAB has also given a Boardside Chat 
Webinar discussing everything practitioners 
need to know about appearing before the 
PTAB.

• For Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB) oral 
hearings, practitioners should contact 
TTABHearings@uspto.gov.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
USPTO Offices were officially closed to the public on March 15, 2020. 

mailto:PTABHearings@uspto.gov
mailto:TTABHearings@uspto.gov


Remote hearings generally
• The PTAB addressed the logistics for virtual 

proceedings and public remote viewing of hearings on 
May 1, 2020 in their Boardside Chat Webinar. 

• Oral hearings for appeals are by telephone. 

• Oral hearings for AIA trials are by video or telephone.

• Parties will receive a Hearing Order with relevant 
instructions. 

– Appeals: a few days before oral hearing date 
– AIA trials: approximately three weeks before oral 

hearing date 

• You can email questions or special requests to 
PTABHearings@uspto.gov.

• You can request public access to hearings at least three 
business days prior to the oral hearing date.
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https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/20200429-PTAB-Boardside%20Chat%20on%20PTAB%20Operations%20Apr%202020-IQ_812934-Final.pdf
mailto:PTABHearings@uspto.gov


International unity
• A joint statement from the USPTO and the EPO 

about standing united in supporting the public 
during this crucial time was published on April 30, 
2020.

• A joint statement from the USPTO and the JPO 
about standing united for the future of innovation 
was published on June 1, 2020.
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Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center



Waivers
The USPTO considers the effects of the COVID-19 
outbreak to be an “extraordinary situation” within the 
meaning of 37 CFR § 1.183. As a result, the USPTO has:

• Waived the original handwritten signature 
requirement of 37 CFR § 1.4(e)(1) and (2)

– eSignature = typed name between two 
forward slashes (e.g., /Dr. James T. Jones, Jr./) 

• Allowed the filing of plant patent applications 
and correspondence via the patent electronic filing 
system, EFS-Web or Patent Center
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Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center

https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/applying-online/about-efs-web


Waivers
The USPTO considers the effects of the COVID-19 
outbreak to be an “extraordinary situation” within the 
meaning of 37 CFR § 1.183. As a result, the USPTO has:

• Permitted patentees to file initial patent term 
extension applications that meet certain criteria 
via EFS-Web or Patent Center

• Extended the time period for petitioning for 
certain rights of priority or benefit and waived 
the associated petition fee 
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Accessible via the COVID-19 Response Resource Center, available at https://www.uspto.gov/coronavirus/uspto-covid-19-response-resource-center

https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/applying-online/about-efs-web


Thank you!

www.uspto.gov

Elizabeth Dougherty

Eastern Regional Outreach Director

Elizabeth.dougherty@uspto.gov 
Easternregionaloutreachoffice@uspto.gov

571-270-7733
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